


When Christmas Shopping Was 
a Family Event 

by Larry Batson of the Minneapolis Tribune 

[Seven years ago in Gazette Number Nine, the following article 
was used for the Richards Brothers Christmas ad. After 55 years 
of business in the same location, Richards Brothers is expanding to 
better serve their customers. Because of the changes taking place, 
Oline Richards wanted to rerun the ad and update the article for 
the 1987 Christmas issue.] 

Just before Christmas they would come to town one "evenin' " 
- which in the hills means any time after 12 noon. Families of hill 
people in old cars, trucks, once in a while a wagon with 
kids in back, wrapped in quilts against the cold. 

They would split off into groups and take 
in the sights. Mothers toting babies, 
older girls gripping the hands of 
young children, boys of 
scuffling or flirting age ram· 
min' around on their own or 
with chance-met friends. 
For hol:lfs they would walk 
around the courthouse 
square and the streets 
leading into it, looking in 
the store windows, pausing 
to chat or rest, waiting for 
early dark when the 
Christmas lights on the 
courthouse itself would be 
turned on. 

Men would gather in clusters around the square, conversing 
quietly and listening with grave courtesy to the routine exchanges 
involving weather, work, livestock and grain prices. 

The various segments of their families would pass every few 
minutes. Boys sniggering and shoving each other like frisky cubs, 
women pausing to greet newcomers to the male caucus or to in
quire of absent wives, girls wearing that expression of serene un
awareness that means they know they are watched. 

At some time in the evening the family would come together 
again and walk down Washington Avenue to Richards Brothers 
store. 

A country store like Richards was a wondrous place, an em
porium where every need, every wish could be filled - within 
reason and the family's available credit. In hard times the hill peo
ple lived on hope and good intentions, from crop to crop. They 
handled cash money once or twice a year. In between the 
storekeeper carried them on his books. · 

Storekeepers like Dwight and Claude Richards kept the fragile 
economy of the hills in balance. They knew their people, and credit 
was based not so much on what a family owned but on its 
character, its reputation, its proven qualities. 

"We Buy Anything, Sell Everything," was the Richards 
Brothers slogan. A storekeeper who insisted on cash did not sur
vive. Claude and Dwight bartered. 

You could haul a load of watermelons to Richards, stacks of 

opossum, raccoon or rabbit hides, newly split fence posts, black 
walnuts (hulled or otherwise), chickens, eggs, a bucket of wild 
blackberries, ginseng root, anything useful that came into your 
hands. At the store you could turn it into dress goods, cheese, 
shotgun shells, tobacco, a can of kerosene with a raw potato to 
plug the spout . . . anything 

The Richards brothers came from a family of storekeepers. 
Their father and uncle opened the original store in 

1904 in the village of Pomona, Missouri. 
~-- Claude reopened a store there in 

··---·-·~... 1921 and Dwighf joined 
· • ·\\s,-,.,; :•,,. .. him in the busi-

. ,. · . ~ . ness. Then in 
·---~ . . ~ 1932 they 
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[In 1980, 
Larry Batson 
visited with 
Dwight Rich
ards about the 
early years 
when the 
storekeepers 

and their customers were living on "hope and doggedness." Follow
ing are excerpts from the interview.] 

"Used to sell red wagons - Radio Flyers, they were called -
and dolls and doll carriages by the truck lot," Dwight remembered. 
"A big wagon cost less than $ 5. And we'd put up two-pound sacks 
of hard candy for a dime. Still do it, at Christmas only, but it's 69 
cents now. 

"Credit? Oh my, yes, we still give credit," □wight said, "but 
we had to quit buying and swappin'. We gave up our slogan. You 
can't operate that way these days." And he talked for a bit of 
those Christmases long ago, the nights when the hill people came 
to do their holiday trading . . . 

Finished with sightseeing, families would file into the big store, 
inspect the holiday goods, confer quietly. Then the children would 
leave, to wait outside and hope. Husband and wife would talk, 
make decisions ... "Get this for sure, that if you can, and it would 
be mighty nice if ... " 

The woman would stand by, pretending not to listen, while her 
man and the storekeeper spoke in low voices. Figures would be 
jotted down on a brown paper bag and added. A decision would be 
reached. The storekeeper would call for help and clerks would 
begin putting up the order, wrapping or boxing dolls, wagons, 
candy to keep the children wondering until Christmas. 

- From the Minneapolis Tribune, December 17, 1978. Reprinted by permission. 

The photo above is our West Plains Store in 1932. 

RICHARDS BROTHERS 
11 Serving the Ozarks Since 1904" 
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ON THE COVER 
These three photographs, 

which, being in a horizontal for
mat, were not used for previous 
Gazette covers, summarize what 
the Gazette has always 
represented to me ... people. The 
upper photo was taken in the 
winter of 1980-81 when we did a 
feature story on Bill Virdon, who 
at that time was manager of the 
Astros. Left to right: Dr. Marvin 
Fowler, Gene Richman, Bill Vir
don and Jack Clark. At bottom 
left are Crockett and Willie 
Oakes, standing in their front 
yard on north Washington 
Avenue, circa 1982. At bottom 
right are Fay Shanks and his 
wife, Classie Jane, in their small 
post office-grocery store at 
2.anoni, Missouri, in Ozark Coun
ty, about halfway between 
Hodgson Mill and Gainesville. 
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Au Revoir, Not Goodbye 
by Russ Cochran 

This is the last regular issue of 
the West Plains Gazette. 

(Gulp!), Whew!! (Comic-book ex
pressions) 

It was almost exactly ten years 
ago that I started collecting the 
photographs, writing the articles, 
and selling the advertisements for 
the first issue of the West Plains 
Gazette. Knowing that issue #I 
would be a prototype issue for all 
the following issues, I wrote every 
article myself, I sold every ad , and 
took all the pictures, edited and 
laid out the entire issue to suit one 
person ... myself. 1 figured that I am 
so picky about reproduction qual
ity, paper quality, and layout and 
design, that if I was satisfied with it, 
other folks would like it too. 

That first issue took about three 
solid months of my life, longer than 
I had expected. I knew that the 
only way for the Gazette to con
tinue would be for me to have help 
with the writing and editing and 
ad-selling chores in future issues, 
so my younger brother Mike 
(Michael Alan Cochran) came on 
board the good ship Gazette and 
we set sail for more issues. Starting 
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with about issue #4, Terry 
Fuhrmann (now Terry Hampton) 
started helping Mike, and when 
Mike left for greener pastures, 
Terry stayed on and she has really 
been the guiding force behind the 
Gazette for the last several years. I 
continued to take all of the photos 
for most of the issues, but finally 
had to give up even that, which 
was the most enjoyable part of the 
Gazette work for me. 

Over the past ten years, many 
people. . .ones who knew a little 
about the printing and publishing 
business_ .. have asked me how it 
was possible to have a high-quality, 
slick-paper, large-format magazine 
devoted to such a small area. Most 
larger cities have their own 
magazines, but as far as I know 
there is no other town on the 
planet Earth that is as small as 
West Plains and has a comparable
quality magazine. 

Cities the size of Springfield have 
enough of a population base that 
they can sell enough copies to 
make a profit. They can charge 
more for their ads, they can sell 

(Continued on page 72.) 



From the 

EDITOR'S 
DESK 

As I put the finishing touches on 
issue Number Thirty, it is with mix
ed emotions of regret and relief. I 
am relieved to an extent to think 
ahead to next Christmas that may
be the holidays won't be quite so 
hectic for me because a Gazette 
deadline is looming ahead. I'm 
relieved that circumstances be
yond my control will never make 
another Gazette late. But it is only 
with a small amount of gladness 
and a much larger measure of 
sadness that I write this last 
message from the editor for the 
West Plains Gazette. 

Most of the other messages I've 
written for this page have been 
fairly simple to do. Even in Number 
Twenty-Nine when I faced a dif
ficult subject I knew what I wanted 
to say. But this time, this last issue 
of the Gazette, what do I say? 

Naturally I say thank you to our 
loyal readers and advertisers. 
You've all been supportive from 
the very start and have stood by us 
through the ups and downs . 

I also say thank you to everyone 
who has ever loaned us a photo (or 
a whole collection of photos), call
ed to give us more information on 
a published photo, or written us a 
letter or an article. 

I think many of you have seen 
this as your magazine, sharing the 

good times and the bad, contrib
uting when we needed it (both 
money and information), and shar
ing the joy and pride we take in 
producing it. 

One day (not so long ago) Russ 
said, "Let's make this last issue of 
the Gazette the history of West 
Plains." It sounded like a fine idea 
to me until I started really thinking 
about it. How could I ever travel 
150 years back in time and tell the 
story of a town as diverse as West 
Plains, as special as West Plains? It 
wasn't easy, and .I didn't have 
much time. 

Making sure everything that 
should be included gets included in 
a work like this is nearly impossi
ble. There will be many things left 
out that should not have been left 
out, and perhaps , a few things put 
in that would better have been 
replaced by something more im
portant. I make no apologies for 
this history, unless there is an error 
in accuracy. I only ask that you 
consider how difficult the task was 
before being too harsh on my judg
ment of what I chose to include 
and what I did not. 

I've relied heavily on past 
Gazettes, our old newspaper file, 
and other published sources. But 
I've tried to intersperse personal 
memories wherever I can. After 
all, it's all of the memories of 
everyone who has ever lived in a 
place that make up the history of 
that place. 

Perhaps a story or photo will trig
ger an almost forgotten memory in 
you. For example, when I found 
the photo of the 1976 Bicentennial 
celebration (on page 68), I 
remembered that as a high school 
student I had made the banners 
which are posted on the court
house behind the people in the pic
ture. Those banners are on top of 
everything else in the time capsule 
and will be the first thing the 
members of the Howell County 
Court see when they open it in 
2076. . 

Another memory is one of those 
things that has become a memory 
not because I actually remember it, 
but because of it's being told so 
many times over the years. When 
Richards Store burned in 1962, and 
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they put up the big tent, I was only 
about a year and a half old. One 
day while the tent was still up , I ran 
down the street and fell and hit my 
head on the pavement. One of the 
cashiers, Carolyn Vonallmen (who 
still works at Richards), helped fix 
me up. I still have a little scar on 
my forehead to remind me of the 
big tent at Richards Brothers . 

It seems almost everyone from 
West Plains holds this town dear. 
Whether they still live here or 
whether they live far away, natives 
seem to view West Plains through 
rose-colored glasses. No one will 
ever be able to convince me that 
there's nothing special about West 
Plains. "It's just like thousands of 
other small towns across the coun
try," you may say. 

But I say no and readily admit to 
being completely prejudiced. I 
have little interest in delving into 
the histories of those thousands of 
other places. West Plains is my 
home. The only place I've ever 
lived, and, as far as I know, the 
only place I ever will live. 

And now I've stalled long enough 
that I must come to the farewell 
part of this message - the hard 
part. I've worked at the Gazette 
since the summer I graduated from 
high school, and it's been such a 
part of my life for so long that I'm 
reluctant to turn loose. I've learned 
a lot in the past eight and a half 
years, and I've met and worked 
with many people who will always 
be special to me. 

But as with everything, there is a 
time and a season , and the time for 
this magazine has come to a close. 
I think in many ways all of us hope 
to preserve a little of ourselves to 
live beyond the time when we 'll be 
gone. It is my hope that the Gazette 
has preserved a little of everyone 
who has been connected with it, 
and that it has helped preserve the 
history of our town . 

Thank you all for helping me en
joy my time with the Gazette . I 
won't say good-bye, but only God 
bless you until we meet again. 

December 22, 1987 



A Gazette 
Retrospective 

by Michael Cochran 

"Wow, you did it! You really did 
it!" That was my reaction when 
Russ handed me a copy of the 
Gazette's "First Big Issue" back in 
the spring of 1978. I'd known he 
was planning a publication based 
on the history of West Plains, but 
had never imagined the finished 
product would be a tabloid-size 
magazine printed on enamel gloss 
paper with a full color plasticized 
cover. l mean, we're talking slick, 
folks; swanky, deluxe, the works! 
And I was not alone in my surprise. 
I think everyone who saw the first 
issue was impressed, and pleased. 
But the question that always seem
ed to follow the initial wonder was 
a puzzled query: Why? 

Why did Russ Cochran launch 
the West Plains Gazette? It wasn't 
in hopes of making money. Sure, a 
profit would have been nice, but 
that was never the primary motive 
where Russ was concerned. In his 
editorials, and in interviews and 
newspaper articles where he was 
asked, he always said that the 
magazine was inspired by his love 
and appreciation for the town and 
area that had provided him with a 
wonderful boyhood, and that the 
Gazette was his way of expressing 
and sharing those feelings; a gift he 
was returning in kind. I believe 
that's true, but I also think there's 
more to it than that. 

Let's go back to the fall of 197 4. 
It was Thanksgiving and everyone 
had come home. Russ had just in
formed the family of his decision to 
resign as chairman of the physics 
department at Drake University so 
that he could move back to West 
Plains and devote full time to his 
new career as a publisher and col
lector of comic art. Everybody, in
cluding me, was trying to talk him 
out of it. We were out driving 
around town that night when Russ 
mentioned he was looking to buy a 
building where he could both 
house his family and base his 
business. 

"I think I know the place you're 
looking for," 1 said, after we had 

driven by several uninviting can
didates. "Just go south off the 
square." We rode in silence until 
Aid Hardware and then the Pres
byterian Church slid by in the 
darkness. 

"There," I said, pointing toward 
the Zorn building with its domed 
forecorner rising into the night sky. 

"The Zorn building?" 
"Looks like it's empty again," l 

ventured as we looked at its vacant 
windows. In recent years the Zorn 
had been used as a cafe and, later, 
as a motorcycle shop. 

"That's it!," he said, pounding the 
steering wheel for emphasis. He 
wasn't kidding. Before the year 
was out, Russ bought the building 
from Jim and Dorothy Murrell. 

In the months that followed, the 
big move was made, and with the 
steady attentions of various 
tradesmen and workers, the Zorn 
building was renovated, becoming 
a townhouse residence upstairs 
and a mail order office complex on 
the ground floor. All of which 
brings us back to the original ques
tion: Why the Gazette? 

As word got around town about 
what Russ had done, it naturally 
aroused the collective curiosity of 
the community. I mean, here's a 
guy who resigned a top job at a 
prestigious university so he could 
move back to his hometown and 
play with comic books, right? If 
you've ever lived in a small town, 
you know how it is. Folks were just 
a bit puzzled, dubious even, as 
work on· the Zorn continued, as in 
"Now what is it he's gonna be doin' 
in there?" 

l think the West Plains Gazette 
was Russ's way of answering that 
question. It was his way of announ
cing that he was back, who he was, 
what he was about and what his 
priorities were. And it was his way 
of validating to himself what he 
had just done to himself and his 
family. 

Russ has told me since that the 
weeks leading up to the publishing 
of the first Gazette were torture. 
He couldn't sleep, he was so ner
vous, he toiled with agony over 
every page and still was filled with 
worry and doubt. I know what he 
was feeling ... stage fright: the age-
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old fear of making yourself vulner
able in front of your peers. And no 
audience is as hard to face as the 
hometown who no longer knows 
you. If that first issue had flopped, 
there would never have been 
another. But it didn't. It was re
ceived with unanimous enthus
iasm, and that's what brought me 
into the picture. 

After the first Gazette went over 
so well, Russ did what any smart 
man would do ... heave a sigh of 
relief and promise himself 'never 
again!' But on the other hand, 
public demand indicated the mag
azine should continue to be pub
lished on at least a semi-regular 
basis. So, enter brother Mike, the 
writer of the family. 

A writer, yes, but as an editor 
and person in charge of producing 
a magazine on a tight schedule I 
had absolutely no experience. 
Nevertheless, I couldn't resist the 
opportunity, so l too quit my job 
and moved back to West Plains, 
diving headlong into the deep 
waters of the publishing business. 

I began by purchasing half
interest in the magazine. Then, 
mostly for my benefit, we decided 
on a quarterly publishing schedule. 
While profit was not a major con
cern for Russ, it was for me as I had 
all my personal worth riding on the 
success of the venture. We hoped 
four issues a year would strike the 
best balance between the potential 
to make money and what was 
practically feasible for a staff of 
two to accomplish. Later, when the 
size of our staff had grown, we 
went to six issues per year, then 
back to four, but never succeeded 
in finding the magic formula that 
would have put the venture into 
the black. It was the lack of a firm 
financial future for myself and my 
family that eventually forced me to 
leave the Gazette in 1982. 

The fact that we weren't able to 
show a profit doesn't mean we 
weren't having success. Each new 
issue brought a flurry of new 
subscriptions and brisk over-the
counter sales, the business com
munity gave us consistent and 
loyal support through advertising 
in our pages and as retail sales 
outlets, and individuals such as 



Dorotha Reavis and Toney Aid 
shared their many hours of per
sonal research through their ar
ticles and photographs. And who 
can consider the stories and 
memoirs of people like Dick Shad
burne and Herman Quick to be 
anything less than successful 
publishing? But in terms of finance , 
the bottom line is that we were 
never able to sell enough mag
azines to recover the expenses 
generated by expensive paper, full 
color covers, plasticoating, and 
other standards on which we were 
not willing to compromise. 

The standard of excellence 
established with Gazette number 
one was not easy to maintain. Our 
goal was simple: perfection in 
typography, graphics, photo
graphic reproduction, and ac
curacy of historic data. Of course, it 
was never achieved, every issue 
had its flaws, but the desire to 
make it perfect was the major key 
to the consistent quality of each 
issue. On the other hand, the 
relentless pressure created by our 

admittedly unrealistic goal caused 
many staff members to burn out 
after relatively short tours of duty. 
There is one staff member, 
however, who did not burn out: 
Terry Fuhrmann Hampton. 

One of the features in Gazette 
number thre e, published in the 
spring of 1979, was a series of in
depth interviews with members of 
that year's high school graduating 
class, including Terry. At this point, 
I was running the magaz ine single
handedly , and as the workload 
rapidly grew, Russ and [ agreed it 
was time to hire an office manager. 
We offered the job to Terry, she 
accepted and has been with the 
Gazette ever since, progressing 
from mundane office work to being 
the person responsible for design
ing each issue and seeing it 
through to the finished product. 
Without diminishing the invaluable 
input of all who have been assoc
iated with it, I think it's safe to say 
that without Terry, the Gazette 
would have ceased publishing long 
before now . 

f leming-f ot o 

315 WEST BROADWAY• WEST PLAINS , MISSOURI 65775 

CALL (417) 256·11 55 
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During my years as Gazette 
editor, I W:'.'5 frequently aske d 
which issue I thought was our best. 
I can no more answer that now 
than I could then. As far as I'm con
cerned, each issue has containe d 
material unique or noteworthy 
enough to be deeme d a "best." Per 
sonally spea king, I think my best 
work was contained in the earlier 
issues, Gazettes Two through Ten, 
when my energies were fresh and 
financial considerati ons had not 
become so burdensome . The hard
est work was researching and 
writing the histories of prominent 
pioneer families of the area. It was 
extremely difficult to separate fact 
from fiction, historically speaking, 
and harder still to find a way of 
presenting often unpleasant infor
mation in a way that was factually 
correct and still acceptable to the 
present day members of those 
families. The most enjoyable 
aspect was conducting interviews. 
Of these, I think our published in
terviews with Homer Arnett , Aunt 
Bess Newton , and Cap Newberry 



stand out as highlights of Ozark 
authenticity. 

Do I have any regrets? Well, if 
we had known when we were just 
starting out what we know now, 
perhaps some costly mistakes 
could have been avoided. And cer
tainly some great and colorful per
sonalities slipped away before we 
could capture at least a part of 
them in our pages. But no. . .no , 
regrets. From the beginning, our 
aim was to record with accuracy 
and compassion the history of this 
one small town and the hills that 
surround it, and to preserve that 
history in a form that will stand the 
test of time. And for 30 issues, 
that's exactly what we've done. 

Organizations in West Plains 
The foll?wing. is a list of organizations in West Plains arranged 

chronolog1cally m the decade they were formed or founded. Sincere 
apologies to any group which might be left out. 

All issues of the West Plains 
Gazette have been printed on high 
quality paper to ensure that 
photographs and print won't fade, 
yellow, or crumble with age. The 
covers have all been coated with 
plastic to protect the contents from 
moisture and mildew. That mearis 
that copies of the Gazette will be 
around long after we and our 
children's children are gone. 

1860s 
Mount Zoin Lodge A.F. and AM. in 1867 

1870s 
Odd Fellows in 1871 

1880s 
Grand Army of the Republic in 1885 

Royal Arch Masons in 1885 
Knights of Pythias in 1889 

1890s 
Knights Templar in 1890 

Order of the Eastern Star in 1890 
Court of Honor in 1890 

Woman's Relief Corps in 1892 
Modern Woodmen of America in 1895 

Rebekahs in 1896 
Fortnightly Clnb iu 1896 

Woodmen of the World in 1897 
. Royal Neighbors in 1898 
I 

Company K of the National Guard in 1899 

1900s 
I like to imagine a time, say 100 Chamber of Commerce in 1900 

years into the future, when some- 1 
, (originally known as the Commercial Club) 

one somewhere is going through 
their family's long-forgotten keep- Pythian Sisters in 1900 
sakes . In the corner of an attic I 

Knights and Ladies of Security in 1903 
trunk they find a stack of dusty Needlecraft Club in 1906 
magazines. They take them out, Sew and Sew Club in 1907 
dust them off, and start turning the Lacher Club in 1908 
pages, stopping here and there to Bon Temps in 1909 

Teens read. In those pages our faces will 
be seen, our names read, our 
stories heard again. In this way, Brotherhood of American Yeoman in 1911 
despite the years, they will know Boy Scouts in 1913 
us, and we will know them . Wednesday Club in 1913 

Five Hundred Club in 1913 
This 30th issue marks the end of ' Daughters of the American Revolution 

regular publication for the Gazette, in 1914 
at least for now. Will there be 
another Gazette in the future? The 
answer to that question will have 
to come from the person who 
created it in the first place, and 
who always paid the bills when the 
bank account was empty. But 
whatever happens , Russ, I think we 
can say, 

"We did it. .. we really did it." 

- Michael Cochran 

Parent-Teacher Association in 1914 
P.E.O. Sisterhood in 1916 

Howell County Chapter of the American 
Red Cross, June 14, 1917 

Howell County Extension Office in 1917 
(began with a home economist) 

Wayne T. Boles American Legion Post 
in 1919 

1920s 
Girl Scouts in 1923 
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American Legion Auxiliary in 1923 
Business and Professional Women in 1925 
4-H (originally started as cooking and sew
ing clubs in 1926. Sometime in 1930s 
became known as 4-H). 

1930s 
Robert F. Mullins Post #1828 of V.F.W. 

May 9, 1930 

Kiwanis, June 23, 1930 
Women 's Library Club II 

October 18, 1930 
Ladies Auxiliary of V.F.W. 

November 26, 1937 

1940s 
W.P. Rotary Club, March 18, 1941 

Lions Club, September 19, 1946 

1960s 
West Plains Artists Guild in June 1963 

Lionettes Club in 1967 
West Plains Elk Lodge #2418 

and Auxiliary in 1969 

1970s 
Optimist Club in 1970 

Howell County Volunteers in 1971 
Disabled American Veterans 

March 28, 1972 
(Auxiliary one year later) 

West Plains Council on the Arts in 1975 
South Central Missouri Genealogical 

Society in January 1975 

1980s 
Christos Honse in 1981 

Progressive Study Club (Partner Club) 
July 1983 

Junior Club, July 1984 
Juniorette Club, July 1984 
Girls Town Club, July 1984 

Heart of the Ozarks Theatre Company 
(HOTCO) in 1987 

West Plains Car Club in 1987 

The Salvation Army has recently been re
organized in West Plains, and a local 
chapter of the Audobon Society and the 
American Vets, Post 98 and Auxiliary 
were also organized in the 1980s. 



WEST PLAINS HEALTH CARE CENTER 

Our Management Team shares a common goal: We want West Plains 
Health Care Center to be the finest Skilled Nursing Facility anywhere, 

and at the same time we want it to be a warm and happy home for our residents. 
Come visit us and tell us how we're doing. 

P.O. Box 497 • 211 Davis Drive • West Plains, Missouri 65775 • 417/ 256-0798 

Jacob, Megan, & Andy 

WEST PLAINS 
PROPANE 

417/256-3470 

John G. Morrison 
Robert Stauffer 

508 Lincoln 
West Plains, MO 

Serving the community for 30 years ... 
and for generations to come. 
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LETTERS 
(Many thanks to all the readers who have written to us over the 

years. Your kind comments have kept us going.) 

Dear Russ, 
I just received my current issue of the Gazette and am dropping 

everything to read it, as usual. 
You always have so many beautiful and interesting people in 

your stories, most of whom I know or at least heard Mom and 
Dad talk about. 

I'm so sorry that I read J.E. "Good" Hard's obituary a week 
before this magazine arrived. I hope he got to see it. I met Mr. 
Hard in 1954 while attending WPHS with his daughters. Many 
years later, in 1973, I again saw and talked with Mr. Hard in the 
coffee shop of the Holiday Inn numerous times. I never saw him 
without a smile on his face, and warm handshake, and a kind 
word to every person he met. 

He TRULY was "GOOD"!!! 
That's the way I remember your father, Van ... Woody 

Woodworth ... and Jack McFarland, just some of my Daddy's 
real good friends. 

I've moved since the last Gazette came out but it caught up to 
me. Please note my new address. You see, I have them all, so far, 
and don't want to start missing them now. 

I have to get back to my Gazette and please keep them coming. 

Thank You, 
Roberta Barnett 

Mountain Grove, Missouri 

Note: Even though the entire magazine was not completed in 
time for Good to see it, he did have an opportunity to see the 
cover of the Gazette just a few days before his death. 

Thank you so much for the lovely tribute paid to our brother 
Good in your last issue. We shall all treasure that issue forever. 
I'm enclosing a poem I wrote which was read at the funeral. Use 
it if you see fit. We enjoy the magazine and look forward to every 
copy. 

We have made friends with a woman who is trying to establish 
her family tree. Her folks came from Oregon County. I loaned 
her the issue featuring the early history and she was delighted. 
We have saved all of our copies and I especially enjoy going back 
through them from time to time. Enclosed is my renewal check. 

Sincerely, 
Holly (Hard) Carlson 

Englewood, Colorado 

FOR GOOD! 

HE WAS A TREASURE, 

HE WAS A PLEA8URE, 
HE WAS A GROJCH ✓ 
WHO'D .SIT ON l"HE COUCH, 
AND ,56.'( 11 HELL ! II 

HE LOVE.D TO \/lSlT / 

AND PHlLOSOPH lZE 
./ 

AND SYMPATHIZE 
I 

AND TALK WISE: ~ 

HE L~VEP H\'5 WIFE/ 
Hl0 KIOO., 
Hl.3 FAM\LY., 

H l'5 HOM~ AND ~URCH~ 

HE LOVED WEST PL.Al NS/ 
HE. LOVED ~OD -

AND GOD LOYED HIM I_ 

HE WAS OUR BROTHER 

HOLL 'f C'ARL0CN 

Joe was right about it not being the Arcade Hotel, there was a 
small one-story building between the Quill building and the 
sidewalk along the Arcade Hotel which I had forgotten about. It 
was destroyed in the explosion. I think ther e was a picture of it in 
the Gazette, but if so, I don't remember the issne. Anyway it was 
my mistake. But I think the picture was a good summertime one, 
mindful of the days when clothes were made by hand, washed in 
the tub on a washboard , starched stiff, and ironed with an iron 
heated on a hot stove. White dresses and many petticoat~! In 
some ways they were not the good ole days! 

Pauline Pond 
West Plains, Missouri 

Note: This letter from Pauline was written in response to a com
ment from Joe Aid about the photo on page 64 of issue Number 
Twenty-Nine. 

'!11~~w 
~~oVSE 

EVERYTHING 
TO .BUILD WITH 

1- : ]i'J J!,_£J, -~ -pru, ;Tc-., :t, J.ll!U _, _, [Qtlf g \..., 
UNI I -" -

THE QUICK PRINT SHOP 
NOT JUST A COPY SHOP! 

We print just about everything 
. .. for just about everybody. 
1111 Porter Wagoner • West Plains, MO 

417 /256-0363 
J.P. & Lorene Morgan 

DELIVERY 

-- -- - == 

\: I ' ~. : , •• . II 

: I. • 11 

, HARDWARE . LUMBER 
~ ' . t . ,· ~ 

-ESTIMATES 
WEST BROADWAY & 63 BYPASS • WEST PLAINSL_MISSOURI 
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-
DAIRY QUEEN BRAZIER 

:~ 
½~ 

. -..... ,. 

for unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior. which is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:11 

A Christmas messa8e from Dairy QJJeen. 

-..,,,-.. , 'lET'5 ALL GO TO DA1R.Y QUEEN' 
... . . ~ "!. 

o· 
. HOURS OPEN: 

~ Mon.-Thurs. 10to 10 
Fri. & Sat . 10 to 11 
Sunday 11 :30 to 10 

~ 

417-256-2008 
Highway 63 South 

West Plains. Missouri 

Best Wishes 
for the 

Holidays 

& 

Vermeer 

EDGELLER 
and HARPER 
Farm Equipment, Inc. 

(®KUBOTA 
I 
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As you know , I have never been critical of anything which you 
have printed in the Gazette. Never was there ever a reason to. 
You also know that in some of the articles which I have 
submitted there have been some errors in times and places 
which, in your editing, you have corrected before printing. 

Now, in Gazette #29, I must point out that , due to my own 
sloppy handwriting, some errors have shown up in "Scatter 
Shooting" about the St. Louis World's Fair of 1904. For instance , 
Delmar Gardens which has long been known as one of the 
premier entertainment and amusement parks in the country was 
printed "DELMAR GORDON'S" and "DELAWARE GARDEN.'' 
The municipal opera is "MUNI" not "MUNY," the song was "Meet 
Me in St. Louis, (pronounced LEWY) Louis, Meet Me at the 
Fair" - of course some people do call "LOUIS" "LOUIE" but 
never in St. Louis. 

The main reason that I'm calling this to your attention is that 
some subscribers in the St. Louis area and some others familiar 
with that grand old town are apt to wonder about my ability to 
get my act in order - iu this case or in any other articles, past 
and future. 

Please be assured that I'm not being critical of anyone on your 
staff. As I said in the beginning it all is on account of my sloppy 
handwriting. I'll try aud do better next time. 

Keep happy , 
Dick Shadburne 

Dallas, Texas 

[Note: Dick is very kind to take responsibility for the mistakes in 
last issue's Scatter Shooting, however, I believe most of the blame 
probably belongs at the editing end. Had we not been in such a 
hurry most of these errors would have been readily apparent. 
Thanks for keeping us on track!] 

Editor's Note: When correspondent Dick Shadburn e was asked 
what he would like to contribute to the last issue, he requested we 
re-run his guest editorial which originally appeared in issue 
Number Twelve. 

Guest Editorial 
Judgiug from the Letters column - letters from every direc

tion in the laud - there seems to be the most heartfelt agree
ment that Russ, Mike and the others on the Gazette staff have 
succeeded in giving us "issues which would not ouly be enjoyable 
to read today, but which will stand the test of time. We see each 
issue as a time capsule which we are sending to the future , telling 
a part of the story of how our forefathers carved this town out of 
a rocky little valley west of Thomasville." 

The Gazette is setting a pattern , iu addition to bringing us West 
Plains history , so that those who come after us will be able to find 
out something about the way of life in West Plains today - what 
made us laugh and what made us cry. As time races on, we know 
that fewer and fewe r of us oldsters cau say: This is the place 
where I was born and wher e generatious of my family lived and 
died . This land , this house , this town , are part of me, and I am 
part of them. 

Now we are a mobile people. Many of ns leave the place of our 
growing up. For good. Oh, we may return once in a while, but on 
each succeeding visit old friends are fewer, and finally we find no 
reason to go back. We grow away. We come to dress differently . 
We speak differently. We think thoughts other than those that 
sustained our fathers. 

This, however , cannot be said of most West Plaius people. The 
atmosphere of our town and its people is uuique. Those of us who 
were born and raised there, or who have ever lived there, want 
to return and to hang on dearly to the tap roots of the West Plains 
tradition. The Gazette is furnishing the present generations who 
live in West Plains the inspiration to continue the tradition . It 
must not , repeat, must not, be allowed to wither and die. 30 

Dick Shadburne 
WPHS Class of 1915 

Dallas, Texas 



Thank you for notifying me about my subscription . I have been 
wondering about it but neglecting to ask. I have all the issues so 
far and wouldn't want to miss any future ones. 

I especially enjoyed the photo of the group of ladies from 
Pomona. It has two of my aunts in it. Mrs. Calvin Cage was the 
wife of my father's oldest brother and Mary Young was my 
father's only sister. 

I have some old photos of our family including one of Uncle 
Dick Smith who was my grandmother's brother. 

My grandfather homesteaded land northeast of West Plains 
and I was raised in that neighborhood until 1923 when I moved 
with my family to Springfield. My brothers and sisters and I 
attended the Schneider School, which used to stand near the 
small Baptist Church on the White Church road. Our parents and 
uncles and aunts, also attended the first Schneider School built on 
Schneider land across the road from the other one. It was on a -
wooded hill, (which has now been cleared by bulldozers) a well 
was dug in the valley nearby for the school's water supply. The 
well had long been filled in by flood water when I was a girl. 

I would like to know if anyone has a photograph of the 
Schneider school building. I attempted to paint a picture of it for 
my children but could not remember how many windows were 
on each side. 

My nephew, Don Smith, mentions sometime having a 
Schneider School reunion, but has made no move to ask if 
anyone would be interested. He owns the big old school bell that 
rang across the hills and valleys calling us to school. 

Sincerely, 
Mary E. Holt 

Springfield, Missouri 

P.S. By the way, I was 13 years old when I left West Plains in 
1923. 

Note: The following photo is the best we could come up with of 
the Schneider School - maybe some of our readers can help out. 

Schneider School, April 21, 1911. Schneider School was located about five 
miles northeast of We st Plains approximately where Junction Hill School 
ls now. Standing from left are, Ona Chamberlain, unknown , unknown, 
Ellen (Russell) Ridenour, Lura (Nolte) Bell, Mary (Smith) Hart, Elsie 
(Russe ll) Smith, Shellie (Seay) Roberts, Maude (Songer) Taylor, Stanle y 
Mahan, John Nolte, Art Songer, Herbert Chamberlain, Alfred Smith, Tony 
Melnechle (Schnelder Schoo l teac her), Garce (Chamberlain) White, and 
Addle (Seay) Shue. Kneeling from left , Chester Chamberlain (not positive 
Iden tification), Henry Smith , unknown, Pearl Russell, unknown, Carrie 
(Mahan) Gilliam and Catherin e (Cole) Meyers. The building was erected In 
1904 and was used until Junction Hill School was consolidated. 

Thanks for mailing me the No. 29 Summer 1987 Gazette. I en
joy everyone. Lot of folks I don't know, but the magazines still 
mean a lot to me. I was born on Broadway, May 1, 1900, when 
my dad was Sheriff of Howell County. 

Ada Maxey 
Pomona, Missouri 
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(417)256-8191 
Jct. Hwy. 63 & 160 South 

West Plains, Missouri 
HOME OWNED & OPERATED 

DINING ROOM • COFFEE SHOP 
Banquet and Convention Facilities 
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BUFFET DAILY 
"One of the Finest in the Ozarks" 

Featuring a Super Salad Bar. Steaks , 
Seafood and Sandw iches of your choice 

SEAFOOD BUFFET 
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT 

SUPERMARKETS 
We have stores in 

Alton .. Ava .. Malden, 
Thayer, West Plains, 
Doniphan, Corning, 

and Jonesboro, Arkansas 
and Dyer, Tennesee 

"Serving the Ozarks for over 30 years" 
Shop et the Wallace & Owens Store nearest you. 

LARRY WALLACE - KELLY OWENS 

Visit us in West Plains at 
416 East Main - 256-3148 



I would like to renew the subscription of the Gazette for my 
sons, Leon DeLarm and Dale DeLarm. Also, I want to thank you 
for such a nice write-up of the "Langstons" as I am one of the 
clan . I really enjoy reading the magazine. 

Lorena DeLarm 
Macon, Missouri 

I'm enclosing a picture that I found here. It is Mrs. Fred Pease 
and her son Langston , taken in 1901 it says. I don't think the date 
is right. I think 1905 would be more correct. I don't have 
Langston 's address but maybe you do have or you could add it to 
your collection. 

My husband , Charles Jackson , and I recently celebrated the 
50th anniversary of our wedding which took place in All Saints 
Church in West Plains on September 8, 1937. Our three 
daughters , Marian Bliss, Mary Frances Rowe and Peggy 
Ketterhangen had a lovely reception for us on September 5th. 

In connection with this, we also had a family reunion. All eight 
of my nieces and nephews and one niece of my husband , came 
from all parts of the country: California, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Missouri, Virginia, Maryland and Canada. Together with 
our three daughters this was the first time the eleven grand
children of my parents , Lillian and Will Mantz, had all been 
together. The eight older ones had been together in 1940. Also 
enclosed is a picture of that meeting and pictures of the same 
group at this time. 

I continue to enjoy the Gazette and wish that it could come 
more often . 

Sincerely yours, 
Mabel Mantz Jackson 
Burlington , Wisconsin 

let us put YOU in the picture 
as another satisfied customer, 

Serving you in the same location since July 7, 1894 
Court Square, West Plains, Missouri - 417-256-2889 
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Front row: Mike Kettenhagen, Peggy Jackson Kettenhagen, Mable Man 
Jackson , Charles Jackson, Mary Frances Jackson Rowe, Kenyon Tobie 
brother In law of Charles Jackson. Back row: Martin Walt, Dorothy Man 
Walt, Richard Griffith, Ben Mantz, Barbara Schwegar, niece of Charle 
Jackson, Dorothy Walt Waugh, Jane Logan Reid, Bob Rowe, Alice Stoke 
Mantz, Bob Stooker, Marian Jackson Bliss, Arleen Wilson Kelly, Ma 
Mantz Griffith, Mary Mantz, Mary FranceH Toblett, sister of Chari 
Jackson and BIIJ Mantz. 

Back row: Allee Mantz, Dorothy Elizabeth Walt, and Martin Walt. Front 
row: Ben Mantz, Jane Logan, Bill Mantz, Alleen Wilson and Mary Mantz. 
This photo was taken In 1940 and Includes all of the grandchildren of 
Lillian and Will W. Mantz except the three children of Mabel (Mantz) and 
Charles Jackson, who had not yet been born. 

Back row: Alice Stooker, Dorothy Waugh and Martin Walt. Middle row: 
Jane Reid, Ben Mantz, 8111 Mantz, Alleen Kelly and Mary Griffith. Front 
row: Marian Bliss, Peggy Kettenhagen and Frances Rowe. This photo, 
taken in 1987 at the golden wedding celebration for Mabel (Mantz) and 
Charles Jackson in Burlington, Wisconsin, is the same group as the photo 
above shows with the addition of the three daughters of Mabel and 
Charles Jackson. 



The photo at left is the photo of Mrs. Fred Pease and her son, Langston, which 
was sent to us by Mabel Jackson. The two photos above are courtesy of Terril 
Shull. Shown in the middle is Verness Shull, son of Lenora (Willgus) and W.A. 
Shull, at age three months . His gown was made from his mother's wedding dress. 
Above right is Meta Hudson. 

West Plains Glass Company 

West Plains Glass Co. is celebrating 
its 25th year in business. 

Bob and Mary Henderson purchased 
the C.E. Watts Glass Co. 7 21 
Washington Ave., and opened for 
business Nov. 1, 1962. Bob had 12 
years previous experience in the glass 
business in Springfield before moving 
to West Plains. They remained at the 
Washington Avenue location until Feb. 
1, 19 7 0 then they moved into a new 
building at 1610 Porter Wagoner 
Blvd., which is their present location. 

Henderson is manager and their son 
David, is assistant manager. Mary 
Henderson is head bookkeeper, 
Tammy Henderson is assistant book
keeper, and Deborah French is sales 
clerk. 

Bob Cooper has 18 years experience 
in auto glass installation. Robert 
Henderson with 24½ years ex
perience, and Curt Williams with 13 

years are commercial and residential 
glass installers. 

The many products and services 
they have to offer include all types of 
glass, mirrors cut to size and frame 
mirrors, thermally-broken windows 
and patio doors with insulated glass, 
storm windows, and storm doors, 
shower doors and tub enclosures, 
aluminum awnings, automatic en
trance doors, all commercial and 
residential. 

They sell and install auto glass in all 
domestic and foreign vehicles while 
the customer waits. They also offer 
Pittsburgh paints, stains, and sundry 
items; wallpaper is in stock and books 
are available for special orders. 

Business hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday; 8 a .m. to 
noon on Saturdays or call 256-3600 
or 256-6300. 

11 

- Home Office -

1026 WEST BROADWAY 
WEST PLAINS, MISSOURI 65775 

(41 7) 256 -2011 

- Offices In -

THAYER, MISSOURI 
(417) 264-7414 

WILLOW SPRINGS 
(417) 469 -2439 



L Our pioneer ~ 
forefathers saw the timber- .,. 
land of the Missouri Ozarks as a vast resource, 
and they depended on wood products for many of their 
everyday needs. At Amyx, we still see timberland as a vast 
resource, and that's why we're continuing the vision our fore
fathers saw. Time has improved the techniques we use to make 
our fine furniture, but we still take the same pride and care as 
our ancestors did. And that's why even though our market is 
worldwide, our home will always be the Ozarks. 

AMYX MANUFACTURING, Ltd. 
PARTNERSHIP / 

1 
.... ~ ... :::·7r1J/ / 

P.O. Dux 199 • W,s, Plairu, MO ~~2' ( 
J\~ \ , 

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there. 

Jim Collum 
agent (. 

1002 W. Broadway 
P.O. Box 75 
West Plains. 

Missouri 65775 
417-256-0620 

office 

417-256- 7307 
home 
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My ancestors Nancy Callahan Reeves daughter of John 
Callahan and Sarah Hill was of Pottersville district and I was very 
pleased to see in print in issue Number 25 my own grandfather 
Reeves' picture. James Reeves, killed along with his wife, Tabitha 
Mitts Hollingshad, in a car accident in April of 1955, was a cousin 
and I understand a long time Howell County Baptist Preacher , I 
would very much like to see a story and history printed on him. 
He and his wife are buried in the New Liberty Cemetery. 

Sincerely Your Most Interested Fan, 
Mildred Reeves Hall 

Gustine, Texas 

P.S, I don't have issues Number One and Two and would buy 
them from anyone interested in selling. 

We are in receipt of your letter to Mrs. Pauline Jolliff 
Schuchman regarding renewal of her subscription to the West 
Plains Gazette for 1987. 

Mrs. Schuchman, who was my mother, passed away May 3, of 
this year. She enjoyed the Gazette very much , hav ing spent a 
number of years living there. Her father was Gus W. Jolliff who 
was Fire Chief for the city of West Plains from shortly after the 
tragic fire of 1928 until he retired in 1940 or 41. There was a 
special article regarding the history of the Fire Department, 
written in 1978, which may be of interest to some West Plains 
residents. 

I also have many memories of West Plains, as I lived there with 
my parents when I was a small child. My mother married Conra d 
McMillin, son of Will and Maude McMillin, my grandparents, who 
lived on Missouri Avenue for many years . Will McMillin was a 
former State Representative , and also a County Superintendent 
of schools for Howell County. He then was in the insurance 
business for many years, with his office next to one of the major 
banks on the west side of the square. My father , Conrad was sixth 
of the McMillin's seven sons. He had just started a new dairy in 
West Plains with his brother Jim McMillin as a partner, when he 
was tragically killed in a head on collision with a truck while 
making deliveries in the rural area around West Plains. Conrad 
was only twenty-four years old and left Pauline, his young wife 
and two small children, Con Jr. age five and Pat ty Lou, age four. 1 
am that "Patty Lou." 

Yours very truly , 
Patricia L. McMillin Pratt 

Elsberry, Missouri 

Ozark 
Asphalt 

Company 
General Asphalt Construction 

Siloam Springs Route Box 334 A • 256 -2074 



THRIFTY IMPORTS 

And if you are in 
the market for a pickup, 

come see our large 
selection of ... 

rnazca 2 &4 
Wheel Drive Pickups 

Parts, Service, & Body Shop 

417-883-8800 
Open every night til 9:00 p.m. 

3600 S. Glenstone 
Springfield, MO 65804 

' / - .-· ,.... 

SPRINGFIE LD 

. THRIFTY 
IMPORTS 

11 Where t he world ' s grea t 

MTN. 
GROVE 

WEST 
PLAINS 

N 

cars come toge t her .'' 
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The History of W 
Since much of the history of our 

town has already been covered in 
past issues of the Gazette, I've piec
ed together some of these 
fragments and bolstered them with 
new information when possible. 

I extend my gratitude to Dorotha 
Reavis who has made this job in
finitely easier by her well
researched articles on the history of 
Howell County which have already 
appeared in the Gazette, starting 
with the year 1839 in issue Number 
One and continuing through I 9 I I 
in Number Four. (We had always 
intended to continue this history in 
segments, and I sure wish now that 
we had!) Dorotha and I also brain
stormed one afternoon in an effort 
to make sure nothing important 
was omitted. Her help has been in
valuable. 

There are many others who have 

helped along the way, not 
necessarily with just this issue, but 
also in every issue leading to it. 
Dick Shadburne, Joe and Toney 
Aid, Pauline Pond, Herman Quick, 
Olive Kingsbury, Shirley Piland to 
name a few. And of the course the 
past editors of the Gazette: Russ 
Cochran, Mike Cochran, Jim Cox, 
and Mark Lewis. Thanks guys! 

Others are residents of West 
Plains who have passed on but left 
a rich legacy of history for us to 
use. The Williams Sisters, Catherine 
Castner, Alice Carey Risley, Joe 
Jones - they were all historians 
who paid careful attention to 
detail. The most recent addition to 
this list is longtime Gazette friend 
Hal Thornburgh. Hal passed away 
this fall, and he is greatly missed. I 
could always save up a few ques
tions for him, and when he drop-

ped by for an occasional visit at the 
office, he always seemed to know 
the answers. 

There are many, many others 
who went out of their way to loan 
us photographs and information or 
look up things and dig through old 
records - that list is very long. 

To anyone who contributed any 
effort in helping with this Gazette 
or any previous ones, thank you 
very much. We couldn't have done 
it without you. 

This is beginning to sound like 
some sort of extra-long acceptance 
speech at an awards banquet, but 
in this case the star hasn't even 
been introduced yet, (and I'll let her 
speak for herself). Now, without 
further delay, I present to you, West 
Plains . .. 

- editor 

Antebellum West Plains 
The first real evidence we have 

of human occupation in this area 
are the Indian artifacts, mostly 
arrowheads, which are still found 
in and around West Plains. 

The Indians who lived here were 
generally nomadic. There is little 
evidence of major Indian activity in 
the immediate area of West Plains. 

While native American habita
tion dates back several thousand 
years, white men moved here only 
recently in terms of world history. 

Actual settlement of the territory 
which would later become West 
Plains began in 1839. At that time 
the present-day Howell County 
was part of Ripley County. 

There were no roads in the sur
round ing territory, only trails 
made by wild animals. One of 
these paths led from Thomasville 
to what is now West Plains. 

In the summer of 1839, a hunter 
named Adams became the first 
white settler within the current 

limits of Howell County and West 
Plains. He settled at the spring later 
known as Town Spring presently 
flowing from underneath the 
Public Library in West Plains. With 
his nearest neighbor living 20 miles 
away, Mr. Adams soon became 
tired of the solitude and sold his im
provement - a small shack and 
three to four acres of cultivated 
land - to a member of the Howell 
family who settled here in October, 
1839. The Howells became the first 
permanent settlers of the county 
which in 18 years would bear their 
name. 

Two brothers , George Washing
ton "Wash" Galloway and Jam es 
Galloway, also moved here from 
East Tennesse e with their new 
brides in 1839. 

Within the next three years, the 
families of Eli Tabor, Nathan Mc
Cammon, Aaron Hutton , Abraham 
Smith, Johnathon Dexter and pro
bably others settled in the area. 
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In 1848, the area was surveyed 
by the government, section lines 
were established, and the 
favorable reports of the surveyors 
induced considerable immigration. 

Schools 
As the population increased, 

there became a great need for 
schools. With no sawmill, and 
probably few tools, the first one
room schools were extremely 
primitive. But the people of the 
community did the best they could 
with what they had, and the 
children's educations were soon 
underway. 

The first school built at West 
Plains was built by Jonathan Dex
ter and was located just south of 
the former home of George Sessen 
in the north east part of town. The 
16' x 20' building was constructed 
of hewed logs and had a large 
fireplace in one end. 



:St Plains, Missouri 
West Plains Founded 

By 1848 the population had in
creased so much that there was a 
need for a post office. The area had 
been included in the newly created 
Oregon County, and land was sell
ing for a "bit" (12½ cents) per acre. 

On December 7, 1848, Josephus 
M. Howell was appointed post
master of the first post office 
established in what is now Howell 
County. The post office was kept in 
his home one mile east of the pre
sent location of the square and was 
named "West Plains" by Circuit 
Judge John R. Woodside of Oregon 
County, for the plains west of 
Thomasville. 

In 1848 there was very little 
timber growing in sight of the 
spring in West Plains. All the 
valleys and hills were covered with 
tall prairie grass called blue stem. 
From any of the hills around, a 
man could be seen for several 
miles down in the valley. West 
Plains was a much more appro
priate name then, than now. 

The country continued to in
crease in population, and in the 
Legislature of 1856-57 a bill was 
passed forming the present county 
of Howell. 

Local Government 
Benjamin Alsup, James Ellison 

and Joseph H. Russell were the first 
county justices. Joseph Howell was 

MA CHIN E SHOP FO REIGN CAR PARTS 

BRIDGES 
UTOPART 

HEADQUARTERS FOR 
EVERYTHING IN PARTS 

C
O N DA Y THROUGH FRID°] Y 

7.30 a.m to 5 :00 p .m . 
SATUR DAY S 

7 :30am to 1:00p m. 

4 1 7 -2 5 6-6 1 1 1 
109 Aid Ave. • West Plains 

the first sheriff, and Joseph Harris 
the first clerk. Judge Ellison soon 
resigned his office and John 
McDaniel was appointed to fill his 
place. The county was attached to 
the 15th Judicial circuit over which 
Judge Albert Jackson presided. 
Judge John R. Woodside was the 
first circuit attorney. The first cir
cuit court was held in a little log 

cabin one mile east of West Plains , 
and there was but one case on the 
docket. 

Population 
June, 1860 

Howell County ....... . .. . . 3,169 
West Plains ..... . ..... .. . .. 150 

For over half a century, West Plains 
families have relied on Robertson-Drago 
Funeral Home for professional, caring 
attention in times of need . It's our con
tinuing pledge to carry on the tradition of 
thoughtful, personalized services. 

. , . .. . n omDSM NAIIONAl u,YITAJIOM ! SEU CTED 
M ORT/C/AfllS 

Vivian H. Drago • Charles H. Drago • Marjorie L. Drago 

Robertson-Drago Funeral Home 
211 West Ma in St ree t• 417 -256 -2121 • W est Plains , Mi ss ouri 

Serving th e West Plain s ar ea f or ov er fift y y ears ! 
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This rare tintype of a group of Union soldiers is from the collection of Olidene Harris. The location is unknown, and 
none of the men are identified. However, it is believed Col. William Monks may be in the group . 

The States at War 
On April 12, 1861, the South 

fired on Fort Sumter, starting the 
War Between the States . For a few 
months , West Plains residents 
managed to remain neutral and 
turn a deaf ear to the reports of 
fighting in the East. 

Then Governor Claiborne Jack
son issued a proclamation calling 
Missouri to arms. State Represen
tative John R. Woodside, who 
represented both Oregon and 
Howell Counties, hurried back 
from Jefferson City and began to 
recruit soldiers for the Con
federacy. 

Notices were published announc
ing a public meeting in West Plains 
for the purpose of recruiting men 
for Confederat e service. A pole had 
been placed by Durham 's Store on 
the corner of the square at East 
Main Street for the purpose of 
displaying the Confederat e flag. 
The Unionists immediately placed 
a pole on the West Main corner of 
the square at McGinty's Store to fly 
the American flag. 

The big rally was held July 1, 
1861, and many persons were in 

town to hear Judge "Wild Bill" 
Price of Springfield speak on behalf 
of the Confederacy. A large 
speaker's stand had been erected 
just east of the Town Spring, with 
seating for hundreds of people. The 
Confederates raised their Stars and 
Bars, marking the first time the flag 
had ever been displayed locally, 
and it drew lots of attention. The 
Union men raised the Stars and 
Stripes and each side rallied 
around their own flag. 

The Confederates had warned 
the Union men to remain silent or 
they would be shot full of holes. 
Nevertheless , while there was a lull 
in the speaking, William Monks 
walked to the speaker's stand and 
announced there would be a Union 
meeting near South Fork at Black's 
Store on the following Saturday , 
and invited all to come he ar Union 
speeches and the reading of the 
Constitution of the United States. 
Many men stood, with rifles in 
hand, demanding the other side 
lower their flag. 

It appeared that blood was soon 
to be shed on the street of a town 
that , four years before, did not ex
ist. Finally, it was agreed that qoth 
flags would be lowered at the same 
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time, and the excitement , for that 
day, came to an end. 

As a result of this meeting , three 
companies of Confederate soldiers 
were recruited to be commanded 
by Capt. George Washington 
Galloway of West Plains, Capt. 
William Howard of South Fork and 
Capt. Michael Forshee of Gunter's 
Valley. These three companies first 
saw service in the battle of Wilson's 
Creek near Springfield, August 10, 
1861, where they lost several men. 
When the six-months' term of 
enlistment for the State Guards was 
up, a company was organized by 
Nicks and Captain Howard for the 
regular Confederate service . This 
organization went South and serv
ed in the Battle of Corinth. There 
were no organized units recruited 
in the county for Union service. 

On Saturday, July 6, 1861, the 
Union meeting was held, as an
nounced, at Black's Store near 
South Fork. Union speeches were 
made and William Monks read the 
Constitution of the United States . 

The next night, on July 7th, a 
group of Confederate men rode up 
to the home of William Monks, 
who lived on a farm between South 
Fork and Moody. At least nine of 



the soldiers were personally ac
quainted with Monks and some 
were neighbors. Michael Forshee, 
William and Alfred Nicks, Garrett 
Weaver, Wilburn Baker, Jesse 
Reeves, Nathaniel Barnett, James 
Fore, Joseph Teverbaugh, and six
teen others were in the group. The 
soldiers arrived at about 11 :00 p.m. 
Their purpose was to arrest, im
prison or force Union men into the 
Confederate army to fight. The 
Union leaders were to be hanged. 
They did take Monks prisoner, but 
he managed to escape and spent 
the next four years recruiting 
soldiers into the Union Army, 
eventually becoming their leader 
when he was made Captain of 
Company K of the 16th Missouri 
Cavalry. 

Sometime in 1861 the important 
records of the county officers were 
removed from the courthouse and 
hidden in a cave where they re
mained until the end of the war. 

In February, 1862, a squad of 
Confederate soldiers took refuge in 
the small wooden courthouse in 
the center of the square. A com
pany of Federal troops, coming in
to town from the north, stationed a 
small cannon on the hill now 
traversed by Washington Avenue, 
and riddled the courthouse with 
solid shot and grape . The Southern 
troops got safely away with the ex
ception of one man who was killed 
in the flight. This and one brush 
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An example of private scrip issued in West Plains. Scrip was issued 
by local merchants, and this particular one was backed by T.N. and 
G.H. Templeton. Scrip came into use in the early war years as a 
means of making change , due to the hoarding of silver . 

between "bushwackers" of both 
sides which occurred on South 
Fork, near the place later known as 
the Hylton farm, are the only in
stances known when northern and 
southern troops actually establish
ed contact in Howell County. 

A regiment of Federal troops 
under General Davidson spent 
some time here while on their way 
south and Provost-Marshall McNul
ty with a considerable force 
camped for several months on the 
line of hills in the southeast part of 
West Plains. The nearly unin
habited country did not seem of 
enough strategic importance to 
hold permanently, however, and 
the soldiers moved on, leaving 
behind the graves of twelve of 
their number. These twelve were 
later transferred to a national 
cemetery . Neither side maintained 
a permanent post in this county 
during the war. 

Extreme hardships were en
dured by Union sympathizers who 
were forced to leave their homes , 
in the dead of winter, by the Con
federates. The Union refugees 
were allowed to take only what 
they could carry. The remainder of 
their possessions wer e confiscated 
by the Confederates. Hundr eds of 
homeless Howell Countians fled to 
Rolla, Missouri to find every ex
isting shelter taken . Others went to 
Springfield , Salem and Pilot Knob. 
Dozens of persons died from ex
posure to the winter weather. 

Nearly all the Southern sym
pathizer s were also eventually 
forced to leave. Many of them 
went to Oregon County and 
Batesville, Arkansas. 
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By 1863, West Plains was a ghost 
town. The curtains swung in the 
breeze, doors stood open and 
weeds wer e waist high in the 
streets . A Mr. D. Pennington pass
ed through town in the summer of 
1863 and reported the only living 
thing he saw was a cat. 

The following spring , West Plains 
was burned to the ground by a 
small group of renegades led by a 
man nam ed Watson . Southern 
Missouri was perhaps the most 
desolate spot in our entire nation 
during the Civil War. It was over 
run by both the Union and Con
federate Armies, making it unsafe 
for anyone to remain here. One of 
the few to stay was Rhoda 
Galloway , wife of Confederate Cap
tain "Wash" Galloway . She and her 
small children remained in their 
log home (located where Ozark s 
Medical Center now is) defending 
their property. She later told many 
stories of how terribl e her plight 
was during the war years. 

At the close of the war the 
refugees from the county began 
slowly to return . They found only 
ashes wher e they left comfortable 
dwellings; their fields were 
fenceless and grown up with youn g 
timber. The outlook was desolate , 
but with hard work and determina
tion, they were soon surrounded 
with the comforts of home . It was 
like a new country. 

Reconstruction 
The scars of the war were 

everywher e. Almost every family 
had lost two or thr ee young men 
on the battlefields. Many women 



returned as widows and were forc
ed to provide for their children 
without the assistance of an adult 
male. 

In 1865 a few families returned. 
A few more came in 1866, but the 
country did not begin to settle 
rapidly until the spring of 1867. 
During that and the three suc
ceeding years almost all of the old 
settlers returned. Many new set
tlers came in 1868-69 and new 
farms were opened. 

Local Government 
The county was re-organized by 

the State government in 1866. 
Peter Lamons, Joseph Speers and 
Richard Haven were appointed 
county justices. W. D. Mustion, 
sheriff, and W. Z. Buck, clerk. Since 
the courthouse had been burned 
the first courts were held in a little 
log cabin. The records of the coun
ty which had been preserved dur
ing the war by being hidden in a 
cave, were kept in the clerk's of
fice, a little 10x12 box shanty, 
which, together with all the 
records, was destroyed by fire in 
1866. (Records since the fall of 
1866 are preserved and can be 
found in the courthouse.) 

Trade and Commerce 
In 1868, E. F. Hynes and others 

purchased a press and material and 
established a small newspaper call
ed "The Type of the Times," which 
survived only a few months. 

Capt. William Monks was the first 
to build a house in West Plains 
after the war. After Monks built his 
log cabin, two other families, in 
1866, built cabins and Stephen 
Woodworth put up a store where 
the Masonic Temple is now 
located. John Rice had a store on 
the west side of the spring. At this 
time there were only 78 families 
living within the boundaries of 
Howell County. 

The settlers who had lived here 
before the war were finding that 
their former neighbors, who would 
have endured any hardship to help 
one another before the war, were 
suddenly 'cool' if not downright 
angry. Open hostilities began to 
flare up all over the area. The Ku 

These men are Union veterans from West Plains. This photo was published in the 
Honor Roll in. 1920. Front row from left: David W. Reese, O.R. Seiberling, W.B. 
Ripley, Gresham Hull, John G.W. Richardson, John W. Mustion, Thomas 0. Bugg, 
George F. Clark. 

' ' ,,~,ttl\.~.--- - ,. 
This photo is of the Confederate soldiers living in West Plains at the time of 
publication of the Howell County Honor Roll in 1920 . Front row: John A. Gunn, 
John Welch, Jeff Williams, Frank Pool, and J.G. Meltabarger. Back row: John J. 
Barger, Jacob Stubbs, Thomas Creek, Thomas B. Miller, John Yates, Thomas M. 
Lamons, and C. Yakey . 

Klux Klan became very active. As 
a whole, the settlers refused to live 
peaceably together. The Governor 
of Missouri appointed Capt. Monks 
as head of 'Martial Law' in Howell 
and Oregon Counties. Monks used 
whatever force was necessary to 
bring peace to the area and 
became known as a notorious per
son by all whose sympathies were 
with the confederacy. Monks was 
commissioned as a Colonel. At
tempts were made on his life as 
long as he lived . He died of natural 
causes in 1913 ending the career of 
one of the most colorful pioneer 
settlers. He was a farmer , 
preacher, orator, lawyer, soldier, 
postmaster, politician and at times 
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just plain 'onery'. He also authored 
A History of Southern Missouri and 
Northern . Arkansas, a valuable 
firsthand account of the early years 
in West Plains . 

By 1868 people were beginning 
to be somewhat more tolerant of 
their neighbors. As more people 
returned to rebuild, a new spirit, of 
cooperation emerged as the set
tlers forged ahead. 

One incident, however, marred 
this new peace. On March 1, 1869 
Sheriff Elihugh (Hugh) Cordell was 
murdered while arresting a horse 
thief, making him the first Howell 
County lawman to give his life in 
the line of duty. 



West Plains in 1872. This is the earliest known photo of the town. 

The 1870s began on a positive 
note. In October 1870, B. F. Olden 
and Sam A. Risley established "The 
South Missouri Journal," which 
was later changed to "The West 
Plains Journal" and became the 
first permanent newspaper of 
Howell County. 

In 1870, West Plains also boasted 
of four retail stores, one whiskey 
dealer, one shoemaker, one tavern 
keeper, two wagon makers, a 
blacksmith, a brick mason, one 
school teacher and three physi
cians. 

In 1873 Cornelius Bolin announc
ed that he had bought a piano for 
his daughter, Alice. This was the 
first piano in the region, and few 
believed it would survive the 100 
mile wagon trip across the hills 
from Rolla. When it did arrive, the 
whole town turned out, and a one
time music teacher, the only in-

Auto parts are our only business 

dividual in the region who could 
play the instrument, proudly 
rendered "My Old Kentucky 
Home." The excitement of the 
assemblage knew no bounds. 

The Bolin Family figured quite 
prominently in the history of West 
Plains immediately after the War 
Between the States. Cornelius's 
brother, Columbus Thomas Bolin, 
brought much growth to the area. 
Among other things, he built the 
first steam-powered flour mill in 
West Plains . 

In 187 4, West Plains had eight 
stores, one hotel , one printing of
fice, four churches, two schools 
(one private and one public), one 
steam flour mill, one good jail and 
one miserable courthouse. 

The 'miserable' courthouse was 
located on the south west side of 
the square. The building was made 
of logs with cornerstones for the 

That's why we provide the finest 
quality parts for your car or truck 
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cl;~EST used auto parts 
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We make hydraulic hoses . 
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North Highway 63 West Plains, Missouri (417) 256-3501 

20 

foundation and was open under
neath. The town hogs made their 
headquarters underneath the 
courthouse. Court sessions were 
often interrupted by gales of 
laughter when a defense attorney 
would suddenly stop in the middle 
of pleading his case to swat off a 
flea. In 1876, the attorneys met 
with the county court and re
quested that the courthouse be 
underpinned. According to the old 
court records, the county court 
ordered that the courthouse be 
underpinned at once . 

With all the gold in Fort Knox 
one could not have obtained a 
store-bought dress. The only meat 
for the table was wild game. But
ter, lard, beef or milk could not be 
bought in the stores. Coffee had to 
be transported overland by wagon, 
making it scarce and expensive. It 
was sweetened with honey or 
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sorghum molasses. 
Mail deliveries were supposed to 

be made twice a week, if the 
creeks weren't up or the mail con
tr actor's time hadn 't expired 
before the new one materialized. 
At times, the mail might pile up at 
Houston for several weeks. 

ln the summer of 1875, there 
were only three houses west of 
Washington Avenue. The square 
was covered with hazel brush 
crisscrossed with paths. The school 
was only a short distance from the 
square but the ladies had difficulty 
walking to the social events held 
there because of the stumps and 
rocks. 

Population 
1870 

West Plains ................ 300 
Howell County ............ 4,218 

In 1869-70 the county received 
many new settlers who came main
ly from Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. For 
about four years, the emigration 
averaged about 100 persons per 
month. 

by Allene Moore Chapin 
The West Plains Square was a 

peach orchard on the Thomas 
Howell farm when the Chapin 
family came in 1851 from Overton 
County, Tennessee to settle in 
Howell Valley. In the wagon train 
were Mr. and Mrs. John Arnett 
Chapin, his mother, Sarah Harrison 
Chapin, her other sons, Silas, Elias, 
Josiah, Franklin, and her daugh
ters, Mrs. Mary Jane Chapin Gar
rett Cox, Elsie (Aley) Chapin Davis 
and Catherine (Katy) Chapin Davis. 

J .A. Chapin served on the first 
grand jury of Howell County which 
met in a log house (the jurors 
camped in the nearby brush). He 
established the Howell County pub
lic school fund and served as sheriff 
and collector from 1875 through 
1878. Since that time there has 
been a member of every generation 
of his descendants in office here. 

Chapin 's son, Hugh Kyle Chapin 
was sheriff, collector three terms 
and later, county clerk. Hugh's son, 
J. Fent Chapin also was county 
clerk. In 1948 a great grandson, 
John Gid Morrison, became county 
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P.S. "Tim," Russell, Orville, and J.A . Chapin, representing four generations 
of service to Howell County. 

clerk, and during those years, Dick 
Moore, the husband of John Arnett 
Chapin's great niece, Lois Chapin 
Moore, was prosecuting attorney. 
Another great grandson, Russell E. 
Chapin was office manager (an ap
pointive office) of the Agricultural 
Stabilization Service. Like his great 
grandfather, Russell was interested 
in schools and during reorganiza
tion in the 1950s, served on the 
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Howell County school board. 
· The fifth generation of the family 

to serve in Howell County is Travis 
Morrison, former state representa
tive, and presently chief operating 
officer of Ozarks Medical Center. 

J .A. Chapin lived to be 93 years 
old , dying in El Paso , Texas where 
part of his lar ge family of 17 
children settled. He was born in 
Sangamon County , Illinois in 1829. 



The 1880s - The Railroad Arrives 
Population 

1880 
Howell County ............ 8,814 

In the 1880s, Howell County con
tinued to show signs of growth. 
George Carter built the first brick 
building in West Plains, a drug 
store, in 1881. Also in 1881 
Gregory Morton Holloway built at 
least one house which still stands 
today. It is at the top of Aid 
Avenue, and was for many years, 
until his recent death, the home of 
John Milstead. 

To add to the upbeat mood of the 
new decade, everyone was talking 
about the possibility of a railroad 
coming through the area. 

The importance of the railroad 
cannot be understated. It was pro
bably the single most significant 
event leading to the prosperity of 
West Plains . Until the railroad 
came, West Plains was isolated. It 
was at least a three day journey by 
wagon to the nearest railroad at 
Rolla or to meet steamboats com
ing up the White River as far as 
Norfork in Arkansas. 

Continued economic develop
ment depended on a means of get
ting farm products to outside 
markets in a timely fashion and in 
large quantities. There were also 
timber and mineral resources 
waiting to be taken to outside 
markets. 

Even though the seeds were 
sown for a railroad in southern 
Missouri in the early 1850s, inter-

ruptions, such as the War Between 
the States and railroad companies 
defaulting, caused a 30-year delay 
in the rails reaching West Plains 
and then they almost bypassed us. 

Many early leaders of West 
Plains were instrumental in getting 
the railroad through Howell Coun
ty. Imagine their dismay when it 
was learned that plans called for 
laying the tracks from Willow 
Springs to White Church, Peace 
Valley, and on to Thayer, bypass
ing West Plains. 

0. H. P. Catron, the Bolin 
brothers and Judge B. F. Olden 
were part of a group of local 
citizens who journeyed to the 
offices of the railway company in 
Kansas City to plead the case of 
West Plains. When they returned, 
it was with good news - West 
Plains would be a railroad town. 
All of their earlier work had not 
been in vain. 

The surveyors came and platted 
the railroad right-of-way . The 
depot was built in the middle of 
Washington A venue near Dr. Shut
tee's wheat field so travelers could 
have easy access to the business 
district. In 1882, Sam Henry had 
established a lumberyard, and in 
1883, the railroad was bringing 
in other supplies , and more brick 
buildings were built. The West 
Plains Bank was establishe d in 
1883 and the cornerstone of the 
courthouse was laid on July 4 of 
the same year. This three-story 
brick structure was completed in 
about six months and cost more 

· than $16,000. It was a beautiful 

Depot at West Plains on a winter day many years ago. rhoto by Gleerup. 
' \ ~ I ' .., ' -. ' ._ ' ',. • • ' ~ • ' • 

structure which served the coun 
for over forty-five years. 

Many pioneer families came dur 
ing this time, and they starte 
building many of the large Vic 
torian style homes in town. 

West Plains became a fourt 
class city in 1883. 

The outside world became even 
more accessible when telegraph 
services start ed in 1884. Telephone 
lines were installed in the late 
1800s. 

There were four newspapers in 
town: The Howell County News, 
The Howell County Gazette, the 
West Plains Journal, and the West 
Plains Quill. 

Churches 
At first schoolhouses were used 

for church services, too. But as 
soon as possible, the settlers built 
churches. Most of the : oldest 
denominations established in West 
Plains built their churches in the 
1880s. 

Due to the efforts of Rev: John B. 
"Uncle Jackie'' Collins the , first to 
be built was a home for the 
Methodist Church in 1867. A two• 
story building was built on Wash• 
ington A venue with the second 
story belonging to the Masons. The 
building was used by all faiths until 
it was sold in 1884. (It burned in 
1903.) The Masons moved to the 
third floor of the courthouse and 
the Methodists built on a lot ad• 
joining the old church at the corner 
of Washington and · West 
Cleveland, the church commonly 
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Above: breaking ground for the courthouse. Below: laying the cornerstone of the courthouse, July 4, 1883. This was 
the 3-story brick structure which served the county for nearly 50 years . The buildings in the background were on 
the east side of the square. 
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referred to as the Washington 
Avenue Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

A different church, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South, was 
organized in 1881 and built its first 
church in 1883 at the southwest 
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corner of Webster and Franklin 
A venues. When this group needed 
more room they chose to build on 
Missouri A venue at West Main, the 
location of the present First United 
Methodist Church. Their second 
building was completed in 1891. 

Down the Old 
Howell Valley Road 
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The Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church was organized in 1879, and 
on November 22, 1885 they built 
their church. On February 15, 1886 
the First Presbyterian Church was 
organized. This branch of the 
denomination completed its 

COUNTRY MEADOWS 
Mobile Home Park 
. West Plains, Missouri 



West Plains in 1883. This photo was taken from the east, and the lane in the foreground is one block south of the 
present East Main Street . 

church building in 1887 at a cost of 
$4,000. (This building is the oldest 
church in town still in use.) The 
two groups started working 
together in 1896 and merged in 
1907. 

The First Christian Church was 
organized in 1878 at the home of 
Colonel Monks by Adam S. Wright. 
In 1883 construction was begun on 
the first church to house this con
gregation. This building was 
located on West Main on the site of 
the present church which was com
pleted in 1925. 

The First Baptist Church was 
organized on August 5, 1884 with 
24 members. The First Baptist 
Church along with the First 
Presbyterian Church was formed 
after a revival at the original 
Methodist Church on Washington. 
Other established churches ex
perienced large membership in
creases. In 1888 a lot was purchas
ed and the foundation laid for the 
present church. It was completed 
in October 1889, and with many 
additions and remodelings, it still 
serves the Baptist congregation. 

"The People Who Care" 

Barbara Young , R.N. - Administrator 

All Saints Episcopal Church was 
organized as a mission on January 
18, 1887. After the cornerstone 
was laid in September 1888, the 
"little church around the comer" 
was completed in time for the first 
service to be held on January 16, 
1889. Theirs was the , first pipe 
organ in town. 

These churches were the first to 
be built and established in West 
Plains. Many others soon followed, 
earning West Plains the nickname 
"the town of churches." 
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Washington Avenue in the early 1880s. The new railroad bed can be seen in front of the original depot (the building 
that appears to be in the middle of the street). 

Civic Matters 
During this period, the streets of 

West Plains were either ankle deep 
in dust or knee deep in mud. In 
1884, the City Council passed an 
ordinance which stated, "All able 
bodies male inhabitants of the city 
(having resided here one month) 
must work on repairing the streets 
not more than three days within 
one year, or pay the street commis
sioner $1.00 per day instead." 

At one point, a deep mud-hole on 
East Main became so noticeably 
bad that someone placed a sign in 
it which read, "No Fishing Allowed 
In This Here Pond." This Ben 
Franklin-style of approach to the 
problem won not only smiles, but 

also results, for the street was 
repaired in a short time. 

The need for sidewalks in the 
growing town was also a point of 
debate, and became a campaign 
issue during one city election year. 
One of the local newspapers came 
out with a front page article 
headlined "Give Us Sidewalks Or 
Give Us Stilts." Sidewalks were 
constructed in front of businesses 
and, not long afterwards , were 
begun in the residential areas, 
though the latter was accomplish
ed at a much slower pace. 

When the civic leaders of the day 
laid out the streets of the town, 
they did so thinking they would be 
used by pedestrians, wagons and 
buggies. No one dreamed that in 

"YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR SUCCESS" 
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less than twenty years an invention 
called the automobile would be us
ing the narrow streets, and revolu
tionizing transportation . 

OOHWOIU( 
E(C[PTI ONAl 

PRICES 
OltlJINARY 

108 Washington Ave . (Upsta ir; ) • West Plain s, Misso uri 

BRAD 
GUFFEY 
CHEVROLET 
OLDSMOBILE 

SALES • PARTS 
and SERVICE 

SA LES OFFICE 

256-4176 
PARTS & SERVICE 

256-6144 



North side of square about 1890. 

An article in 1890 in the 
Howell County Gazette boasted 
that West Plains had: 2 banks; 1 
college; 4 hotels; 2 saloons; 1 
railroad depot; 1 sawmill; 7 doc
tors; 2 nurseries; 2 laundries; 6 
shoe shops; 1 cafe; 8 grocery stoes; 
8 churches; 2 gunsmiths; 16 
lawyers; 1 woolen mill; 1 cooper's 
shop; 2 brick yards; 1 pool hall; I 
dentist; I marble shop; 2 notion 
stores; 2 jewelry stores; 2 flouring 
mills; I broom factory; 3 barber 
shops; 3 school houses; 3 livery 
stables; 7 meat markets; 3 harness 
shops; 3 tinsmiths; 2 drygoods 
stores; 4 millinery shops; 3 clothing 
stores; 7 secret societies; 1 second
hand store; 5 real estate offices; 3 

hardware stores; 5 blacksmiths; 1 
bedspring factory; 1 photography 
studio; 1 boot and shoe store; 44 
brick buildings; 1 candy factory 
and bakery; 6 combination 
drygoods and grocery stores; 1 
feed store and implement com
pany; numerous boarding houses; 
2 foundries and machine shops; 3 
planing mills and lumber yards ; 1 
music store and sewing machine 
shop; 2 furniture and undertaking 
establishments; 1 daily, 1 bi
mo nth ly, and 2 weekly 
newspapers. 

The college referred to in the list 
above was the West Plains College, 
founded in 1890 and located on 
East Main. Many young people 

West Plains College on East Main. 
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-courtesy Rena Wood 

from throughout the area attended 
this institution of higher learning 
which offered quite a range of sub
jects. 

The college continued until 1913, 
when the Sisters of Charity pur
chased it and ran a Catholic girls' 
academy. · 

(In 1920 Dr. R. S. Hogan turned 
this building into The Christa 
Hogan Hospital. He operated it un
til 1948 when it was taken over by 
Dr . . C. F. Callahan. Several years 
later he razed the building and 
built a one-story clinic on the site, 
now used by Ozark Action.) 

The business boom made it possi
ble for local residents to begin en
joying more luxuries, and in 1893 
0. H. P. Catron erected the Catron 
Opera House on the square . Enter
tainment of kinds-dances, live 
performances by touring groups, 
movies-was provided at the opera 
house . 

Population _ 
1890 

West Plains . . ........... . . 2,100 
Howell County .... ... ... . 18,618 



NO, 137. 

AN ORDINANOE TO AMEND 
"An 01dinauce l oncerning Sidewalks," , 

Passed and AlJproved Jnne 6th, 1892. 
BF. l'l' OHl>AlN.1<:n TIY 'l'HE BOARD OF' , 

ALDElaI ~N 01•' 'J'HJ.: l'I'i'Y 01•' \VE~ 'l' 
Pf,A1N8, A!S FOLf,OW8: 
SEC . l - 'l'hat sor.tion two of "an or

dinance c ,H,curning sidew11lk s, '' 
pas sed a nd a.p1irov ed June t1th, 18fl2, 
bo amended t,y adding thereto thEal 
followin~ proviso: 

ProvideLI, that the sidewalks 011 

West ,\lain strPet, t:louth M,lin str,•, -·t, 
Eatit Main t1treet and Wa1ihingt ou 
A venue tie six feet wide, and the 
sidewa1ks ou ull street!' und aVt"lllllos 
which are les~ tluu 40 toet widc, he 
fo11r foPt whi t•. 

8Ec. 2 -A lltl 1,hat said mdinanco 
be fu rLher a,l.leuded b_y adding there
to the following 1:1eclirm, to be known 
ir.11 11ect-iou 13: 

'rhtl,t whoevPr Hllttll within the ::ity 
of \Vest Plains lell.d, ridp or 1lrivo any 
t1orse or mule, or lelld 0r drive auy 
other livu 8tock upo:i nr acro~s auy , 
sidewalk or suoh city; ot· shall ruo 
auy bicycle, tricycle or velocipede 
thereon; or shall break, itijure or de
,stroy uny part of !:<UCh lliclewttlks, 
shall 11po11 C'lnvictiou l:Je fined nut 
le8;i tlrn,H nne nor nrn1·e th: .rn one hun
(Hf:ltl d.ollan1. Provido,t thi:; ~ection 1 

~h!\ll 11nr. a~1ply to any per;ion lead
in g , ridi11g or <lriviu~ any ~uch stock 
acrus,1 saiLI walka lo g-oilll! to 01 troru 
tbeir melo!!nl'es, · nor to any person , 
destr,,ying any old walk for the 1rnl'• 
pose ot n:pairi11g or rehm!diug tlle 1 same, 

SE C, 3.-This onlinauce to ue ii; 
force tl'om and aftor its passage aud ' 
apIJroval. _ 

Passed ancl approved thi~ 5th day ' 
of Sept., 1B93. 

J . C. l{B R ilY l\{ayor. 
G1<:0Ru ~: Tu1rn.1rn., Presltl1wt- of B oard 

ot Aldenu~n. 
Attest: U . M . Will ·UN.:-n:R, City Clerk. , 

Clipping from September 7, 1892 
Daily Gazette . 

Above: The Catron Opera House under construction in 1892 . Below: The pro
gram from the firsl class to graduate from high school in West Plains in 1891. 

F'ax Men.tu, In~mdium Gloriae. 

FIRST .ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT 

" t-f.IGti SCtiOOL, 

WU:ST PLAJNS, i.'vUS::,jQUHI. 

fl11.day Evening, IY!ay 15th1 1891. 

EIGHT O'CLOCK, iHIIH P 

Graduati9g Class-- '9 1. 
_,...~~ 

Marviu B. Rllode8, 
Joseph Hard , 

.'.\1ittie L. Scott , 
Birdie N. Sllotwell, 

M. Alice Wink ler, 

<lA ZETT E. 

B. Wayne Lang!!ton, 
Gertrude E. Moss, 

Mattie L. Barnett, 
Alma C. i\fo!!s, 

Juui ett:t Johnson , 
N ettie E. Henr y. 

Oscar Je nning s, 
Byron Dressler , 

Charley Jennings , 
Samps on Hopkins. 

Stephen Piirkey, Supt. 

Norman Orr 
OFFICE SUPPLY 

417/256 -6808 • 202 West Main 
West Plains, Missouri 65775 

FREE DELIVERY 
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Wishing You Happy Holidays At Home 
• Skilled Nu rsing • Home H ealth Aid es 
• Ph ysica l T herapy • Companion 
• Medical Social Services • Speech Ther apy 

• Homemaker • Personal Care Servic es 
iverway s 

Home Health Agency 
WEST PLAINS, MO 

114E.Main Since l975 417/2 56,3133 
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Company K of the National Guard in May 1900 on the northwest corner of the square. 

In 1900 the Chamber of Com
merce was for.med and was from 
the start very active. In September 
of 1901, the grand opening of a 
large new hotel was announced in 
West Plains. Located just southeast 
of the Square in the Evans Arcade, 
it was named the Arcade Hotel and 
quickly became a landmark. Many 
famous persons stayed there dur
ing visits to the town, among them, 
some years later, was Mr. Van 
Arsdale and his famous canine 
friend, Jim the Wonder Dog. 

It was about this same time that 

the first automobile was seen in 
Howell County. Everyone turned 
out for the big occasion. Naturally, 
those traveling from a distance to 
see the new invention came by the 
normal mode of transportation: on 
horseback, or in horse-drawn 
wagons and buggies. When the 
horses reared and tried to run 
away from the noisy contraption, 
first impressions among the spec
tators were greatly dampened. In 
fact, the frightened horses created 
more excitement than did the 
automobile, which in 1901 was still 

The Arcade Hotel, which opened in 1902 . This photo was taken in later years. 
The building at right in the photo (mostly hidden) is Aid Hardware. 
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approached with suspicion and 
regarded as little more than a 
novelty for the rich. 

In 1903, the citizens of West 
Plains were overjoyed by the new 
waterworks system being installed. 
The old standpipe was located on 
the top of the hill south of the 
Square , which at that time was ac
tually outside the city. From that 
day to the present, that hill has 
been known as Standpipe Hill. The 
first resident in West Plains to have 
running water was Doctor Shuttee 
who lived on South Main, down the 
hill from the standpipe. 

According to the Quill, the West 
Plains telephone service began to 
expand in 1900, and in 1908 the 
telephone office on Washington 
Avenue was moved to the Aid 
Hardware Company building. In 
that year the telephone facilities 
were modernized, and the first 
cable was put up around the 
Square , replacing the single lines. 
After the big fire that destroyed the 
Aid building in 1914, it was moved 
from the Square to 'Fruitville' on 
Walnut Street, where it remained 
35 years. The switchboard had 
many locations in the early days, 
and the telephone exchange had 
several owners. 



Front row: Haydon, Hogan, and Galloway. Middle row: 

Arch Bugg and Altayna Carr on East Main in March, 1905. 
The Commercial Hotel is the building behind Mr. Bugg. The 
building at right is the stable and livery of C. Leymaster. ln 
1906 Leymaster constructed a much larger (73xl00 feet) 
building also on East Main. 

Hogan and Lamons. Back row: Jones, Skinner, Robinson, 
Coach Toler and Perry. First names are unknown. This West 
Plains team apparently suffered only two losses during this 
season. Their record listed on the back of the photo in
dicated they played the West Plains College team three 
times, a team from Chapin six times and Mammoth Spring 
once. The Chapin team won twice and the other teams were 
defeated in each outing. 

In 1902 professional photographer 
W.T. Gleerup moved to West 
Plains. We are forever indebted to 
him for capturing the next ten 
years of West Plains history on 
film. His photos of this period are 
some of the best in existence. 

In 1905 the World's Fair was held 
in St. Louis and many West Plains 
residents made the journey by 
train to see the sites. 

In the spring of 1906, West Plains 
was in the midst of a construction 

boom. The Howell County Bank 
was building a new two-story brick 
facility on the north side of the 
square (where Wiles Abstract Co. is 
now located). 0. H. P. Catron was 
building another two-story brick 
building in the Catron Arcade bet
ween the Catron Theatre and 
Funkhouser-Davis Hardware. R. S. 
Hogan's new 15-room residence, 
Parkside, was under construction, 
and C. V. Leymaster was building a 
livery barn which was one of, if not 

the largest brick building in West 
Plains. The Hill-Whitmire Mercan
tile Co. was building a new two
story addition on the Square, and 
many prospering citizens were 
building new residences. Among 
them was a young man named Will 
H.D. Green. 

Will H.D. Green was a promising 
22-year-old lawyer in 1906. His 
father, H.D. Green, was a promi
nent attorney here, and his grand
father was the famous Col. William 

-courtesy Joe Aid 
"1904-Ball team marches to field" is the inscription on the back of this photo. Perhaps this was an important game 
since the band turned out for the occasion. 
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DON VAN WORMER. 
West Plains Boy the World's Cham-

pion Typewriter. 

Don VanWonrn~r, son of 
ProEecuting Attorney J. L. 
Van Wormer, of this city, lrns 
that has SUfpassed the world's 
record fot· rapid typewriting. 
rrhe world's typewriting record 
was held by Miss Nida of Terre 
Haute, Ind., who wrote 71.4 
words per minnte, while Mr. 
Van Wormer has a record of 
80.6 words per minute. Miss 
Nida wrote 20,722 words rn 
four hours and firty mmntes 
and Mr. Van Wormer wrote 
19,350 words in four hours. 

From the April 24, 1930 West Plains 
Daily Quill. 

Population 
1900 

West Plains . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . 2,902 
Howell County ........... 21,834 

JEFFERS 
VET SUPPLY 
See us for all your animal 

health needs. 
256-3196 

Porter Wagoner & CC Highway 
West Plains, Missouri 

Monks. Young Green decided to 
try his hand at politics, and filed for 
the office of mayor. He was elected 
to that post on the first Tuesday in 
April, 1906, the youngest man ever 
to hold that office. In fact, he was 
too young. At the City Council 
meeting held the following June, 
Mayor Green announced that it 
had been brought to his attention 
that he was not 25 years of age, as 
required by law, and resigned the 
office. Two weeks later, James P. 
Harlin was elected to fill the 
vacated office, thus serving the 
first term of what turned out to be 
a tenure of 32 years in the same of
fice, a national record for many 
years. 

Another promising young West 
Plains man was Clyde M. Hill. 
Clyde graduated from West Plains 
High School in 1902 at the age of 
16. After that, he taught in the 
country school district for one 
year, and then was hired by the 
West Plains School Board, teaching 
in the town's school for two years. 
West Plains high School had of
fered a three year curriculum until 
1905, when a new facility was built 
and the course of study expanded 
into a four year program. 

Young Mr. Hill had done a good 
job as a teacher , and in May of 
1906, he was appointed Super
intendent of Schools in West 
Plains. Not quite 21, he was pro
bably the youngest man ever to be 
placed in charge of such a large 
school. He served successfully as 
Superintendent for four years 
before accepting another teaching 
job in Vermont. 

(Still a young man in 1916, Hill 
was selected by the Vermont State 
Board of Education to head a study 
of that state's public schools. He 
eventually became Professor of 
Education at Yale University.) 

It was also in 1906 when the 
county court worked out a deal 
with the Davidson broth ers wher e
by the old Spring Park on East 
Main (the spring around which 
West Plains was founded) was trad
ed for the tra ct of land now known 
as People's Park. 

The town's major cemetery, lo
cated in the eastern part of West 
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Plains, was called Oak Gro 
Cemetery until July of 1907 wh 
the townspeople got together t 
make improvements and establis 
ed what is now known as 0 
Lawn Cemetery. 

For entertainment, the residen 
of West Plains and the sur roundin 
countryside were enjoy ing th 
moving pictures and illustrate 
songs at the Nickelodeon on E 
Main. The price per viewing was 
cents. Those who could afford · 
took occasional railroad excu 
sions. As an example, a round tri 
ticket to to St. Louis was $15.05. 

Frdgbt Shipments. 
Followi!--ig are the fr eight ship

ments for th e we ek ending No1·. 
7, 1903, at th e West Pl a in s sta ti on: 

RECEI VED. 

1 car sug:1r from New York . 
1 car cc,al from Johnston City. 
1 car wh eat from Kansas City. 
1 car canned goods from St . Louis, 
2 cars c s hull s from M emph is. 
1 cat lime from Springfield, 
1 car wheat from Piece City, 
l car pi ckles from St. Loui s . 
1 car flour from Springfi eld. 
1 car brick from Cheltenh a m, 
l car wheat from Mt. Vernon. 
1 car whea t from Miller-
1 car coal from Pittsburg. 
1 car b1ick from Mound Valle y. 
1 ca r hay from Lamar . 
3 curs wh eat from Go lden Ci ty , 
1 ca r emi grant s from Ft. Scolt• 
1 car flour from Oswego. 

F OR'\V.ARDED 

6 car e; hogs to Na ti onal sto ck yarda 
1 car cattle to Ri r h Hill-
1 :::ar cat tl e t o K an sas City. 
1 car sh eep to K ane as C ity . 
2 ca i s catt le to H ar ri son vill e , 
4 cars en ttle to I tn b od cn. 
2 cars ca ttl e to Na tion a l st ock yards .• 
5 car s iro n or e to Carond elet. 
1 c ar flo ur to Brinkl ey , Ark. 
1 car emi gr mts t o Marlow, Ok la . 

C. M. Way land, Agent. 

From the November 8, 1909 West 
Plains Daily Quill. 
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Looking west on Broadway, circa 1910. The Hollenbeck house is at right in the 
photo. 

In 1911, the Missouri State 
Capitol Building burned after the 
dome was struck by lightning. One 
of Howell County's most famous 
citizens, Col. Jay Lynn Torrey, 
tried without success to have the 
site of the capitol moved to his 
Fruitville Ranch southeast of West 
Plains. 

Sparked by Col. Torrey's idea to 
bring the state capitol to Howell 
County, twenty-seven area 
businessmen joined with the colonel 
in touring the state to promote the 
plan and the area in general. This 
booster group, representing the 
West Plains Commerical Club, left 
West Plains on a Sunday afternoon 
in mid-March (1911) and headed 
for St. Louis, in a special chartered 
Pullman car named "Agra." On 
Monday, they visited the St. Louis 
office of the Fruitville Farms, and 
made their presence and purposes 
known to the city newspapers. 
They arrived at Jefferson City on 
Tuesday and were amazed to find 
the capitol city located on a succes
sion of hills and hollows. In their 

minds, this location held no advan
tages over a spot in Howell County. 

Next they visited the state 
penitentiary. C. E. Kimberlin, who 
had taken thirty-two prisoners 
there during his four years as 
Howell County Sheriff, assumed 
charge of the group. In the 
warden's office, a surprise was 
awaiting them. Ben Richardson, 
who was serving a life sentence for 
killing Howell County Jailer Alfred 
Henry, was brought out and allow
ed to tell his story. None of the 
visitors took his claims of in
nocence seriously and were reliev
ed to know he was still in confine
ment. 

Leaving Col. Torrey in Jefferson 
City to promote his cause, the 
group traveled on to St. Joseph and 
Kansas City where they were 
royally received by the commer
cial clubs of those cities. This was 
their last stop, and the party arriv
ed back in West Plains at noon on 
Thursday, with everyone declaring 
their efforts successful in spreading 
the good word about Howell 

County. 
The citizens of West Plains 

devoted Arbor Day, April 7, 1911, 
to cleaning the streets and beauti
fying the city. The day was 
declared a holiday for school 
children, and they joined in the oc
casion by cleaning the school yards 
and the interiors of the school 
buildings. 

As their contribution on Clean 
Up Day, the Commercial Club 
formed the Order of the Overalls. 
All members of the club were to 
wear overalls and help clean up 
the streets of the downtown area. 
Those who refused to wear the of
ficial uniform of the day were fined 
-$1.00. 

Mayor James P. Harlin, endeav
oring to set a good example, got on 
the job by 7:00 a.m. sharp, and by 
noon, had raked the entire square 
by himself. The Commercial Club 
offered ten-cents per hundred for 
all cans and bottles delivered to the 
courthouse on Clean Up Day, and 
by that evening, the pile of cans, 
bottles, and trash was higher then 
the coal house next to the cour
thouse. The Commercial Club paid 
for 50,000 cans and bottles. 

Mayor Harlin was a beloved 
citizen of West Plains, and many 
stories have been told to to il
lustrate his good-nature and per
sonality . Jim Harlin had moved his 
family into a house on Nichols 
Drive which his wife termed 'out in 
the country.' Most of Mrs. Harlin's 
friends were living in new homes 
on Grace A venue, where she also 
wanted to live. The mayor, how
ever, wasn't in the mood to bother 
with moving and ignored his wife's 
wishes. One evening, after return-

Many prominent West Plains citizens can be recognized in this photo . This group is apparently representing the 
"Order of the Overalls." 
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ing home from a business trip of 
several days, he walked into his 
home to discover it dark and va
cant! Hurrying back into the town 
to inquire about his family, he soon 
learned that he was the newest 
Grace A venue resident. 

Mayor Harlin served for a total of 
32 years as mayor of West Plains, a 
national record which stood for 
many years. In 1914 he became 
the first mayor of West Plains 
elected in a general election. This 
was the same year that the old 
aldermanic form of government 
was abolished. 

Mayors 
Samuel A. Risley 1883-1884 

O.H. Perry Catron 1884-1886 
John Halstead 1886-1890 

William J. Zorn 1890-1892 
James C. Kerby 1892-1894 

J.A. Truex 1894-1896 
Gideon B. Thomas 1896-1898 
Richard Ramsey 1898-1900 
George H. Cobb 1902-1904 

Charles F. Funkhous er 1904-1906 
Will H.D. Green 1906 

James P. Harlin 1906-1908, 
1910-1912, and 1914-1922 
J. Harry Foley 1908-1910 

. . . the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, 
Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall 
bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall 
save his people from their sins. 

Matthew 1:20 , 21 King James Version 

<!Iarter ltruneral 1Llome. JJnc. 
Larry L. Carter Saundra D. Carter 

256-4141 
1316 Porter Wagoner Blvd. • West Plains, M issouri 
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Charles T. Aid 1912-1914 
Edward C. Bohrer 1922-1924 
James P. Harlin 1924-1944 
M. Clay Amyx 1944-1952 
Harry R. Cole 1952-1959 

Joseph S. Hull, Jr. 1959-1964 
W. Glenn Roe 1964-1972 

Her man Weeks 1972-1976 
W. Glenn Roe 1976-1980 
Gera ld Elm ore 1980-1984 
Jim Hawkins 1984-1987 

Harr y Kelly 1987-

Informati on about the mayors of 
West Plains was researched by 
Dorotha Reavis. 

,,.,.,N 
WARREN'S T.V. 

ZENITH DEALER 
Authorized Service for 

Zenith, Pilot and Goldstar 
Channelmaster 

Antenna Systems 

417 /256-2531 
!PIL□TJ ~GoldStar 

41 Court Square West Plains, Mo . 

The 
Optical 
Shoppe 

Mon-F ri 8-5 
Sat. 8:30-2 

256-6625 
Parkway 

Shopping Center 
West Plains, MO 



Population 
Howell County ........... 21,065 

History of the Zizzer 
(from 1911 Zizzer) 

The first paper of any kind issued 
by the High School was a single 
sheet called "The Hot Number," 
edited by Glen Stevenson, editor
in-chief, and Clyde Hill, associate 
editor, in 1898. It must have been a 
rare number since Sunday was the 
only day they could spare to print 
it. It was intended for a monthly 
paper, but only a few numbers saw 
daylight. 

In the year 1907 the Senior class 
planned a small booklet of eight 
pages as a surprise to the Juniors 
on Class Day. This pamphlet con
tained a picture of the High School, 
the Class Day and Commencement 
programs, several essays, the 
names of the Senior Class, their 
yells and motto, and two or three 
puns on the Juniors. The Juniors 
were so pleased with this idea that 
they decided to publish one the 
next year. When this 1908 volume 
was shown to Miss Davidson, one 
of the faculty, she exclaimed, "Oh, 
what a zizzer!" So from that time to 
the present day it has been called 
The Zizzer. 

Each successive year the Senior 
Class has published a Zizzer, as a 
souvenir for Class Day. These 
books increased in size a trifle with 
each number. The first Zizzer in 
1908 was enlarged by the pictures 
of the Seniors and Juniors. The 
1909 volume is practically on the 
same plan as the others, filled with 

the Class Day and Commencement 
programs several "picked" essays, 
a Junior alphabet, three cartoons, 
and some jokes, besides several 
other short articles. 

Last year the class published a 
very large and better book, more 
on the order of college annuals. 
Hunter Jones was the editor-in
chief and Guy Head, associate 
editor. A prize contest brought 

. many good stories and poems for 
the Literary Department. In the 
book is a picture of the High 
School, the faculty, the different 

FA.IHIOn JI CA0.1/'AOAD.l-
wHt:At: fA/HIOn 1111n0 VlllUf: men 

DRESSES • COATS 
SPORTSWEAR 

Full Sizes, Misses, &Jr. Sizes 
Accessories and Undergarments 

256-7997 
203 Washington Ave. 
West Plains, Missouri 

classes, besides snap-shots and car
toons. The book is indeed a credit 
to the class as well as the entire 
High School. 

The Zizzer is mainly a remem
brance of the "good ole High 
School days," a book filled with 
memories of Senior struggles, 
frolics, and pranks. It is also a proof 
of the progress and a "booster" to 
the school. It is contributed to by 
all the classes, some of the alumni 
and the faculty. The arrangement 
and business is entirely managed 
by the Seniors. 

Mutui1IC\ 
efQmilhil®V 

People IJDU can count on ... 

Life Health . Auto 
Home . Group . Cancer 

. IRA. 
Daniel Smith, Agent 

1701 Porter Wagoner Blvd. 
West Plains, Mo. 25&-9792 

liPWMiiiiii fhf • 
d, •aniug f}( 'opi, , 

uihor·an• '' 

You Can Trust 

ServiceMaster 
ServiceMASTER 

® 

World leader in professional carpet cleaning . 
We also offer these cleaning services : 

• Furniture • Walls • Total home cleaning • Anti -static prote ction 
• Floors • Draperies • Soil proofing • Smoke & odor removal 

0 A TTENTION" 
0 New Service Offered" 

CARPET - DYEING 
Restore the old faded or worn color completely or 

change the color. The world's first color fast system . 

* Internationally Known 
"As Advertis ed On 

Paul Harvey News " 

FOR FREE ES TIM A TES CALL: * Locally Owned & Operated 

THE COLDIRONS 
PAUL and HARVEY 256-8773 

All work supervised by graduates of ServiceMaste r Academy of Service . 
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300 Roll 
Inventory 
of Carpet 
and Vinyl 
in Stock 

UThe better value 
store, for anything 
that goes on 
the f Joor. '' 

115 E. Cass 
West Plains 

256-3591 
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Butler Carpet 
Call for free estimates and sample showing 

BUTLER FURNITURE STORE 
417-256-2921 
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Bob Butler 

Butler Furniture was 
founded by the late 
Robert E. "Bob" 
Butler and Pearl C. 
Butler. The store still 

---~ does business in its 
original location , but 
has now expanded 
to cover a city block. 



East Ward 

North Ward 

Where we learned the three 

Lincoln School (now V.F.W. Post 1828). This school was for 
many years the only school for blacks in Howell County. 

The gym at the Central School Complex on Garfield. This 
building was demolished in 1987. 
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Originally the Central music building, then kindergarten 
and now Adult Basic Education classrooms . 



-

The second Central, Central High School on Walnut Street. 
This building was demolished in the 1960s. 

Construction on the new elementary school for grades K-4. 

Cannical School 

Foster School 

Reese School 

in the schools of West Plains 

The newly remodeled Central is now again a school. This 
time as part of the West Plains Campus of SMSU. 

WPHS Complex. From left: gym, cafeteria, vocational-technical 
school. More classrooms are behind these buildings. 
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Kellett Hall of the West Plains Campus of Southwest 
Missouri State University on West Main Street. 

The West Plains Middle School. This is home to grades 5-8 
and would be at extreme right in the photo at left. 



- Front row: Dedra Lonon, Clara Zell Cherry, Margaret Keister, and 
Charlene Briscoe. Back row: Barba ra Gunter , Brenda Jewell, Newt Brill, 
Cheri Ford, and Missi Dancer 

We have been serving county residents for more than 
sixty-five years . We offer fast and courteous service as 
agents for Chicago Title Insurance Company, Stewart 
Title Guaranty Company , and USLIFE Title Insurance 
Company of Dallas . For an abstract or for title insurance , 
drop by our office at 204 West Main in West Plains ... or 
just come in to look at the small collection of paintings 
hanging in our lobby. 
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Ralph and Waneta McCracken 

''Ho111e is where your Carrialle is.'' 

McCracken Motor Co. 
Highway 63 North • West Plains, Missouri 65775 

417/256.-3625 or 417/256-5218 
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The Old Timers' Club was active in the teens. According to an old program, they 
held their seventh annual reunion in June of 1916 at Ebb and Flow Spring on 
Jack's Fork River. This photo may have been taken at that reunion. The man in 
the middle of the front row appears to be John R. Reed, president of the group. 
At far left is C.T. Aid. 

About this time another famous 
West Plains citizen was starting his 
career. Joe L. Jones moved to West 
Plains with his parents from Moody 
in 1912. Recognizing Joe 's poten
tial, they sold their family farm just 
so he could attend high school in 
West Plains. 

After the move, Joe didn't disap
point his parents or anyone else. 
He distinguished himself in his high 
school career with the highpoint 
coming in 1916 when he was editor 
of the Zizzer yearbook . The 
leather-bound 1916 Zizzer was 
perhaps the best one ever. 

He had the foresight to include 
articles on the community's social, 
religious and business life along 
with a complete list of the previous 
graduates of West Plains High 
School since its formation in 1890. 

Joe went on to have a long and 
successful career as a journalist 
with United Press International , 

The new city pool, October 10, 1915. 

eventually retiring as its vice
president. 

Schools 
In 1914 Central High School was 

constructed on Garfield A venue, 
and members of the Class of 1915 
were the first to be graduated from 
the 3-story brick structure, which 
served as a school continuously 
from 1915 to 1982. (It has this year 
begun serving as a school again , 
this time as part of Southwest 
Missouri State University.) 

The 1916 Zizzer reports the num
ber of students enrolled in high 
school was 200 and the number 
enrolled in "the grades" was 800. 

City Expansion 
The teens were years which saw 

many improvements in West Plains 
- the paving of the square in 1914, 
the building of a city swimming 
pool in 1915, and hook up of the 
city's electrical power system to 
the new hydroelectric generating 
plant at Mammoth Spring in 1916. 

The city scales were built in 1919 
on · East Dixon where the fire and 
police stations are now located. A 
newspaper, the People's Sear
chlight, was published from 1913 to 
1919. 

On October 18, 1914 the famous 
attorney William Jennings Bryan 
passed through West Plains on a 
train, making a brief stop at the 
depot. In August, 1916 a circus 
came to town . 
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The decade also saw a recor 
flood and several large fires whic 
destroyed buildings such as Lan 
ston's and Aid Hardware on the 
square. The high incidence of des
tructive fires led to the moderniza
tion of the fire departm ent. A 25 x 
60 foot brick building was con
structed on Washington Avenue in 
1917, and a new fire engine was 
purchased to replace the horse
drawn fire wagon which had been 
used for many years. Even with the 
improvements in the fire depar t
ment , most buildings still burned 
when they caught on fire. The fire 
fighters did well to keep surroun
ding buildings from burning too. 

This was also the decade of the 
First World War. Following the 
war, in 1920, the West Plains Jour
nal published The Howell County 
Honor Roll. A.T. Hollenbeck was 
the publisher and Joe Jones served 
as associate editor. 

The foreward of the book gives 
an overview of the role played by 
Howell Countians in World War I: 

". . .Every state, every com
munity, had a fine part in the great 
national undertaking of 1917-19, 
but even as one star differs from 
another in glory, so do the war 
records of some counties far eclipse 
the general average. 

"The citizens of Howell County 
are proud of the fact that only two 
other counties in Missouri, and less 
than thirty in the whole United 
States, had equal distinction in 
more than filling the first draft 
quota by prior voluntary enlist
ments. No men entered the army 
through the selective service in 
Howell County until the last of 
March, 1918. The numb er of men 
in service according to total 
population was considerably above 
the average for the whole country. 

". . . The total of Howell County 
people in service to their country 
was over nine hundred, sixty per 
cent more than the average for the 
United States as figured by the 
Selective Service Board." 

" ... The only aim of the Honor 
Roll Association has been to 
publish a full and fair statement of 
our county's unusually creditable 
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July 4th, 1919. Victory Girls in People's Park-Hogan house to left, bandstand to right. From left: Jacque Dixon 
(Cunningham), Mary Katherine Peters, Myrtle Davis, Thelma Evans (Bohrer), Mary Hull, Pauline Godby, Marion 
Mantz (Logan), Edith Ross, Louise Whitmire, Cecile Kellett (Bonham), Charles Bohrer, Helen Rice, Dorothy Mantz 
(Walt), Linnie Arnold (Bohrer), Lois Thornburgh (Hankins), Alice Rosser, Naomi Bunting (Ingold), Marie Kimberlin 
(Rothgeb), Catherine Carter (Wunderlich). 

part in the Great War, as a matter 
of permanent record and as a 
memorial to the gallant lads whose 
last days were spent far from the 
green hills which they so loved. It is 
felt that such record will be a 
priceless thing in the future, and 
with that knowledge the publishers 
feel repaid for a work which has 
been not at all easy." 

Indeed the work is a priceless 
thing . It includes photos and 

The late M.C. Stephens in full uniform 
in 1918. 

biographical information of the 
men who served from Howell 
County and histories of the dif
ferent military companies. 
Activities of the Red Cross in 
Howell County are outlined, as 
well as other "home" activ
ities - Liberty Loan Drives, Coun
cil of Defense, Victory Girls, and 
Four Minute Men to name a few. 

To add to the book's historical 
significance, Howell County vet
erans of the Mexican War (only 
one - John Wells); the Spanish 
War (31, including the most 
famous, Col. Jay L. Torrey); and 
the Civil War (169 Union veterans 
and 185 Confederate veterans) 
were listed. 

Twelve men from West Plains 
lost their lives in the war along 
with another 22 from throughout 
the county . Following is the honor 
roll of the 34 Howell County men 
who died in the service : 

ALLEN, SHELLEY, Willow Springs 
BENFIELD, DENNIS F., West Plains 

BOLES, WAYNE T., West Plains 
CANTRELL, LONNIE H., Brandsville 

CLINGAN, DARREL D., Willow Springs 
COLEMAN, JAMES M., Mountain View 

COLLINS, SHAFTER, Pomona 
COON, CHARLEY H., Pomona 
DAY, MANNARD, Brandsville 

DUFFY, EVERETT H., Siloam Springs 
DUNCAN, REUBEN CALVIN, West Plains 
FINDLEY, BENJAMIN, C., Willow Springs 

GREEN, ETHMER G., Elijah 
GREEN, FRANK O., West Plains 

HAMILTON, FRED P., Hutton Valley 
HARDEN, LAURANCE, West Plains 

HOLLOWAY, CL YOE, Willow Springs 
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HOLLOWAY, GUY, Willow Springs 
HUDSON, JIM FRED, West Plains 
JEWELL, CHARLEY, West Plains 

JOLLIFF, DAN B., Rover 
LENON, JOHN, Peace Valley 
MONROE, GEORGE, Pomona 

MYERS, WILLIAM E., West Plains 
McDANIEL, BEN H., West Plains 
NELSON, FRED W., West Plains 
PIPER, ALFRED L., West Plains 

SHAW, EARL, West Plains 
SLOAN, ERNEST H., Brandsville 
SMITH, HEARL, Willow Springs 

SMITH, ISAAC C., Willow Springs 
SMITH, MARVIN W., Koshkonong 

SUMMERS, WEBSTER J., Willow Springs 
THORNTON, HIRAM J., Monntain View 

At least five Howell County 
women entered the service in 
WWI. Four, including Alice David
son and Ruth Sessen, of West 
Plains, served in the Army Nursing 
Corps. Another, Adah Pitts Smith, 
joined the Motor Corps of the Na
tional League for Women's Service 
and attained the rank of First 
Lieutenant. 

At least a dozen Howell County 
men were cited for bravery. Lieu
tenant Stephen W. Thompson of 
West Plains shot down the first 
enemy plane credited to an Amer
ican flyer and was later cited for 
bravery because of an encounter 
with four enemy planes. 

The close of the war signaled the 
end of the decade and the end of 
an era. West Plains entered the 
1920s with perhaps a new sense of 
worldliness, knowing things would 
never be the same. 
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-courte11y Mike Hogan 
This is a photo of West Main Street before it was paved in the early 1920s. 

The 1920s began with an effort 
to get back on track. With increas
ed post-war production of the auto 
mobile, there became an even 
greater need for good streets and 
roads. Recognizing the importance 
of the automobile in further econ
omic development, Mayor Harlin 
became a leader in road-building. 
This was the beginning of our 
modern highway system and a 
time when many good farm-to
market roads were established . 

EQUALITY 
by: Georgie Mathews 

I sat on one of a long flight of 
cement steps which led from the 
street to the high bank of our yard. 
The warm step below felt good to 
my bare feet. I sat there in my 
brother's outgrown overalls in hap
py anticipation as several large 
pieces of machinery moved to the 
site near the front of our house. 

It was the summer of 1928. A 

new "Farm-to-Market" road was to 
be constructed in front of our 
house located at the southern edge 
of West Plains. The road would 
continue for twenty-one miles 
south to come to an abrupt dead 
end. Its purpose was clearly 
defined by its name. 

The sun beat down with increas
ing heat to cause dozens of new 
freckles to join the array already 
covering my face and arms. As I 
watched I nibbled on the wild 
strawberries growing within arm's 
reach on the bank. 

One of the machines had a large 
cab with a makeshift desk. Maps 
and papers lined one side of the 
cab. A tall rangy man inside 
shouted orders to the operators of 
the other rigs. As each piece of 
machinery moved by I waved at 
the operator . Almost all of them 
smiled and waved back. My excite
ment grew and I thought, "Wow! 
This is really going to be fun." 

Finally, all the equipment had 

Janella's Beauty Salon 
46 Court Square 

West Plains , MO 65775 

Phone : 256 -4436 

1H«te~ 
COSMETIC STUDIO 

Your Compl ex ion Care 
Try Us Befor e You Buy 
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lumbered past our house except 
the one with the cab. When that 
one approached I waved again. 
The tall man stopped the rig by the 
steps and called, "Hi, Red! Wanta 
ride in the cab?" 

I could hardly believe my ears ! I 
scampered down the steps and 
climbed up into the cab. The man 
pointed to a portable leather
covered seat where I could sit. The 
crew was working on the two or 
three blocks just beyond our house 
to cut a wider road through the red 
clay soil. I was all eyes and ears as 
the morning sped by. 

After a while I asked, "Do you 
think you'll get in trouble for 
letting me ride?" 

The man chuckled and wrote 
some number on a chart. "I doubt 

May Milstead on the steps young 
Georgie (Milstead) Mathews sat on to 
watch the roadbuilders. This house , 
built in 1881, is one of the oldest 
houses in West Plains. 

THE VIDEO STORE 
largest VHS movie store in 

South Central Missouri 

VCR & Camera 
Rentals & Sales 

finan cing available (w.a.p.) 
417-256-2284 

103 East 3rd - West Plains 
Monday - Thursday 10-7 

Friday - Saturda~· 10-9 



it, kiddo. I'm the superintendent." 
I looked at him with a new sense 

of admiration. I thought if he was 
anything like the superintendent of 
schools he must be about the most 
important man in the world. 

Every night that week I met my 
mother and father when they came 
home with happy stories of the 
"Super" and his road crew. They 
laughed and outside of my dusty 
face, hair, hands and clay-covered 
feet they saw no harm in my 
adventures. 

On Friday disaster struck. When 
mother came home from work she 
said that I could no longer ride with 
the highway crew. I argued, cried, 
begged - to no avail. Usually 
understanding and permissive, 
Mother remained firm. Three 
ladies had come into the store on 
Friday to describe my presence on 
the machinery. They protested 
that it was not a proper place for a 
nine-year-old girl. When mother 
did not relent I decided that it must 
have been three of her best cus
tomers. 

The following Monday morning I 
sat on the step again as the 
machinery rolled past our house. I 
was fighting tears and lamenting 
the fate that had decreed I should 
be born a girl. 

The rig with the cab stopped and 
Super called, "Hurry up, Red! 
We're late." 

"I can't go anymore ," I managed 
to answer. 

He looked at me a long moment 
and then said sympathetically, "I'm 
sorry, kid." 

His rig moved on to join the rest 
of the crew. 

T-B-N 
ELECTRICAL SUPPLY CO. 

Wholesale Distributors 

"LIGHTING CENTER 
OF THE OZARKS" 

1520 N. Highway 63 
P .O. Box 677 

West Plains, Missouri 
417-256-5175 

. The three photos above were taken in 
1922 while Highway 63 was being 
built. 

Schools 
The gymnasium at Central 

School on Garfield was constructed 
in 1922. It also contained much 
needed classroom space for the 
Central complex. (The gymnasium 
was deemed too far gone for repair 
in 1987 and was demolished.) 

The 1923 Zizzer that the first 
Zizzer Queen was elected during 
the 1922-23 school year. Junior 
Miss Helen Roper won when 
members of her class sold the most 
Zizzers. 
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The 1923 Zizzer also contained 
histories of track and basketball. 

As for public works, West Plains 
obtained its sewer system in 1927, 
and in 1928 the local phone com
pany was purchased by the 
Western Light and Telephone 
Company. 

Also in 1928 the Methodist and 
Methodist Episcopal Church South 
merged and the present First 
United Methodist Church was built 
on West Main . 

Population 
1920 

Howell County . . ... . ... . . 21,102 

West Plains farmer and Methodist 
preacher Abe Taylor circa 1927. 

The decade ended with the worst 
disaster to ever befall West Plains. 
On Friday, April 13, 1928 approx
imately 50 persons were dancing 
to the tune "At Sundown," when 
the Bond Dance on East Main 
Street exploded in a blast which 

Seasons 
Greetings 

from 

for every home improvement 

417-256 -2040 
N. Hwy 63 West Plains 
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Looking toward the north side of East Main the day after the explosion. 

jarred the city. Within seconds 
flames engulfed the building, leav
ing little hope of rescue for victims 
trapped inside. 

When the final toll was taken, 37 
were dead and 22 were injured. 
Three brick buildings were com
pletely destroyed and several 
others sustained considerable 
damage. Windows were blown 
from nearly every building on East 
Main and court square. The old 
courthouse, built in 1883, sustained 
damage which made it necessary 
to discontinue its use. 

The explosion is still too painful 
for many survivors and family 
members of victims to talk about. It 
left the whole community grieving 
over the loss, a grief which was 
perhaps made worse by the horri
ble reality of how the victims died . 

/; 

Finally, no one was ever able to 
determine exactly why the explo
sion happened, compounding 
frustrations and anger. It's 
estimated from 4,000 to 7,000 per 
sons attended the funeral services. 

With the sad and tragic episode 
behind it, West Plains went on to 
face realities. The city formed and 
trained a new fire department and 
purchased a new fire truck, hoping 
to help guard against such 
disasters. 

Gus Jolliff, Sr., became the city's 
first fulltime fire chief. He was a 
professional firefighter having 
served 22 years with the 
Shreveport , Louisana Fire Depart
ment. He introduc ed many advanc
ed firefighting techniques , and 
made the first real strides in fire 
prevention and protection in West 

Thousands flocked to the scene of the disaster. -courtesy Wanda Prantl 
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Plains. Jolliff retired in 1940. 

The following "Explosio n 
Ballad" was given to the Gazette 
by Phil Buck from the collection o 
Mayree Davis. 

In the little town of West Plains 
In old Missouri State, 
Was in the month of April 
They saw the band of fate. 
The springtime flowers were blooming 
The world was bright and gay, 
And no one dreamed that danger 
Would come to them that day. 
Was there the young folks gathered 
One fatal Friday night 
And to the dance they wande red 
With hearts so gay and light 
And there they spent the evening 
With not a thought of fear 
For nothing seemed to warn them 
That death was drawing near. 
The dance was nearly over, 
The evening nearly past 
When from the floor beneath them 
There came an awful blast. 
The building all around them 
Came tumbling to the ground 
And though they fought and struggled 
The topplin g beat them down. 
How quick the sc ene was shifted 
From one so gay and bright 
With our hearts so full of grief 
To see their friends that night. 
How sad the tears of loved ones 
That came at break of dawn 
To see the great disaster 
Where 40 lives had gon e. 
We can't explain the reason 
These awful things must com e 
Bnt we should all be ready 
To face thy will be done . 
But though our heart s be weary• 
Our burdens hard to bear 
We have one consolation 
We'll meet them over there. 



In October 1929 the stock mar
ket crashed, beginning the worst 
economic disaster in modern 
times. As a result of the crash the 
1930s will always be remembered 
as the years of the Great Depres
sion. But West Plains managed to 
pull through and grow in the pro
cess. 

The decade started on January 5, 
1930 with the laying of the cor
nerstone of the Methodist Church 
on West Main. (The formal dedica
tion was September 18, 1938.) 

In December 1931 the post office 
was moved from the first floor of 
the Catron Opera House to a new 
$70,000 facililty on East Main, (the 
current location of the West Plains 
Public Library). At that time the 
office handled approximately 
30,000 pieces of mail each day. 

Also in 1931 another disaster 
struck West Plains. On December 
19, Howell County Sheriff C.R. 
Kelly was murdered in the David
son Garage on West Main. The 
story was told by Catherine 
Castner, in the Centennial 
memories book published in 1952: 

"There had been a wave of 
burglaries and robberies in this 
area, and especially the week 

Aid Hardware circa 1932. 

before McCall on 's Clothing Store, 
which was located where Viener's 
store [now Babe's] is now, had been 
robbed of hundreds of dollars 
worth of men '.s and women's cloth
ing together with Christmas mer
chandise. That Saturday morning, 
Sheriff Kelly went into the garage 
to question some men who had 
driven there a few minutes before. 
When he opened the door of their 
car, they shot and killed him. In 
backing out and making their 
escape, Carac Davidson and 
'Dutch' James tried to shoot them. 
There was lots of excitement 

-courte8y Rena Wood 

around this area for the next 
several days. Several posses were 
formed to hunt down the criminals. 
At that time the Missouri State 
Highway Patrol had just been 
organized and they helped in the 
search. Their hide-out was found 
below Thayer near the Arkansas 
line. In going through their per
sonal property and effects, together 
with pictures, it was learned that 
the criminals were the Ma Barker
Fred Barker-Alvin Karpis gang. 
, Sheriff Kelly was a popular and 
capable officer. Upon his death, his 
widow, Mrs. Lulu Kelly (Oliver}, 

This photograph of employees of the West Plains Post Office was taken in 1932 shortly after the post office moved 
into the new building which is now the West Plains Public Library . Front row from left are Hamlin Griffin, Lindsay 
Briscoe, L.M. Hyder, Mert Bean, and Carl Ike. Second row, Chester Collins, D.E. Henry, Lee Heselton , Bert Collins, 
Guy Buck, Authur West, and A.J. Shelton. Third row: J.P. Morgan, assistant postmaster at that time, Jack Shelton , 
A.T. Hollenbeck who was postmaster at that time, Rex Wood, M.A. Widener, and Jimmy Morgan. 
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-courtesy Monroe Forbea 

GULUC IS HERO 
IN BROWNS' GAME 

WITH DETROIT 
Boy From Roshkonong Rroke Up 

Thirteen Inning- llattle With A 
Hit That Turned Game To 

Brownies 5-4 

Ted Gullic, of Koshkonong, fornier 
West Plains hig\ school football and 
basketball star, now an outfielder with 
the St. Louis Browns, continues to 
hold a place in box ca1· letters in the 
sports new s of the day, and his lat
est victory was in the home debut of 
the Browns Tuesday, when he was 
the hero of a 13-inning battle with the 
Detroit 'l'igers, which he turned into a 

1 5-4 victory for his team. 
· The St. Louis Globe-Democrat in 

telling of the game headlines Gullic 

Above is a news clipping from 
the April 24, 1930 West Plains 
Daily Quill. 
Above left: Nevada Davidson 
and Willie Kennard in 193 L 
They are on the steps of the Lin
coln School in West Plains. The 
small school for many years 
housed eight grades and was 
the only school for blacks in 
Howell County. 
At left: the Moonshiners in 
1932. Gus Jolliff, at left, and 
Moon Mullins. 

WESTERN 
FARM &HOME 

CENTERS 
1807 N. Porter Wagoner Blvd. 
West Plains , Missouri 65775 

417-256-3336 
Your home owned, owner op erat ed 

farm store. We appr eciate our custom ers! 

STORE HOURS 
Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00 

Saturda y 8:00-4:00 

46 

as the hero and mentions him many 
times in the account of the game. The 
writeup says: 

''To Ted Gullic, elongated Ozark 
mountaineer, went the honor of break
ing up the battle. He turned the 
thankful trick in the fourth extra 
round by singling cleanly to lef t cen
ter to drive in Fred Schulte from the 
seoand base. Schult e had reached 
scoring· position on a base on balls and 
Melillo's sacrifice bunt." 

The article a lso says that the 
Brown' s batting was done chiefly by 
Gulli c and Manush , Gullic getting two 
singles and one triple. 

Gets Triple and Scores 
T.he Browns missed a chance in 

their se cond round after filling the 
bases, but they tied the score in the 
fourth . Gullic drove to right center 
and by taking a chance he turned the 
drive into a triple. He scored a mo
ment later on Ferrell's sacrifice fly to 
Stone in left field. 

was appointed sheriff by the gover• 
nor to serve until a new sheriff 
could be elected. Mrs. Kelly served 
several months during which time 
she worked and cooperated with 
all agencies to trying to capture her 
husband's murderers . " 

In 1933 Cleora Williams, one of 
the publishers of the Quill, wrote 
an article about the courthouses of 
Howell County . She wrote the 
story on the day after a wrecking 
crew from the Civil Works Ad
ministration began demolishing 
the old courthouse built in 1883. 

According to her article, the 
1928 expl osion, "left the court
house with cracked walls , careen
ed door and window sashes, yawn
ing windows with out glass and 
walls and floors pulled apart on the 
second floor." 

The courthouse was vacated 
after the explosi on, and for a 
period of eight years Howell Coun• 
ty's offices wer e re-located in 
various buildings throughout West 
Plains - in the old Methodist 
Church on Washington Avenu e, in 
banks , the Catron Opera house and 
other businesses. 

All of the county's records and 
offices were finally moved to their 
present homes in the courthouse in 
1936. 



In 1934 the newspaper headlines 
told of the depression . West Plains 
was even visited by the tail end of 
several severe dust storms which 
swept through Kansas, Nebraska 
and the Dakotas. Work programs 
were in the news as were the con
tinued reports of thefts and rob
beries - especially bank rob
beries. 

Schools 
In 1938 construction was started 

on three new elementary schools. 
These schools (which are still in 
use, but only until construction is 
completed on a new elementary 
facility) were named in honor of 
three beloved pioneer teachers, 
Mary Carmical, Maggie Foster, and 
D.W. Reese. 

On October 27, 1939 WPHS held 
its first homecoming day. The 
Zizzers played their arch rivals, the 
Mountain Grove Panthers on Octo
ber 31 and lost 21-0. Production of 
the Zizzer resumed in 1939 after 
several years of tough economic 
times had forced interruption of its 
publication. 

In 1939 one of our town's 
favorite "nice guys" received a 
special award of national signif
icance. Guy S. Buck was chosen as 
the All-American Father of the 
Year. He and his wife, Arlene and 
son Phil (who together nominated 
him for the award) were whisked 

off for a whirlwind tour of New 
York and a live interview on coast
to-coast radio. 

Also at the end of the decade was 
the possibility of electrification for 
all of rural Missouri with the com
ing of the REA. 

The decade ended on upbeat 
notes, but the 1940s would bring 
yet another calamity which would 
involve the entire world. 

Population 
1930 

The population of Howell County 
which hit over 21,000 in 1900 had 
leveled out through the 1920s and 
remained at about that figure. It 
dropped in 1930. 

West Plains .. . ............ 3,335 
Howell County ........... 19,672 

•M.C. Stephens collection 
The photo above was taken in the 1930s. This establishment was located west of 
Richards Brothers Feed Mill next to the tracks. Below is the same location 
several years earlier. 

Above is the Howell County Courthouse after the dance hall explosion in 1928 . 
The building was structurally damaged and had to stop being used. It was finally 
demolished in 1933. At left is the Guy Buck family in New York City. 
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-courtesy Mike Hogaa 
The Knoerle house (later Hogan house) on Grace Avenue was built in 1892, but this photo was taken in the winter of 
1940 . 

The newspaper headlines in the 
1940s were dominated by World 
War IL The moment it was learned 
that the Japanese had attacked 
Hawaii on December 7, 1941 local 
plans for the war effort were an
nounced. (Indeed preparations 
were being made months before 
because unrest in other parts of the 
world seemed to make U.S. involv
ment unavoidable.) Especially alar
ming at first was the uncertainty of 
the fate of several West Plains men 
serving in the armed forces. None, 
as it turned out, were reported 
among the dead at Pearl Harbor , 
but before the end of the war, 
many West Plains residents would 
lose their lives. 

Unfortunately there is no current 
list of West Plains men and women 
who served their country during 

the war or of those who died. John 
T. Kirk, who is commander of the 
local V.F.W. Post, says he's work-

. ing on such a list and hopes to 
someday have a fitting memorial 
established. 

During the war there were of 
course bond drives and rationing 
and victory gardens, but the 
economy was turning around from 
the depression years because of in
creased production of war mater
ials and when the war finally came 
to an end in 1945, there was a new 
found prosperity. 

Longtime mayor of West Plains, 
J.P. Harlin, retired in 1944. At that 
time, West Plains had no city taxes 
but_ enjoyed the lowest water and 
light rates amo ng cities of its 
classification in the entire state . 

In 1946 the "Quill sisters," Cleora 
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and Ella Williams and Fritze 
Williams Dixon sold the newspap er 
which had been in their family for 
over 60 years. Their father, Mills 
Williams, had established The 
Quill, a weekly paper , in 1885. The 
Daily Quill was establshed in 1902. 
(Frank Martin purchased the news· 
paper from the sisters and con• 
tinues to publish it today , with his 
son, Frank L. Martin III , serving as 
editor.) The Quill sisters were 
famous throughout the country 
during their tenure as owners of 
the paper, and their journalistic 
skills in reporting local news 
through the early 1940s provides a 
valuable record of West Plains 
history. 

On July 15, 1947 the first radio 
station in West Plains went on the 
air, KWPM-AM has been serving 



the area ever since. According to 
Bob Neathery, who opened the sta
tion, the call letters were picked by 
the FCC to stand for West Plains 
Missouri. FM was added in 1953. 
Fritze Dixon, who had recently 
retired from the newspaper busi
ness, went to work at the radio sta
tion where she stayed as assistant 
manager and broadcaster for many 
years. 

Population 
1940 

West Plains .............. .4,026 
Howell County ........... 22,270 

Shoppers Asked To 

Carry Packages Home 

Without Wrappings 1, 

(From Wednesday's Daily Quill.) 
Shoppers can help to conserve 

paper supplies, which are becoming 
scarce because of the national de
fense program, if they will carry 
home some of their packages with- : 
out wrapping. 

Of course many kinds of mer
chandise cannot be carried conven- ! 

iently without wrapping, it was ex
plained by Charles Bohrer, chair- ' 
man of the Howell County Civilian 
Council of Defense, but much mer- . 
chandise is put up in cartons or 
other sanitary packages and can be , 
carried quite easily without extra '. 
wrapping. : 
• Many pounds of paper can be : 
saved each week and each month 
in West Plains if everybody will 
observe this conservation practice. 
Carry 'em unwrapped! 

News clipping from December 8, 194 l. 

SCHWEGMAN 
OFFICE SUPPLY, INC. 

Business Machines , Rentals & Repairs 
"Everyth ing for t he Off ice Since 1952" 

Furniture, Ma chines & Supp lies 
Plain Paper Cop iers by 

Sharp & Cannon 
Sharp Electronic Typewr iters 

28 Court Square 
West Plains, Missouri 

417 / 256-4941 • 256-4981 

Above: Cleora and Ella Williams and Fritze Williams Dixon, the Quill sisters. 
Below: The Dressler sisters, Phyllis, Ruth, Kate, and Edna (Mrs. G.V. "Toots" 
Carter\. 
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-Rose Lee Carter collection 

H&R BLOClt 
THE INCOME TAX PEOPLE 

established in 1 9 5 5 

1406 Kentucky 
West Plains, Missouri 

417-256-5275 

BETTY SCHROEDER 
manager 
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Aerial photo of West Plains. I. The educational addition at First Baptist Church which housed Mo-Ark College. 2. 
Old Central High School. 3. Demolition site of Arcade Hotel. This photo originally appeared in Gazette number five 
dated 1948. It was actually taken several years later. 

On June 27, 1946 the war department 
released a list of casualties from World 
War II. The list is incomplete, but does in
clude over 70 persons who died or were 
reported missing during the war. Here is 
the list of names from Howell County, 
reproduced from the Journal-Gazette. 

The letters beside the names indicate the 
type of casualty: KIA - killed in action; 
DOW - died of wounds; DOI - died of in
jur ies; DNB - died, non-battle; and M -
missing. 

I 
Howe]] County 

Anderson, Oscar T ., ,Pvt.-DNB 
Barks, Paul J., Pvt .;.':__ M 
Baser, Raymond M. ! Sgt.-KIA 
Bay, Earnest B., T 

0

Sgt.-KIA 
Benge, Jack, Pfc. - KIA 
Boyd, Charles C., Jt O_pJ.- DNB 
Burnes, Chester L., l!'JSgt . .:......KIA 
Callahan, John H.·, .Pfc.- KIA 
Carey, Ernest, Pvt.-KIA 
Clark, Eugene o .; Pvt.-KIA 
CcUins Carl W., Pfc. - KIA 
Cqllins: Lloyd K., Pv t. - DOW 
Collins, Trav. W., Pvt.-KIA 
Cook, Robert L., Tec5--K¼,A 
Cooper, Herbert C., Pvt.-KIA 
Corn, Warren R., Pfc. - KIA 
Cox, Raymond, SJSg.:----KIA 
Cummings, Calvin ,F., . Pfc. -KIA 
Doke, Loyde A., A v P- DNB 
Edgmond James A., Pvt.'-- DOW 
Erwin, I-iar9ld B., Ptt. - DNB 
Foster , Cleo C., Sgt.-KIA 
Fowler , Lawre .nce W., Pvt. - DND 
Ghrist, Willard S., Pfi::. -KIA 
Gohl, Rudolph W., s1sg.:....DNB 
Goss, Dennie, Pvt.-KIA 
Grant, Horace G., Pfc:-KIA 
Green, Wesley L .. Pfc. ,---KIA 
Gualdoni, Charles N,, .pfc. - KIA 
Hogan, John E.; SJSg.~ KIA 

Howard, Clifford C., Pvt.-KIA 
Heward, James S., Pvt.-KIA 
Huff, Floyd E., Pfc.-KIA 
Hunter, Clyde M., Pfc.-DOW 
Ingalsbe, Richard D., Pvt.-KJ.i\. 
Jones, Ralph R., . Pfc.-DOW 
-Lang : Fred E., Pvt.-KIA 
M:arsh, Ralph D., Pfc.-KIA 
Matney, Marion E., T ec5-KIA 
McCormick, Ralph, Pvt.-KIA 
McCune, James F., Pvt.-DOW 
M'ill.E1, E<lward _B., . P fc .-DOW 

l Newcoftlb, Walter .R., Cpl. - DNB 
Peterman, Jack,< CJ,;, SjSg. -;- ~A 
Pinckney, Harold M., Sgt. - DNB 
Porter, James Q., 1 Lt.-DOW 
Range, Joseph J. ,---:Pvt. - KIA 
Renfro,w,' Charles I;)., Ca:p+.- KIA 
Roberson Cecil E. , Pfc. KIA 
Roberson; James E., Pvt.-KIA 
Robe'rson, Melvin A., Pvt.-KIA 
R:c,berts , Ralph R., Pvt.-KIA 
Rouintree, Jesse E., 2 Lt .-KIA 
Rowlett, ·Earl H., SJSg.-DOW 
Schmidtke, Waldemar, SJSg .--KIA 
Schneider, Orval A., Pvt.-DOW 
Scroggins, Lovel E., Pfc .-DNB 
Shockley, Marion F., Pv1!.-KIA 
Stephens, Gene C., 2 >Lt.- KIA 
Tate, Thomas M., Jr., 2 Lt.-KIA 
Taylor, Jarne.s E., SJSg. - KIA 
Tennican, Stanford C., Pfc.-KIA 
Thompson, Albert B., Tee 4-KIA 
Tinkham, Will iam E., Cpl.-KIA 
Vau.ghan, Ashby J, Pv t.-DOW 
Wakefield, Maurice, ~JSg.-KIA 
Walker, Thomas J., Cpl. - DNB 
Watkins, Selby E., SISg. - DNB 
Watson, Gerald A., . Pvt. - KIA 
Weeks, K~ith M., Pfc.-KIA 
Willard, Eugene B., Pvt.-KIA 
Williams, Roscoe G., Pvt. ~ DNB 
Yount , Pearl D .. Pfc.-KIA 
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Schools 
The music building at the Central 

School was completed in 1940. 
(This build ing eventually served as 
kindergarten classrooms and now 
houses the Adult Basic Education 
program.) 

In 1948 the Moark Baptist Col
lege was established in response to 
the need for a college in West 
Plains. Its first term began May 
1948 with an enrollment of 102. 
The facility built to house the col
lege is the northeast part of the 
First Baptist Church. The growing 
church needed more room for ser 
vices and shared the space with the 
college. 

First Baptist Pastor Kenneth L. 
Sutter was instrumental in estab
lishing the junior college. When it 
opened, Clyde Campbell served as 
president and acting dean, and Mr. 
and Mrs. W.M. Kemp worked 
there, too. Dow Felty was presi
dent of the board, and other of
ficers were: Sutter, Clyde Williams, 
M.A . Widener, and Howard 
Holloway. 

Even though the school was 
short-lived, lasting until 1951, it 
probably provided the impetus for 
the eventual opening of the West 
Plains Campus of Southwest 
Missouri State Universi ty . 



Return of County 
· War Dead 
May Start Soon 
Bodies of ApproximateJy 80 

Howell County Servicemen 
May Be Returned 

The bodie.~ of approxim a'.:~.ly 
80 How ell Cou n ty scrvi cem<c·n 
who died during Woi:·ld War 11 
and who ar -~ r;ow burie d in ov~c 
se as cemeter1<:1' mLy h8 retunicJ. 
to this ~ountry, ac~ ::,rding to in 
formation rcE:ivccl here by the 
Veterans Admnistrati cn office. 

A recent survey con duct ~d 
from Wa .shingt on ind,cates that 
approxim at ely '12 pe r cent o.t: the 

1 families hi t hE: U. S. contacted 
ex pr esse d a des ire to have the 
dec.easd member s of their fami

September 30, 1947 news clipping 

lie s returned to this country for 
r eburial. 

Several request s for informa
ti on concer.oing ihe return of 
decea$ ed servicemen have been 
m ade by H cvJe ll County resi
Bm Br andt, V p._ contact rep:re
.sentative ,said to day . 

He po ~nted out that 80 is r,~t 
the total number of Worl d War 
II dea d from: thi s county, bLtt 
rather is the numb er whose r ,~
m a in s ar ,e r ecove r ab le and avail
abl for r etu rn to the U. S. 

It was empha size d t ha t 1h~ 
Veterans Adm in istr ation docs 
not administ er the returQ. prn 
gram, and :he entire procedure 
is handled by the Quartermast .-~r 
Gen eral of th e U. S. Anny. 

Tot al nun~ber of Worl d War 
II serviceme n in Missou ri now 
avai l able for re t ur n u nd er t he 
progrn.m is 8,803. · The Kansa s 
City Q'uarterma skr D epo t is thr~ 
distribution cent er fo r seven 

m id -w est states, including M is
sou r i. 

L ocal commanders of the Um- '. 
ted Sp an ish \Var Veterans, Am
erican Legion and Ve t erans of 
For eign Wars have r-eceived 
commu nicat ions from the Mis
souri Military Di strict at S t . 
L ouis re ga rd ing military burials 
for the re turn ed Wor ld War :rr 
dead who are to be r,e-int er r ed 
in th is locali~y, it was st at ed to
ray by W allace B. Hodge. 

It is sta'ced tha t the bodie .:; will 
begin ar :;iving in Missouri dur
ing October and that it w ill re
quir e from 18 months t o two 
years to complete the ,ent ire 
_progra m. 

s,,nce there ar,e n o combat 
platoons of the Regu lar Army 
statio ned in JVUssouri , the re
quest has bee:n made for vet.er
ans organization to furni3h buri
al details in cases where next of 
kin d esi r e military fun era ls. 

The WPHS 1948-49 Basketball team. From left : L.C. Bell, Woody Smith, Bob Part~; Biil Virdon, Dean Hedges , Mitchell 
Rhodes, J.A. DeShazo, Dale Bradford, Roy Hill, Coach Sigler . · · · · 
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West Plains Memorial Hospital (now Ozarks Medical Center) shortly after it was established in the 1950s. The grassy 
slope in this photo is now the site of the Doctors' Pavillion (medical office building) which was completed in 1986. 

For a look at the 1950s, we take 
excerpts from the centennial 
memories book published in 1952: 

"West Plains has grown from 
what you might say was a 'whistle
stop' into a city of third class, 
population over 5,000 having a 
trade area serving over 45,000, 
with a Commission form of govern
ment. Included under this plan is 
police and fire protection, and a 
municipal owned water system 

with four deep wells. We have elec
tric power from Norfork Dam, dis
tributed through REA and SPA 
lines with the lowest rate in the 
whole midwest. We now have some 
20 miles of paved streets. Oh, yes, 
we have today a municipal stock 
yard, which is the fourth largest in 
the State of Missouri, as to passage 
and sale of animals. 

"We have two banks, the First 
National and West Plains Bank, 
with deposits totaling around 10 

The Gold Medal award, scouting's highest honor, is pinned on Troop 61 member 
Donald Harbaugh by his mother, Mrs. Lyle Harbaugh, who he saved from drown
ing during a family outing on Bryant Creek in the summer of 1952. According to 
Dr. H. Roe Bartle, right, regional scouting executive, only six of the awards, 
which are comparable to the Armed Services Congressional Medal of Honor, had 
been given nationwide at the time. Donald earned the Eagle rank in 1954. 
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million dollars, along with Building 
and Loan , National Farm Loan, 
Production Credit and a Farm 
Security office, all of which provide 
adequate financial assistance to 
our industry, agriculture and retail 
businesses. 

"We have three wholesale gro
cery firms , one wholesale hard
ware, six wholesale oil plants, one 
wholesale dry goods, two whole• 
sale auto parts firms, one 
wholesale electric and plumbing 
supplies and appliances, these just 
to mention a few that help service 
West Plains trade area. We have 
two newspapers, the Daily and 
Weekly Quill and semi-weekly 
Journal-Gazette , that give us 
everything from births to fishing 
results. All in all, we have some 250 
service and merchandis e establish
ments. 

"I'd lik e to interj ect a note of 
appreciation and recognition to the 
back bone of our community and 
trade area, the farmer. If it weren't 
for our rural friends, the services 
that we offer from the city would 
certainly dwindle to nothing , and 
our growth would have long since 
turned to decay. Of course, it isn't 
all one sided. We help the farmer 
too. 

''Agriculture in this area is based 
primarily on the products of dairy 
production. Feeder cattle, . eggs, 
broil ers, feeder pigs, sheep, and 
commercial fruit products furnish 
supplementary sources of income. 



With 3/ 4 million acres in wood
lands, lumbering is still a major 
enterprise. 

"With a longer pasture season 
and milder winters here than in 
heavier production areas, this sec
tion competes successfully with 
those areas in dairying, beef cattle 
and hogs." 

Th e Korean conflict from 
1950-53 meant more young West 
Plains residents were off to war. 
Again, there seem to be no lists of 
those from West Plains who served 
or lost their lives. 

Population 
1950 

West Plains ............... 4,918 
Howell County ........... 22,725 

1957 
West Plains ............... 5,300 

Schools 
In 1955, Central High School, 

built in 1914 and located on Gar
field, became the junior high 
school when the new West Plains 
High School was built. Central was 
renovated that year, forcing some 
junior high classes to meet at "old 
Central" on Walnut Street and in 
church halls around town. 

And again quoting from 
Catherine Castner in 1952: 

"In our elementary schools, 
about 900 children work con
sistently with a staff of 30 well 
trained teachers. They are housed 
in five modern buildings, conven
iently located with reference to the 
population. 

"Just a few weeks ago, we receiv
ed a rating of triple A by state of
ficials, whose job it is to inspect 
facilities and offerings and suggest 
improvements. 

"In the high school 24 well 
qualified teachers direct the train
ing of over 600 students, with a cur
riculum offering over 50 units of 
work. The High School is fully ap
proved by the North Central 
Association of Secondary Schools 
and Colleges and Missouri State 
Board of Education." 

-photo by Champleux 
Van and Dulcie Cochran looked right at home in their 1906 Ford, Woodworth
Cochran Motor Company's contribution to the West Plains Centennial Parade in 
1952. 

In 1952 a meter ordinance was 
passed, and parking meters were 
installed shortly after. Also at that 
time individual parking spaces 
were marked. At first five cent 
fines for overtime parking were im
posed. A courtesy envelope was 
placed on the windshield, and 
thanks to local merchants, a nickel 

was also inside which was to be us
ed to pay the fine. A $500 fund was 
established which was to be replen
ished when violators used the 
nickels to pay their fines, but 
violators kept the nickels instead . 
So beginning in 1957, 25 cent fines 
for parking violations were issued. 
This is the rate still in effect. 

Below is the U.S. Post Office in West Plains in 1955. This building currently is the 
West Plains Public Library. -courtesy Rena Wood 
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The Howell County Courthouse in 1955. This is the courthouse completed in 1936 . Th e upper righthand photo is 
Catherine Castner in 1956 . She's holding the flag of the West Plains Business and Professional Women 's Club . This 
flag was used by the Pioneer Saddle Club in their flag drill and won first place at the American Royal . Catherine was 
extremely active in community affairs and holds an important place as on e of our town's most prominent historians . 

~' .. ,f,l-:-~-· ·,_,_.,.,·: . ··:• ___ , __ /_,'_/,·.~·•\ 
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From left: Preacher Roe , Bill Virdon, John Cordell, Ted Gullic , and Fred Nimmo. At the time of the photo , Mr. Nimmo 
was the owner of Sass Jewelry. The other gentlemen are West Plains's claims to baseball fame . This photo was 
evidently taken at a Chamber of Commerce luncheon probably honoring Bill Virdon for being named Rookie of the 
Year in 1955 . · 



Healthcare 
(The following information is 

courtesy of Pearl Butler and is 
taken from a pamphlet titled "The 
History and Progress of the West 
Plains Memorial Hospital" pub
lished several years ago.) 

On June 16, 1954 Lawrence 
Champieux, civic leader and pro
moter, called a public meeting to 
discuss the feasibility of building a 
SO-bed, modern hospital for West 
Plains and surrounding commun
ities. A five member steering com
mittee, composed of Hugh K. 
Thompson, George Roehrmann, 
Dr. M.C. Amyx, Mrs. Dean W. 
Davis, and Mr. Champieux as chair
man was elected. 

After electing a temporary board 
of directors, federal funds were 
sought to help finance the facility. 
Hill-Burton funds were available, 
but in order to show an intent to 
build, a $10,000 deposit was re
quired. Each Board member con
tributed $100, and the group also 
solicited ninety other contributors. 

Architectural drawings were 
made and a cost of $700,000 was 
arrived at, to build, equip, and fur
nish the hospital. Application was 
made for Hill-Burton Funds in the 
amount of $350,000 which would 
need to be matched locally. 

After several months of wide
spread community support, most 
of the money was raised and board 
president Hugh Thompson issued a 
call to bid. On January 11, 1957, 
specifications for a 42-bed institu
tion were furnished to contractors, 
and D.C. Boss of Enid, Oklahoma 
was the low bidder. Ground break
ing was March 24, 1957, with Mr. 
Champieux turning the first blade 
of dirt. Construction began on 
March 25, 1957. 

In September 1958, Charles E. 
Hall was named administrator, and 
by February 2, 1959 all hospital 
equipment had arrived and was in
stalled. 

On April 30, 1959 over 1,000 per
sons attended the dedication 
ceremony, and afterwards over 
3,000 persons toured the hospital. 

Upon the death of Administrator 
Hall in 1961, Robert Gleghorn was 

-Harry Boyer Collection 
The original Board of Directors at West Plains Memorial Hospital. Seated from 
left: Howard Fuller, Pearl Butler, Hugh Thompson, Harry Boyer, and Glen Roe. 
Standing : J.E. "Good" Hard, John Stein, Gladys Davis, Catherine Castner, A.L. 
Kissinger, and Willard Hunter. Lawrence Champieux was originally chairman of 
the board, and instrumental in establishing the hospital. However, after initial 
planning he was forced to step down because of poor health. 

named as administrator. In less 
than ten years, more room was 
needed . On November 30, 1967 
the board met with an architect to 
discuss plans for 24 more beds. 

This new wing, which included a 
four-bed intensive care unit, was 
completed and opened for occu
pancy on April 16, 1970, giving the 
hospital a total capacity of 66 beds. 

Within two years it was time to 
expand again. An architect was 
contacted in March 1973 to work 
on plans for an addition which was 
to include many new services and 
38 additional beds. Approval for 
the project had to be obtained from 
the state in order for the hospital to 
participate in the Medicare and 
Medicaid programs. Approval was 
received, and the new $2 million 
wing opened on May 22, 1978, 
bringing the total capacity of the 
hospital to 108 beds. 

Also during this time, in April 
1975, construction of more cafe
teria, waiting room, and office 
space was completed. On March 
12, 1975 Robert Gleghorn resigned 
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as administrator, and Kenneth 
Clark was hired to fill the post on 
May 12, 1975. 

Many more exciting changes 
have taken place at the hospital 
since the above information was 
written. A long-range plan has 
been instituted and a complet e 
remodeling of the hospital is nearly 
complete. 

In 1984 the name of West Plains 
Memorial Hospital was officially 
changed to Ozarks Medical Center , 
and in 1986 construction was com
pleted on the $1.6 million Doctors' 
Pavillion office complex which was 
a joint venture between the med
ical center and several of its staff 
physicians. 

A cance r treatment center and a 
blood bank have now become a 
reality. Soon to be completed is a 
kidney dialysis center, a psychi
atric unit, a regional arthritis pro
gram, and the list goes on and on. 

There are currently 500 employ
ees at Ozarks Medical Center, and 
51 doctors on staff. 



FIFTY-THIRD YEAR WEST PLAINS, HOWELL COUNTY, MISSO 

Blast Roaring Through Night Here Friday the Thirteent 
28 Years Ago Still Echoes 111 Hearts of Howell Countian 

Twenty-eight years ago tomorrow - on another Friday 
the thirteenth in April, the greatest dis.aster kn own in the 
history of the county occ:urred in We~t Plains. It was the 
dance h,i ll explm;io n of the Bond Hall on East Main St., in 
which 40 persons lost t heir livcR. 

Years elapsed before a building was built back on the 
site, and one of the acJjoini ng buildings destroyed has never 

been replaced. The old brick 
courthouse, its windows all blown 

City Council, Clerk 

Of 10 Years Ago 

Helped Get Factory 

ou t from the blast, wa s con• 
demned. Window5 were shattered 
in homes all over the city, and it 
was reported the blast was heard 
as far away as Thayer. 

Th ere ar e those who say th ere 
The West Plains shoe factory, has never been a good dance since 

being honored on its tenth an- in the town. 
ni versary here this week, was No home in the little city was 
~ sib k ' 'tmly - "tt-r:r;n.,;:h ttri! ct,. without sorrow, for those who 
operation of the dly clerk' and had not lost r e lative s, had Jost 
city counci lmen in office ten friends or acquaintances. 
years ago. 

P aul Schwegman, city clerk 
then, and Dr. M. C. Amyx, Fred 
Ead s, a n d Claude Richards 
on the counclr, contribu ted a 
great deal of time i;ind effort in 
wo rk ing ou l the details n eces
~ar y tl ' bring the factory to 
West P lains . 

Th eir cooperati on with the 
Chamber 1::if Commerce group 
wo rk ing for the industrial ex
pan sio n of Wes t Plains was on e 
of the major fadors in ma k ing 
th e projec t a suc cess. 

Two Principals, 
Teachers Named 
At Rural Schools 

Ben Pruett and James Decker 
have been na me d pr inci pals of 
R - 1 an d C-5 Schools, respectively, 

Laughter and Gaycty 
There was laughter and gayety 

on that Apr i l n ight as young peo
ple, many from leading families 
in the city, we n t to the dance . 

A three piece dan ce orchestra 
with Dimple Mar tin at the piano, 
played the peppy fox trot s and 
romantis: waltzes. A lively crowd 
had just reconvened following the 
intermission, some still loitered 
in the hall outside. It was the 
hour before midnight. 

At first there was only a low 
rumbling sound, then a second 
later, a loud thundering explo
sio n. The building was blown 200 
or 300 feet into th e air, then 
plunged back down, much as a 
falling plane plumm ets to ea rth 
wi th its human cargo_ For an in
stant there was silencl!,. and only 
spotted fire s. Then fire broke out 
all over and shrieks of those dy
ing in the holocaust penetrated 
the air. 

acco rding to Bern a r d Smith, Coroner's Jury 
Co u nty Schoo l Supt. A coroner's jury, called the 

Smith· also anno unc ed the fol. following day, sa t for four days, 
lowin g t eachers of rural schoctls heard the testimony of sixty-two 
have been hired: Pomona - Be ssie witnesses, and adjourned without 
Bu rgess; No blet t-Aile en Turner ; fixing the cause or blame. 
Cureall - Myrtle Roberts on; C-G- Dick Green was pr.Qs,w.uting at
lower grades, Pauline Yardley; _ _t;o;i-ne.v at the ume. f 'i. f1eadline ·10 
Bridg es-Louise Ward; R-1-Mr s. the Springfi el d Daily News the 
Carmen J ohnson, Mr s. Madelin e following Sunday sa id, "Prosecu
H ilburn , and Mr s. Helen Hollo- tOI" Scout s Gasoline Bla st Theory 
way. in West Plains Exp los ion " . At 
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ARCADE HOTEL AND the 
little building which now house s the Salvation Army Headquar
ters, fom1erly Ridgeway Cleaners, whi ch were not demolish ed in 
the explosion in 1928. The traged y still brings back m em ories of 
hearta che and de spair to townspeople 11 ere. 

first Gr een suspected a nitro-gly
cerine explo sion, but no evidence 
wa s uncovered to prove th at. 

In telling today, of the investi
gation, Green said, "Today's mod
ern me ans of crime detection 
would have been of ine stimable 
help th en. There was on ly the 
constab le , sheri ff and myse lf . In 
those day s there was no highway 
patrol to assist in crime in vesti 
gation, nor modern crime labora
to r ies in which to have evidence 
analyzed." 

Conflicting Testimony 
During the inquest there was 

much conflicting testi mony. Some 
witnesses testified they smelled 
gasoline, while other said there 
was no smell of gasoline before, 
during, or after the exp losion. 
Events prior to the explosion 
which ordinarily would not have 
been r em embered were recalled 
and investigated. 

A band of gypsies in town a 
couple of weeks before, robbed 
"Uncle Wesley" Cordell of ·some 
money, and the entire male pop• 
ulati on of the band, jailed . They 
had made threats against the 
town. 

A carnival, refus e d a site with 
in the city, had set up a location 
near where the new high school 
is to b e built. It rain ed all week, 
busin ess was mise r ab le, an d the 

carni val w orkers had 
vocifer ous in 
town. 

A piou s moth er who disa 
proved of dancing made the 
fortun ate remark that her s 
wasn't going to the dance and 
hoped it bl ew up whi le he wasn 
there . 

Mysterious Men 
A .radical preacher was refu 

a room in the cour th ouse to h 
h.is meeting . He remarked h 
blow the town up. 

Tw o men we r e seen ru 
from the scen11 of the fi-re, 
everyone else was runn ing towa 
it. 

A lady who lived nearby w 
thrown _ from he r bed by the fo 
of the explo $iOn , we nt to the doo 
saw a man passing b y and call 
to him, by name (so she th ought) 
He d id n't deny he wa s the m 
she though t he w as, yet that ma 
wa s killed in the explosion. Sh 
asked the man what had hap
pened and he answered , "There's 
been an explosio n. " She asked ii 
anyone was hurt , and he replied, 
"Sounds like it , I can hear t hem 
screaming.'' Yet he hurried away 
from th e scene. 

Another man reported he col
li ded with two men running from 
the scene of the explosion., but 
minute s after the flash . He was in 
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6irl Scouts to Hold 
District Rally 

Mrs. Betty Nichols Is to Be Ground Will Be 

Al Armory April 23 c~~~::,,~,,9,~~~o~n~!t~t~~.~.~~2'~ Broken at New 
the shoe factory here, will be crowned International Shoe Days 
Queen tomorrow. 

Dist rict 4 of th e Dogwood Trails Mrs. Nichols wound up the hotly-contested campaign with 6,042 
Council met yesterday at Harry's votes. 
Steak House to make final plans 
for the Girl Scout Rally at the 

Running second in the race was Mrs. Berdenia DeWitt of the 

Armory April 23. Shoe Days Parade 
Route Listed 

The five towns represented at 
yesterday's meeting, T h a y e r , 
ilouston, Cabool, Licking, and 
West Plains, will participate in For Tomorrow 
the Rally from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. All those interested in Scout- Route ot__.the Intern ,ational Shoe 
ing are cordially invited to attend. ~!s~ parade tomorrow will be.: 

The program will consist of . · ~'ihc-ishoc fart~;-y f.t:luth ~"' 
demonstrations and skits on the ·. -fis.souri Ave., to West Main St.; 
various phases of Girl s c O ut then east on West Main to the 
work, a Court of Recognition, and Square; around ~hree sides of the 
a "nosebag lunch" in the park at square to Washmgton Ave.; and 

north on Washington Ave., to noon. 
• • ,. • • • ,. ,. ,. • ,. • Broadway. 

Member of Coroner's 

Jury Feels Disaster 

Was Not an Accident 
One of the men who served on 

the coroner's jury following thl 
explosion twenty -eight years ago 
C. C. McCallon, today, told ot 
some of his impressions as he per 
formed the sad ta sk. 

He said his impression then 
and through the years had been 
that the tragedy was no acci~t. 
Then he told of viewing the bod
ies which were taken to the 
Davis-Ross Hardware and Under
taking Establishment which was 
located in the corner of the 
square where the Employment 
Office is now. 

He told of seeing a foot, and 
they couldn't tell to Which body 
it belonged. 

McCaUon said man y of the- bod• 
ies were not mutilated or burn~. 
but looked as though the victims 
had suffocated from the inten!re 
heat. He said some of the bodies 
looked as though they had a deep 
suntan, on the side which was 
presumably turned towa.rd the 
fire. 

"There were many acts of brav-• 
ery that night" McCallon sai:d, 
and told of Glen Moore i;esctiing 
a woman who was pinned under 
some timbers ; 

The parade will begin at 3:30 
p.m. 

nutler Furniture Store 
To Give Graduation Gifts 

The Butler Furniture Co. has a 
gift for all girl graduates this year 
at the Wes t Plains High School. 

The store's graduation gift is 
a .miniature Lane Cedar Chest 
and all girls graduating this year 
may ca11 at the store for their 
pres ent. 

Graduat es are invited to take 
part in the Lane Cedar Chest Co. 
$12,500 con test. 

Richards Bros. Store 
To Give Presents to 
'lnternationa I Queens' 

Dwight Richards announced to 
day that Richards Bros . Store 
here will present the four win
ners of the Internati onal Shoe 
Days queen contest with boxes of 
Cinderella Hosiery. The presenta
tion will be made after the 
crowning of the International 
Shoe Days queen and parade Fri 
day afternoon at 3:30 p.m. 

WEATHER 
High yesterday - 59 .3 
Low last night--32 .1 
Noon today-67.0 
Precipitation last 24 hours-0 
Precipitation this month-1.01 
Precipitation this year-9.87 

bottoming department with 5,042 
'•lP5" 
~;:;:~ (hird place was Miss Wilrnh"· 

Single ton of the main office. She 
received 4,616 votes. 

And fourth was Miss Martha 
Owen of the fitting department 
with 4,529 votes . 

The top four in the race, and 
particularly the Queen , are to 
receive a number of prizes from 
West Plains merchants. 

The contest netted $1,054.80 for 
the Memorial Hospital Fund. 

------------"----(; 
Crew of 12 C. of C. 

Cooks Preparing 

For Big Bar-B-Que 
A crew of 12 W e s t P 1 a i n s 

Chamber of Commerce members 
will begin preparing more than 
500 pounds of bee f tonight for the 
big free Int ernation al Shoe Days 
bar-be-que to be held Saturday 
noon on the lawn in front of the 
shoe factory. 

A six -foot roasting pit is being 
dug on the factory la wn and the 
fir e was scheduled to be started 
tomorrow afternoon. 

A "come one, come all" invi ta
tion to everyone has been extend
ed by the Chamber of Commerce 
and Int ernationa l Shoe Co ., hosts 
at the open air bar-be-que. 

H arry Boyer , chairman of the 
bar -be -que committee, will act as 
chief "pit" cook. 

B·aseball Season 
To Begin Here 
At 7 :30 Tonight 

Wes t Plains H igh Scho ol wil l 
play th eir fi r st baseball ga m e of 
the season here t onigh t at Lions 
Field at 7:30 wh en they me et 
Mountain Grove. There is to be 
no admi ssion charge , and th e 
publi c is cordially invited . 
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School Monday 
P-T A Members W h o 

Worked During Bond 
E I e c ti o n t o B e 
Honored During Cere
mony at New Site 
An official groundbreaking 

ceremony will be held at tht 
site of the new high school 
here at the corner of Olden 
St. and Howell Ave., Monday 
morning at 9 :30 o'clock. 

Jack McFarland, president 
of the board of education, will 
turn over the first shovel-full of 
dirt during the ceremony. 

To be recognized at the cere
mony are members of the P-TA 
who worked to "get out the vote" 
for the election at which a bond 
issue for the building program 
was appro ve d. 

The board of educa tion a:sks 
that as many members of the 
P-TA be present as possrbly can . 

The general pubiic is invited 
to the ceremony. 

The new high school plant is to 
be completed in 12· months, ac
cording to th e terms of the con
trac t. 

22 Districts Are 
Dissolved; 14 
trlew Ona F.~t-nea 

With reports from all rural an 
nual scho ol elections in, Supt. 
Bernard Smith announced today 
that 22 districts were dissolved in 
the county at the annual elections 
and 14 new distri cts formed by 
annexation. 

Only three suggested n ew dis
tricts failed to be accepted at the 
annual elections of schools .in the 
county. The y were Sims Valle y 
and Trask, which failed in Trask 
by one vote ; Dry Creek and Oak 
Grove 44; and Oak Ridge and 
Moody. 
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BLAST ROARING 
THROUGH Nl'GHT 

Prosecutor In Office burn s were about his head and H. T. Green . T. R. Burns 

(ContJnue(I l"rorn f'a.l!e 56) 
Dick Green was seated in the hands. His clothing was not burn- county co r oner and Fred Ju 

office o! the Green and Gre en ed from his body. There was a was sheriff. 
front of the Bapt ist Church a t the 
ti me, he t estified. 

Burglars Seen 

Law Firm, located in the We st hole in _hi s chin and hi s sk ull was T ime has assauged that f 
Plains Bank :Building where it fractured on the left s ide. In the sudden deep gri ef and horr or, 
now is. His office as count y pro s- garage were seve nteen cars and the awful memor y of it still I 
ecutor was above wha t is now truc ks altogether. Rumor spread gc r s ;.mun ;,. : ·. ····~ wh o lost Jo 

. The night before, Ell s _ Seiber- Eads' Store. Green wa s si t ti ng by that one of the trucks was loaded ones , and ; 1r,1c.;·:: : '.110 ~ (• who 111 

1mg, 1:=onstablc, h ad surpr'. sed _two the northe st window, typing. He with dynami te, but that was nev - here t hen . £\'(' n !HY,.-, uc:casi 
men m th e act . of bre aking mto Ioo'ked out and saw Ells Seib er- er esta bli sh ed. ally , you will s<:c :-;ome une P• 
the Aid Stoi·e 111 th c back, but ling standing on the co rner in Additional und erta k eril<-.s~--t,-w in front o f the parking lo t for 
they had escaped. Some of th ose front of what is now Anthony 's be called from S-pringfield. All Ar eade Hotel on E as t Main acr 
reported fleeing aft~r ~he explo- Store . He decided to joi n Seiber- day and th e next night they the str ee t west of the post offi 
sion ~itted t he des cripti on of th e ling. Before he got acr oss the of- work ed while the mournful filed p oin t, and say , "Th at 's where t 
ban dits Ells h ad see n. fice, the low rumble had begun, by the bodies trying to identify explosion was, " and the onloo 

A few da ys before the blast a the vibrating explosion followed, the m. Few of the bodi es were in is silent or his mind fli es back 
stranger wa s seen in the alley in and the wall above where he was good eno u gh conditi on to be em- that April night that started w1 
back of what is now the McCallon sitting was blown in . The window balmed , and were s impl y "laid la ughter and g ;iyety bu t end 
Clothing _Co. The stranger wa s pane shattered acr oss the type- out". with horror i~ an inexpl ica 
looking up at the buildings and writ er he had so recently left. On April 17, memorial servic e s mystery . 
writing something on a note pad. Fire broke out in the offi ce and were held for the un identified-
Someone asked him what he was th e library of the firm was great- and one identifi e d-a young mar 
doing and he replied he was fig- ly damaged, both by fire and wa- ried woman whose folks wanted 
uring in sur ance. He is reported ter. He learned of that later, be- her bur ie d with the body of her 
to have pointed in the dire ction cause with the first shock of the un iden tified husbitnd. 

Salvation Army 
Seeks Musical of the buildings de St royed in th e explosion over, he ran from the Gray caskets, unm ar k ed and 

explosion, and said , "Th at buil d - office. id enti ca l, st ood side by side , in Instruments 
ing will go-whoosh! one of th ese Hurr ying to the street, h e met. two long rows, twenty of th em, 
days." Seib er l ing , who had been blown while the town speople bowed Lt. Ja ck Vaughan of the S 

In testimony at the inque st it completely around, so gr eat was, their heads in the memorial se rv- vation Army to day announc 
was brought out th at a tall , Ian- the force of the surge of air which ices held in Oak Lawn. A marble that h e ha s. a number of mu 
tern jawed, smoo th shaved man followed. Seiberling had hi s gun monument pur chased by the pupils and would appreciate d 
watch ed the fire burn, and in a drawn, thin k ing bandit s h ad t ownspeople, was placed on the nations 6f string or bras s mus i 
se lf -righteous manner said, "Well, blown the saf e of th e We st Plain s cem ete ry lot in memoriam to the instruments for thefn to use . 
they shouldn't have b een there. " Bank. unidentified. He said the music pup ils we 
Th e witness said th e ma n wa s a A . W. Landis came fro m h is of - A l ist of the dead includes learning to use instrument s pr 
strange r, bu t appeared to be a fic e, and the three were the firs t ma ny names familiar in the town vided by the Salvation- Army, b 
religious per son oppo se d to such ones at the sce ne. to day, includ ing: Mr. and Mrs. that additional instrument _s a 
places. R. G . Martin, who sponsored the needed for them to practice a 

Owner In Trouble Drags Victims from Rubble danc es. and th eir daughter, Dim- ho me. 
In testimony at the inquest it Electric wires w ere popping ple Mart in , Mr s. Kitty McFarla nd , 

Ff A District 
Contests Are 

was revealed the owner of the and cra ckling overhead. Three Mrs . Carl Mullins, Pa u l Evan s, 
ga rag e was about to lose his auto- men wer e t rap ped in a. second Jr., Charles Fi she r , Major Bob
mobile agen cy, and was reported story window above the st ai rwa:v Mu lli ns, J. M. Weiser , owner of 
to have su ffe r ed fin a ncia l r evers- to th e dance hall. Seiberling and the garage, J oh n Bate s, Charles 
es. But he was dead and coul d not Green st arted tr ying to help Merk, Julian c. Jeffrey, Carl 
t e ll why he was at his pla ce of the se. Jack son, Soula Gain es , Lev Reed , To Continue 
busines s at that t ime of n ight, 01· The re were call s of "Save me, Hazel Slus ser; Ben J olly, Cl in ton 
why he had brought some c::irs in sa ve me", but not for long. With Clemmons , Mary Ada ir , Frances FFA Di strict Contests are c 
from hi s country home and p laced no thought for his persomrl safety , Drago , Mrs. Wa ll ace Rogers, Rob- tii~_uing in Springfield Frid ay a 
th'em inside the garage that night Attorney L andis plunged into the ert Murphy , Mrs . Robert Murph y , the We st Plain s chapter will ha 
as was testified to by one of hi s debris , dug on e woman from a Ruth Fi sher, Marvin Hill , Ev .~lyn ·•--:.tx.wts ·x'i!i"'f<'la-r tt•,,.~ s--
employees. p ile. of brick, helped sev er al oth- Co nki n, Olis Holestin;:,, •Beatrice and .two Satu rd ay. 

A former partner test ified at ers out, five in all, and wa s at - Barker , J uan ita Laws , Ruby Hod - The contestants Frid ay will 
lengt h before the jury but hi s tempting to dig out a sixth victim kin son, Newt Ril ey, Jame s L ov- Li v.estock judging- Joe Burd 
testimony was of n'.o help in re- fro m beneath a mass of rub ble ing, Hugh Sams , Icie L. Ri sner, Don a ld Kenslow , John Ska g 
vealing the cause of th e trage dy . when flames drove hi m back, and Mr. a nd Mrs . J ames Esco R iley, anti - Roy L udwick; Dairy Pro 

Rumor and con j ecture were he was forced to aband on his Vir g inia Drago Rogers, Boyd Gar - ucts judging - Donald Ken slo 
rif e, the town was sh ocked , sad- r esc ue activiti es. ner , Carson McClelland, and Roy Denn is K enslow, Gordon Th om 
dened and sca red. Every lea d wa s Altogether 40 per sons di ed from Crain. son, Bill Spears; Parliam entar 
tra cked dow n , sif t ed, and finally the bla st. A dozen others were in- Proced ure - Ne al P a rrott, J 
-discar ded . jured, some serio usly. Nineteen LiSt of Injured Burden, Dona ld Kcn sl ow, Joh 

Apartments in th e buil dings were so horribly burned, their Th e injured included : H. C. Skag gs, Roy Ludwk k , R oy c 
were occupied by four different identity wa s never esta blished. Allen and son, Dail Allen , Mr. Hopk ins. 
famil ,ies. On e .family with four One body, partiall y de stroyed, and Mr s. Garrett McBrid e, Carl Frida y even ing , Joe Burden 
childr en was in bed. In anoth er was identi fi ed by a scr ap of hi s Mullin s , Boyd Gray, Mo A shley, w ill rep resent the sub " district 
apartment, a famil y had ju st re- shir t colla r with a laundry mark Mr. and Mrs . William Fitchett , in the pub lic speaking cont est. 
turned from church and the on it , stuck to hi s neck. Another Glen Moore, Bert Whit e, David Saturda y entrie s from here in 
moth er was re~ing a cha pt er was identified by her wed ding S. Wh ite, Fred Archer, Ralp h the F arm Mechan ics contes t will 
fr.om -the Bibl e to her chi ldr en . In ring. Th e body of th e owner of La ng st on, Jr ., Erne stin e Cunning - be: Calvin Newbe r ry, Hughie 
the third apartment a widower th e garag e wa s found abou t ten ham , Guy Wil son, J ohn Riley, McAni nch, and Wi lliam Janzen. 
had only r eturned from visiting fe et fr om the b ack door, lyi ng Cli a.s Unger and Elt on White. A r ad io skit conte st will follow 
his lady friend. The wid owe r and face downw ard , with hi s hand s Members of the coro ner's ju ry with a cast of Max Cates, Curtis 
hi s. -son were standing n ot far cl en ched. Some said he held the were: Charles R. Bohrer , Samuel Norton , Dar r e -1 l Tyree, Bill 
apart, when the blast ·came-t he door kn ob to th e back door in his G. Dreppard, C. C . McCallon , S. J . Spears, J oh n Morri son, and Den-
father lived, the son died. hand. What appe ar ed to be flash Gallowa y, E. E . McSweeney, and ni s Ken slow. 
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Population 
1960 

West Plains ...... ..... . ... 5,836 
Howell County ........... 22,027 

The 1960s brought yet another 
war. This war would last in to the 
middle of the next decade and 
would prove to be a caus e of divi
sion instead of a rallying point like 
earlier wars had been. 

Locally, there would be no vio
lent protests, but the rebellion did 
filter down in subtle ways. Girls 
hemlines went way up and, boys 
started growing their hair long. 
Authority was questioned as it 
never had been before. 

One direct effect of the war came 
in 1964 when the Air Force con
ducted the Gold Fire One exercise 
in West Plains. 

Larry Williams, who still works 
part-time at the new airport , man
aged the West Plains Airport for 
ten years before retiring in 1981. 

He says that the West Plains air 
strip was established in the late 
1950s. This strip, located near the 
present Southwest Mobile Systems 
plant , was the first to be owned 
and operated by the city. Before it 
was established, there were sever
al small, privately owned air strips 
and very little air traffic in West 
Plains. 

The 
I 196,0s 

The Richards Brothers Store on Washington Avenue burned in July of 1962, thir 
ty years after it was opened by Dwight and Claude Richards. Practically before 
the smoke had cleared, the tent below was set up on a parking lot just northwest 
of Richards, and the store was back in business. Loyal customers braved heat and 
cold to buy their groceries in the tent from July to February of 1963 when the 
store was re-built. That store still houses Richards Brothers and when Wilke's 
closed earlier this year, Richards began to process of moving their dry goods 
department to that building and expanding the grocery department. 

"Know Your America " Week November , 1962. The B.P.W. club presented a flag to the hospital In celebration of the week. From left: Pearl Butler 
(B.P.W. past-president); Beulah Sims (Gray lady and past-president); Gladys Davis (Gray lady and past-president); Hospital Board President Hugh 
Thompson; Catherine Castner (event chairma n and past-pres iden t); Frances Lafever (co-chairman and past-preside nt); Lida Bozman (past• 
president); Hospital Administrator Gleghorn; B.P.W. President Dona Ingle; Girl Scouts Sheree Hales , Becky Kirk, Cathy O'Neal, and Judy Easley 
with their leader Venal Hales and son , Terry. 
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In 1964 the West Plains air strip 
was paved with one foot of asphal
tic concrete. Immediately after the 
paving, Air Force officials con
tacted the city about using the air 
strip for their Goldfire One exer
cises for the C-130 Hercules cargo 
plane. 

The large planes, which weighed 
approximately 175,000 pounds 
when landing loaded , had cracked 
two runway s in Springfield and a 
World War II installation air strip in 
Vichy. The new runway at West 
Plains was the only one in the area 
capable of supporting the weight of 
the plane which might , for exam
ple, come in loaded with three In
ternational Scout vehicles , 38 men, 
two 500-gallon drums of gasoline, 
and a pick-up loaded with medical 
supplies. 

The Air Force conducted the ex
ercise for about three months . Dur
ing that time , according to Mr. 
Williams, the planes were here by 
the dozens. He saw as many as 
seven on the ground and five in a 
pattern at one time. 

The old standpipes at the top of South Main (Aid Avenue) hill . They were torn 
down not long after this 1963 photo was taken. 

Mr. Williams recalls as many as 
74 planes being based at the air
port at one time. He also says there 
was quite a variety of interesting 
and unusual aircraft to land and 
take off from West Plains. 

One was the Zlinn from Czecho
slovakia. Two Czechs had the 
plane shipped to the U.S. and they 
picked it up in New York. They 
then flew it cross country to the 

West for an aerobati c comp etition. 
They landed at small airfields 
because their language barrier pre
vented them from understanding 
complicated instructions from air 
traffic controllers at larger airports. 
Mr. Williams said they stopped at 
West Plains where they used a few 
words in English and sign language 
to communicat e. 

Schools 
Nineteen schools entered the 

Fifth Annual West Plains High 
School Speech Tournament in 
January 1962. 

Doors • Paneling 
Plywood • Insulation 

Dimension Lumber 
Counter Tops 

The West Plains Campus of 
Southwest Missouri State Universi
ty (SMSU) had its beginning s in the 
1960s. Evening classes began in 
1963 with 110 students enrolled at 
the Resident Center, as it was 
originally known. Operati on was 
approved on a year to year basis 
and classes were held at West 
Plains High School. The desire to 
have a college in West Plains kept 
the local campus going for ten 
years with no state assistan ce or 
separate campus, limited cur
riculum and high fees. 

The old Central school building, 

Happy 
Holidays , 

Southern Hills PIZZA • PASTA N. Hwy. 63 
Shopping Center SANDWICHES • SALAD West Plains, MO 

413 N. Lincoln • (417)256-3796 • West Plains, MO 256-6668 AND MORE 256-9188 
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which had been purchased by the 
First Baptist Church in 1958, was 
demolished in the early 1960s. 

The 1968 Zizzer baseball team 
place second in state competition, 
and the 1969 football team reached 
semi-finals in 1969. 

Fifth and sixth graders moved in
to Central on Garfield in 1969 
when the new junior high was 
completed, and the South-Central 
Area Vocational-Technical School 
was also completed in 1969. 

Around Town 
In 1962 a city-wide cleanup was 

initiated. In October of that year 
the city lounge on the then new 
parking lot on Jefferson A venue 
was constructed. 

Well-known West Plains photog
rapher Lawrence Champieux, who 
took many pictures recording West 
Plains history especially during the 
1952 centennial, died on March 12, 
1962. 

In 1963 Lesley Fleenor of West 
Plains was named Miss Howell 
County Fair. In 1964, while attend
ing college, she was named Miss 

Skilled and 
Intermediate Care 

Springfield. In 1965 she was 
Ozarko Queen at SMSU and went 
on to win the talent competition 
and take the title of Miss Missouri 
in that same year. 

The Baptist Church dedicated its 
new sanctuary in 1965, and anoth
er of its projects, West Vue Nursing 
Home, was completed in 1966. 

On June 4, 1967 the West Plains 
Public Library held its open house 
and dedication ceremony at its pre
sent location on East Main. 

One popular form of entertain
ment in the 1960s was stock car 
races. Ralph McCracken had an 
asphalt track on Highway 63, and 
Ed Lyons had a dirt track on K 
Highway. In 1969 the Mo-Ark 
Speedway opened north of town. 

The city pool was also a popular 
form of entertainment. The last 
day of June, 1969 the Quill 
reported that after 15 years of 
operation there was an alltime 
record one day attendance of 662. 

The mid-60s saw the beginning 
of the West Plains Housing 
Authority. Praised by many, put 
down by others, the Housing 

West Vue 
Horne, Inc. 

Residential Care 

Authority has made its presence 
known in West Plains by changing 
the face of our town. 

Sid Gordon is the current ex
ecutive director, a post he has held 
since February 1966. He says the 
housing authority had its real 
beginnings when Fred Eads (a man 
Gordon refers to as "Mr. Housing") 
circulated a petition to get it 
organized. He collected the re
quired signatures, and the Housing 
Authority was organized in 
September, 1965. 

The two most visible projects 
have been the "highrises," South 
Towers Apartments, (containing 97 
units) finished and occupied 
January 1, 1970 and Walnut Grove 
Apartments (75 units) completed in 
July 1974. But other Housing 
Authority projects include con
struction of Crestwood Circle (the 
"lowrise"), containing 25 private 
structures with 46 units. There are 
also some 243 other housing units 
owned and maintained by the 
Housing Authority. In addition, 179 
other tenants are assisted in their 
rent payments to their landlords. 

Independent Living 

WEST VUE NURSING HOME i. ,, · WEST VUE APARTMENTS 
909 Kentucky 

West Plains, Mo. 65775 
417-256-2152 

PLEASANT VALLEY MANOR 
305 Hampton Street 

West Plains, Mo. 65775 
417-257-0179 

907 Kentucky 
West Plains, Mo. 65775 

417-256-1292 

West Vue Home, Inc ., an outreach ministry of the 
Howell County Baptist Association meeting the needs of the elderly, 

"with love and respect." 
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Above: Sid Gordon, Ex
ecutive Director of the Hous
ing Authority. At right: 
groundb rea king at 
Crestwood Circle on Olden 
Stre et in 1968 . From left: 
Mrs. Fred Eads , Lid o. Boz• 
man , Cora Dotson , woman 
and ma n uni dentif ie d, 
Richard Chamberlain, 
Junior Stewart (wearing 
cap), Mayor Glen Roe , Carr 
Ward , man In back un iden
tified , J.E . "Good" Hard, 
Townsend Pe nn, Bill Dixon 
and City clerk Edna Baxter. 
Below is an 11erlal view of 
South Towers Apartm ents 
on February 10, 1970. 
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CRADLE TO TEEN SHOP 

The oldest children's shop 
in West Plains 

ESTABLISHED IN 1952 
211 Washington Avenue 
West Plains, MO 65775 

417 -256 -7809 
June Prof fitt , owner 
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Don's Auto Service 
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Post Office To Be Opened Officially ... 

THE NEW WEST PLAINS Post Office, shown here, will over the state are expected to attend !he ceremonies. Music 
be dedicated during ceremonies which will be hcld here at will be furnished by the West Plains :-ligh Scbool Band. 
2 p.m. on Sept, 11. Approximatcly ?5 postmasters from all 

Postman Who Traveled 600,000 

Miles In 49 Years To Be Honored 
By Jean Davis 

After traveling over 600,000 miles by foot and by car and making lifetime friends olong the way, 
a West Plains man, Lindsay Briscoe, will be honored at an open house from 3 p.m. unti l 5 p.m. to
morrow at the West Plains Post Office after serving this off ic e for 49 years as a pos t al employee , 

What will it be like to be retired after following the same career for 49 years? Lindsay Briscoe 
can't imagine. He received his civil service appointment wit h the post office in 1917 and began his 
career as a substitute carrier for Guy Jones who was on leave of absence and also did port - t ime 
worK as ear ly as 1914 on a Star Route to Gainesville, Siloam Springs and Bakersfie ld. His fu ll -t i me 
services began in August of 19~0 and he will retire August 31, 1966. 

The April 10, 1951 edition of the Daily Quill contained an article about Lindsay Briscoe telling 

that at that time he had traveled 
by foot and by car a total of 
238,056 miles since 1920 andatnotime 
was fanher than around 20 miles from 
his home. The article further states 
that he actually walked 131,664 miles 
in West Plains between 1920 and 1945 -
equal to about 44 trips across America 
from New York to San Francisco. 
Cllanging to a rural route and car driv
ing in 1945 Briscoe had polished off 
106,392 miles in five and one-half 
years. In the early days as a mail 
carrier he walked for 131,664 miles 
mostly around the west part of West 
Plains which is equal to hoofing it 
around the world more thanfourtimes, 
and with his rural car route distance 
added he will have traveled around the 
world nine times. Whenhebegancarry
ing mail here he walked 18 miles a 
day. For 13 years he made his long 
day's hike covering 108 miles a week 
and 5,616 miles a year. Briscoe then 
started carrying mail through Peace 
Valley on Rt. 2 toward Mtn, View, and 
from April 10, 1951 until his retire
ment he will have traveled by car an 
additional 370,200. Lindsay at age 22 shown in the first mail 

carrier uniform worn in West Plains. 
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The news clipping on this page 
shows the new post office and tells 
of the reception honoring Lindsay 
Briscoe. The following article was 
written for the Gazette by 
Lindsay's widow, Mary. 

Lindsay Briscoe, age 4. 

Lindsay Briscoe 
1896-1974 

by Mary Briscoe 

Often I have been introduced to 
someone and heard the response: 
"So you're Lindsay's widow. I 
knew Lindsay well. What a fine 
man he was. I remember one time . 
.. " and what follows is an account 
of a good deed or something nice 
Lindsay had done. 

Some newcomers to this area 
will wonder, "Who in the world 
was Lindsay Briscoe?" For those of 
you who never knew him - and 
for those who did: 

Francis Lindsay Briscoe was 
born August 24, 1896, at South 
Fork, Missouri, the youngest of the 
three sons of John T. and Mary 
Frances (Black) Briscoe. His 
mother died when he was about 
eight days old. His brothers, 
Horace and Otis, were cared for by 
their grandmother Briscoe and 
Lindsay was raised by his father 's 
sister and her husband, Scott and 
Mary Elizabeth ("May") Plunkett, 



This photo was taken inside the post office when it was located on the ground 
floor of the Catron Opera House. The post office moved from this location in 
1931. From left: Postmaster A.T. Hollenbeck; J .P. Morgan, assistant postmaster; 
Mont Widener, clerk; Lindsay Briscoe, city carrier; A.J . Shelton, clerk; and 
Arthur West, substitute clerk. 

with their children in West Plains. 
The first school Lindsay attended 

was West Ward. He then attended 
the old Central School at Walnut 
and Grove and went to high 
school - only about one year - at 
Central on Garfield which is now 
part of SMSU. Although he quit 
school and went to work, his 
education did not stop , for he 
always loved to read - especially 
history and geography - and re
tained most of what he read. 

Lindsay's first job was delivering 
the Quill for twenty-five cents per 
week. At about age fifteen he 
worked at the livery stable on East 
Main and drove doctors Thorn
burgh and Shuttee to see their pa
tients in the outlying areas -
sometimes sleeping all night in the 
buggy while the doctor waited for 
a baby to be born. When he was 
about 18 he was a clerk and de
livery boy at Springer's Store, a 
grocery and feed store located on 
the north side of the square in what 
is now part of the West Plains 
Music Store. Mr. Springer would let 
him off when the post office need
ed someone to "hack the mail" to 
Bakersfield. 

during WWI, Lindsay became a 
substitute city carrier. In the mean
time, Lindsay had enlisted in the 
U.S. Army in the spring of 1918 
and was called to report in August. 
He trained in Kansas City at the 
Rahe Auto School and drove in 
convoys transporting troops, muni
tions and supplies. His unit was 

sent to Valparaiso , Indiana, prior to 
shipping out - ov erseas - and 
was waiting for orders when the 
Armistice was signed. 

Lindsay became a regular city 
mail carrier in the summer of 1920. 
There were two city carriers. Lind
say carried the east side of town 
and L.M. Hyder carried the west, 
the dividing line being Washington 
and Aid A venues. The approx
imate outer boundaries were 
Thayer, Olden , Arkansas and 
Maple, and there were two deliv
eries each day. They dreaded the 
Sears-Roebuck and Montgomery 
Ward catalog days - twice a 
year - because in "the old days" 
relay boxes were unheard of. Lind
say enjoyed his work and was 
rather proud that he had the first 
complete regulation postal uniform 
in West Plains. 

In the mid 1940s he began to 
carry the mail on Route 2. (It was 
also at this time that the Briscoe 
family stopped putting out a 
garden because so many of the 
nice people on Route 2 would give 
him bushels of fresh vegetables ... 
and at Christmas, lots of delicious 
homemade goodies ... even big, 
fat, dressed hens!) He did "extras " 
for the people on the route. As an 

Guy Jones was one of the regular 
city carriers and was an officer in 
the National Guard. When the local 
guard unit was called into service 

The Manze Quartet from left: Leonard Manze, Tom Mullins, Lindsay Briscoe, and 
Clifford Mustion. 
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example, if the previous day's mail 
had not been picked up he would 
go up to the house and check on 
them - especially if it was some
one who lived alone. 

Through the years we kept a few 
of the notes people had left in their 
mail box. One example: "Lindsay, 
please 'honk' as I'm here now at 
Mag's for a short while, Aunt Mar
tha" to let Lindsay know that if it 
looked like nothing was "stirring" 
at her house he shouldn't worry 
about her. In 1966 when he was 
forced to retire because he had 
reached mandatory retirement 
age, he lacked only about three 
months working for the Postal 
Department fifty years. 

Lindsay started singing in the 
choir at the First Christian Church. 
When "neighborhood singings" 
were started, he was there. Most of 
the singers in attendance were 
members of the Langston Street 
Church of God. Out of this group 
came the Manze Quartet. Leonard 
Manze, Tom Mullins, Clifford Mus
tion and Lindsay Briscoe sang in 
every rural church house and 
school hours in southern Missouri 
and northern Arkansas (so it is 
said) and various other places in
cluding many pie suppers and War 
Bond benefits. They lost count of 
the hundreds of funerals. They 
even received recognition as the 
"Good Neighbor of the Day" on 
"Tom Breneman's Breakfast in 
Hollywood" show which was aired 
nationwide. 1 don 't remember the 
exact year but it was probably in 
the late 40s or early 50s, because, 
as I recall, someone on Lindsay's 
route had nominated the quartet. 
Many people probably remember 
listening to them sing on Sunday 
mornings over KWPM. When Lind
say was in the Veterans Hospital at 
Popular Bluff for surgery in 1953, 
Clarence Renfro filled in for him 
with the quartet. 

Lindsay had gone into the hos
pital the last of October or the first 
of November. I did not go to Poplar 
Bluff with him; since our two 
youngest daughters were still in 
school we decided that I should 
stay home with them. I did go to 
visit him on my birthday -

I, 1 
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Lindsay and Mary Aldine (Patten) Briscoe shortly after their marriage. 
November 5 - and as I entered his In 1916 my folks, John ("Doc") 
room he was saying to the others, and Nelle Patten, had bought t~e 
"This is the first time I've missed Knoerle home on Grace Avenue (m 
being with my wife on her birth- recent _Y~ars known as the Hogan 
day." To this I responded, "Don't home; 1t 1s no~ owned by ~r. and 
listen to him, fellows, he's always Mrs. Larry Hilburn), and L1_ndsay 
telling something like that." I never sometim~s delivered out mall as a 
saw such a surprised and pleased sub earner so we had frequent 
look The doctor was in the room chats. 
and · said that Lindsay got more Some of my new friends invited 
mail in one day than the whole me to atten_d Sun?ay School and 
hospital got in a week. Probably c~mrch s7r~1ces with them at the 
the most difficult part of being in First Chnstian Church, and there 
the hospital for Lindsay was being was that handsome young man, 
away from his friends and again .. .in the Sunday school cl3:ss 
neighbors. and singing in the church choir. 

The first time I saw Lindsay was From then on I went to Sunday 
probably in 1916. He was deliver- school and church services there 
ing groceries from Springer's Store. all the time. Ea~h Sunday sc~ool 
In those days the deliveries were class planned its own vanous 
made in a small one-horse buck- activities and in 1917 our class 
board wagon. Mr'. Springer had the planned a party which th~y wanted 
handsomest delivery boy in town. to have at the Patten residence. As 

,... 

1tad1e lhaeK 
ELECTRONIC SALES AND SERVICE 

Television Antennas 
Telephones & Accessories 
Television & VCR Repair 

JVC Car Stereos 

202 Washington Avenue • 256-1819 • West Plains, Missouri 
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the plans were finalized, the party 
was in August, on the 24th , so Lind
say celebrated his 21st birthday at 
the party at our house. 

After living in West Plains for 
two years, my dad's health began 
to deteriorate so we moved back to 
the farm near Mtn. View. Each Sun
day morning Lindsay would drive 
over to our farm (in a buggy, of 
course - there were very few cars 
in those days), get me, and we at
tended Sunday school and church 
at Center Hill. After dinner with 
my folks we attended the young 
folks' "get-togethers" in various 
homes in the neighborhood. After 
supper with my folks we attended 
evening services . Many a Sunday 
evening he didn 't start for West 
Plains until around eleven or 
twelve o'clock . It's a good thing 

that the horse soon learned the 
way back to West Plains because 
Lindsay had to go to work on Mon
day mornings , and he slept in the 
buggy on the way home. I don't 
know how in the world he· kept it 
up for two years! Why, a time or 
too he even walked over! 

After our "whirlwind " courtship 
of four years , we were married on 
July 23, 1920, at the L.M. Hyder 
home on South Hill Street in West 
Plains. We rented for about five 
years then moved to our present 
home at Maple and Shuttee streets , 
where our nine children grew up. 
He had quite a way with children , 
not just ours but everybody's. One 
was always wanting him to tell a 
certain story of his that they par
ticularly liked, and he could keep 
them spellbound. 

Lindsay was a member of the 
1.O.O.F. Lodge. I don 't know what 
year he joined; he was an Odd 
Fellow when I met him. (Yes, he 
was an "odd fellow" as long as I 
knew him. He would almost have 
to be, wouldn't he , to sometimes 
walk twenty miles to " go 
a-courtin'?"). He was very active in 
the lodge and took his responsibil
ities seriously, serving as an officer 
in the state as well as the local 
lodge . He was also an active 
member of the Wayne T. Boles 
American Legion post and a 
member of the Last Man's Club. 

Lindsay died on April 6, 1974, 
and people are still telling me how 
much they miss him. He may be 
missed but he will never really die 
as long as there are folks around 
who knew him. 

In the 1.0.0.F . group photo above Lindsay is third from left on the front row . The photo at right is Lindsay in 1971. 
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Population 
1970 

West Plains ... . . ... ....... 6,893 
Howell County ....... . .. . 23,521 

The 1970s bega n with the open
ing of a museum in West Plains. 
The former home of Bob and Vesta 
Harlin on Worcester Street ap
propriately became known as the 
Harlin House Museum. The orig
inal board of Directors had been 
working on the museum for many 
months until it was finally incor
porated as not-for-profit on 
February 26, 1971. 

The museum contains the West 
Plains Hall of Fame with memor
bilia of our town's famous sons and 
daughters. It also houses other col
lectible items and West Plains 
artifacts. 

The museum hosted its first an
nual art show in 1976. Each year 
the juried show attracts more 
artists from an increasingly large 
geographic area and the quality of 
the show continues to improve. 

The early 1970s also saw the 
beginnings of another show - the 
annual feeder pig show. By the late 
60s after a series of ups and downs 
in the feeder pig industry, West 
Plains had made great strides in 
becoming a leader in the field. By 
the time the first National Feeder 
Pig Show was held here in 1971, 
West Plains had become known as 
the Feeder Pig Capital of the 
World. 

Actor Richard Sanders (Les Ness
man on the television series 
"WKRP in Cincinnati"); Missouri 
Governor "Kit" Bond; and Arnold 
Ziffel, the trained pig on the televi
sion series "Green Acres" were 
among the guests to attend the 
feeder pig shows. 

The annual feeder pig show con
tinued through 1980 and in 1981 
became a "festival" with many out
side exhibitors coming in to show a 
wide variety of merchandise along 
with the pig competition. 

The 1970s were the peak time 
for the shows, which were discon
tinued in the early 80s. 

It seems each year Christmas 
decorations are out. on the streets 
earli er and earlier, but fifteen years 
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West Plains Memorial Hospital recognition dinner May 7, 1977. From left: Rollin 
H. Smith, M.D.; Catherine Castner; C.F. Callihan, M.D.; Pearl Butler; Rollin Smith 
(hospital board president); Naomi Drury; and Virgil S. Bailey, D.O. The ladies 
presenting the silver trays to the doctors were all members of the hospital board 
and made arrangements for the dinner. The recepients were retired physicians 
who had been on staff at the hospital. 

ago, in 1972, a Quill article tells of let). A year later the center moved 
the lights going up on November to its present location just down the 
15 - about the same time as this street at 310 East Main. 
year. In 1976 the United States cele-

ln 1975 the West Plains Senior brated its 200th birthday amidst 
Citizen's Center opened its doors at much fanfare and commercializa-
212 East Main Street (former loca- tion . Locally, there were prob ably 
tion of West Plains Teen Center fewer red, white, and blue T-shirts 
and present location of T&T Out- sold, but the celebrations planned 

Wiles Abstract 
& Title Co., Inc. 

Complete Land Title Services 

TITLE INSURANCE AGENT FOR: 
Commonwealth Land Title 

Insurance Co . 
Chicago Land Title 

Insurance Co. 
Lawyers Title 

Insurance C orp. 

MEMBER 

417/256-7191 

21 Court Square West Plains, MO 
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Burying the time capsule on Court Square on December 12, 1976 . It is to be 
disinterred July 4, 2076 by the Howell County Court. The Bicentennial Steering 
Committee members from left are: Cecil Junkins, Toney Aid, Catherine Castner, 
Dorotha Reavis, Helen Frater, Bev Henry, Lida Bozman, and Harold Boucher. At 
far right is the late Mr. Britt, longtime West Plains resident . 

by the local Bicentennial Commit- ing sworn in as a fulltime police 
tee were indeed memorable. officer. 

A contest was held to pick a In 1978 Russ Cochran established 
slogan; a time capsule was buried the West Plains Gazette magazine . 
on the courthouse lawn; the city In the late 1970s, West Plains 
chose an official "Liberty Tree " (a made national headlines when the 
large oak on the property of Mary sewer lagoon leaked effluent into 
Briscoe); there was a parade; and the underground water supply. 
art class members from the high The disaster made necessary con-
school painted fire hydrants to look struction of a new sewage treat-
like "Minutemen." ment plant in West Plains. The new 

In 1977 Harry Reavis became the facility began operation December 
Chief of Police, one year after be- 19, 1979. 

Schools 
Nineteen seventy-three was a 

milestone year for SMSU in West 
Plains. In the spring of that year 
the Missouri Legislatur e allocated 
$50,000 for operations. In July the 
SMSU Board of Regents announced 
acceptance of th e Kellett family 
home (built by M.B. Clarke in 
1908-1910) on West Main as part of 
the facilities of the West Plains 
Campus. 

Mrs. Ruth Kellett gave the house 
and grounds in memory of her hus
band , Howard C. Kellett, and it 
became known as Kellett Hall. It 
provided a sense of permanence to 
the West Plains Campus which has 
continued to grow with each pass
ing year as more students and 
classrooms are added. 

In 1972 the WPHS baseball team 
reached semi-finals in state com
petition, and the 197 4 Zizzer 
reported how the energy crisis had 
changed things - there were more 
walkers and bikers. The clothing 
fads included platform shoes and 
bell bottom pants . 

During the 1978-79 school year, 
West Plains High School became 
designated as 4A by the State. And 
in that year the boys Cross County 
Team, led by Coach Joe Bill Dixon, 
began their dominance in 4A Cross 
County competiti on by winning 
first place in the state meet. 

Above left : Charley Morrison, W.S. Coleman, and Walter 
Nelson . When this picture was taken at the 1976 Howell 
County Soils and Crops Conference, Mr. Coleman was 84 
years old and had attended all 49 of the conferences. 
Charley had missed only three of the annual meeti ngs, and 
Mr. Nelson, who was then 78, had attended about twenty. 
At left: Sheriff Hubert Holman referees a mock bout bet
ween Clyde Mosley, left, and old friend Alf Johnson of 
Mammoth Springs, 1973 . 
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Population 
1980 

West Plains .... . .......... 7,741 
Howell County ........... 28,807 

On May 18, 1980 the children of 
West Plains received a wonderful 
gift. This was the date the Butler 
Children's Park was officially 
dedicated. Pearl Butler and her 
husband, the late Bob Butler, had 
donated the house and three acres 
to the city three years earlier to be 
used to create a children's park. 
The Butlers had saved the grand 
old house, built in 1906 by R.S. 
Hogan and later occupied by the 
Dr. Claude Bohrer family, from 
almost certain destruction by pur
chasing it and donating it to the 
city. In 1981 a wading pool was 
added to the park and other im
provements were also made. 

In January, 1981 the South Cen
tral Missouri Genealogical Society 
opened its library over the West 
Plains Savings and Loan Building. 
Before then, the library had been 
located in the back of the Kimber
lin Book Store (now Melinda's Hall-

Fire Chief Hubert Redburn, Mayor Gerald Elmore, and Police Chief Harry Reavi.s 
in July 1982 when the new police-fire station opened. 

mark) on the square. West Plains , killing four people , in-
On April 2, 1982 a tornado juring dozens more and causing 

plowed through the northwest side millions of dollars worth of 
of West Plains. It followed almost damage. 
exactly the route of another tor- The 1980s have been dominated 
nado which had surprised the town by local politics. West Plains had 
on February 21, 1976. The tornado one of the oldest mayor-commis-
ran its course from Tecumseh to sion forms of government in the 

Rieck's Water Works 
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state of Missouri. In the early 1980s 
it was one of the few cities of its 
size in the state that had not 
switched to a new form of govern
ment, and there were many citi
zens who said it was time to move 
on to something new. 

April 1985 saw the result of the 
discontentment as the reigns of the 
city turned over to new leadership 
under a new form of govern
ment - mayor-council. A city ad
ministrator, Charles Parent of the 
St. Louis area, was hired to run the 
city. But this form of government 
proved not to hold the answers 
many people were looking for, and 
voters changed the system once 
again. In November, 1987 Mayor 
Harry Kelly and commissioners 
A.L. Kissinger and Gene Jones 
stepped in to lead the city, once 
again under the mayor-commission 
form of government. 

In 1985 the Chamber of Com
merce honored its first "Citizen of 
the Year." Ozarks Medical Center 
Chief Executive Officer, Colin Col
lins received the award. In 1986 
Alvan Squires was the recepient 
after spear-heading the very suc
cessful Operation Jobs campaign to 
raise money to attract more in
dustry to West Plains. 

On March 31, 1984 a new radio 
station, sporting the call letters 
KKDY, went on the air in West 
Plains. 

In 1985 Air Evac Emergency 
Medical Service began operations 
in West Plains. The helicopter am
bulance service has provided an in
valuable service to our rural area 
by enabling critically injured and 
sick persons to obtain medical care 
much sooner than was previously 
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The late Bob Butler and Pearl Butler 
cut the ribbon to officially open 
Butler's Children's Park on May 18, 
1980. Jimmy Carroll and Bobby 
Bridges, standing in back, were 
members of the group present at the 
ceremony. 

possible. 
Nineteen eighty-seven has been 

another bicentennial year; this 
time our country was celebrating 
the 200th anniversary of our U.S. 
Constitution. A local committee 
was formed, and West Plains be
came an official Bicentennial City. 
The local AmVets chapter donated 
50 American flags to the county to 
be flown around the courthouse on 
holidays. 

Also in 1987, the railroad depot 
in West Plains closed, Mrs. P.S. 
(Julia) Kriegh retired as the official 
weather observor for the National 
Weather service, and young Holly 
Shelton was named Miss Missouri 
Pre-Teen. 

Schools 
In February, 1981 kindergarten 

classes were moved to Reese 

WEST PLAINS 
VETERINARY 

I SUPPLY, INC. A_ 215 W. 2nd Street V' P.O. Box 750 
j West Plains, MO 

Serving the agriculture 
industry of the Ozarks 

for 2 5 years. 



Elementary School after a fire 
destroyed the interior of the 
former classrooms located on 
Cleveland Street. A library of ap
proximately 2,000 books was lost 
in the fire. (This building, originally 
the music building at the Central 
complex, has since been re-built 
and currently houses the Adult 
Basic Education classrooms.) 

Nineteen eighty-two was the 
year ninth graders moved "down 
the hill" to become freshmen at 
WPHS instead of at the junior high. 
Junior high became middle school, 
housing grades five through eight. 
The fifth and sixth graders moved 
to middle school from Central, on 
Garfield leaving the halls of that 
school empty in the fall term of 
1982 for the first time since its con
struction in 1914. 

For a time the fate of Central was 
uncertain, but SMSU purchased the 
building and beautifully remodeled 
the structure for use as a home of 
its nursing school (established in 
1983) and for classrooms and ad
ministrative and student affairs of
fices. The fall term saw students 
once again filling the hallways, but 
for the first time those students are 
college students. 

The cross country teams contin
ued their winning ways. The boys 
have dominated Class 4A competi 
tion by finishing in first place at 
state competition three times since 
1980. During those years they fail
ed to place in the top three spots 
only once. (Zizzer Chris Zinn won 
top individual honors at state in 
1982, 1983, and 1984.) The girls 
cross country team also gained 
recognition by winning first place 
at state in 1985 and second in 1986. 

In 1984 a new sports empire was 
born when the WPHS Zizzer vol
leyball team won the State Class 
4A Volleyball championship. 
Amazingly, they continued to win 
the state tournament each year 
through 1987. In the process they 
have compiled an impressive set of 
statistics, while continuing on a 
winning streak of over seventy 
g.::.mes in a row. 

In 1986 the golf team won first 
place at state competition, as did 
the boys track team. 

The high school music depart
ment also continued to excel, as it 
had in the past, in the 1980s. In 
1982 the Concert Choir was invited 
to participate in a two-week 
musical tour of Great Britain . They 
raised the money and went. This 
year a similar situation presented 
itself, and the choir spent two 
weeks in Austria and Hungary. . 

In 1986, the WPHS band went to 
perform at the official unveiling of 
the newly refurbished Statue of 
Liberty. 

In November 1986, after several 
failed bond issues in earlier years, 
voters approved a tax levy in
crease to build a new elementary 
school. Construction on the new 
building (to be located on Allen 
Street) began as soon as improve
ments were made to South Fork 
School, which is also part of the 
West Plains R-7 School System. 

The new building is scheduled to 
be completed for the fall term of 
1988. When it is, Reese, Foster, and 
Carmical Schools will be vacated, 
and grades K-4 will meet under one 
roof for classes. 
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(Continued from page 1.) 

lots of subscrip tions and get 
distributors to place the magazine 
at local outlets. 

Even a magazine like The Ozark 
Mountaineer has 35,000 sub
scribers and also sells many issues 
to the local he avy tour ist traffic . 
But the Gazette never had more 
than about 1500 subscribers and 
present ly has less than 850 
subscribers. Our print runs for the 
earlier Gazettes were around 5000 

· copies, and we now print only 3000 
copies, and still have plenty of 
them left after local sales have 
dried up. We have finally sold out 
of issues #} and #2 and a few 
others. If I sell every remaining 
back-issue, I will then just about 
break even with the Gazette. 

So, it was never a venture that 
was intended to be profitable . But 
there were always hopes. I was 
wrong in thinking that, even 
though West Plains did not really 
have the population base to sup
port such a publication, there 
should be many thousands of folks 
scattered all over the country that 
thought of West Plains as their 
home town and who would sub
scribe to the Gazette. My reasoning 
was that if you add up the number 
of graduates from West Plains High 
School over the years in the 20th 
Century, that alone should amount 
to over ten thousand former 
Zizzers who would subscribe. Then 
there are all the folks in surroun 
ding counties, especially Ozark 
County, where most of us fish and 
hunt and swim and play in the sum
mer. Then there would be all the 
other folks in other states who 
came from a small town like West 
Plains. People from little towns in 
Texas, Kentucky, and Ohio, who 
would see their own home town 
reflected in the photos and articles 
in the Gazette. And then of course 
all the state and public libraries and 
all the local historical societies and 
genealogical societies would see a 
value in our Gazette family 
histories and surely they would all 
subscrib e. Why, if everyone in all 
these categories would subscribe . .. 
gosh, we'd have so many coming 
to the Gazette party that we 

couldn't find a place to put them 
all! We'd be a hit with all those 
folks, and they would just love the 
Gazette and probably buy gift 
subscriptions for all their friends 
and relatives . 

That was the dream. The reality 
is that we have around 800 
subscribers right now (of this 
number, twelve . .. yes, 12 . . . of 
them in Ozark County). Local over 
the-counter sales have dwindled to 
the point where we are lucky if we 
can sell a total of half of the print 
run of 3000 copies, including the 
800 subscribers. 

I have a grand total of perhaps 
25,000 back issues which I hope 
will eventually sell. I'm not gonna 
throw them away, and maybe 
someday , with the help of Aid 
Hardware, they will all be sold. 
Several issues are now sold out, 
many others are in short supply , 
and in the future, individual issues 
will, one by one, go out-of-print. 
We have more of the recent issues 
than the older issues. Someday a 
complete set of all 30 issues will be 
a nice collector's item for anyone 
interested in a 3O-volume history of 
West Plains. 

West Plains was good to me 
when I was growing up her e . I was 
born here fifty years ago in the 
Cottage Hospital (on Webster 
A venue) and have lived most of my 
life here. The days of my youth, 
which I value highly, were spent 
SP;imming at Dawt and 
Hammond's Mill, reading my com
ic books which I bought at 
Kimberlin's or Wilke's or the Model 
Drug Store, and going to almost 
every movie that played at the 
Davis, Avenue, and Butler 
Theaters. I have an unusually 
strong feeling of maternal love for 
West Plains and am thankful for 
the privilege of growing up here. I 
mov ed my family back here so that 
my four children could have the 
same pleasure of growing up in 
West Plains. She's my home, my 
mother-land , and her peopl e are all 
part of my family. Each of these 30 
issues is a permanent love letter to, 
from, and about West Plains. 

I am happy to be remembered as 
the publisher of the Gazette, know
ing that long after I am gone from 

72 

this world and after my children 
and grandchildren are all gone, 
there will still be sets of the Gazette 
sitting on bookcases , valued "time 
capsules" from th e past. These 30 
issues are like 30 permanent foot
prints I am leaving behind , and 
that makes me feel great. .. quasi
immortaJ ! 

Notice I said in the opening line 
that this is the last regular issue of 
the Gazette. We have now fulfilled 
all our subscriptions, since we have 
not accepted subscriptions beyond 
this issue. But if a fantastic group of 
old photographs turns up (see issue 
#29, for example), or for some 
other special event or occasion , I 
reserve the right to do a special 
issue. If such a special issue is ever 
done in the future, we will notify 
all former subscribers and adver
tise locally. 

If your Gazette collection is not 
complete, see the special offers on 
the inside back cover of this issue 
for filling in the gaps in your collec
tion. It would be a big help right 
now if we could sell a lot of back 
issues. If you are a really big 
Gazette supporter, you should con
sider putting together a complete 
set of all 30 issues for each of your 
children! That would help us a lot. 

The bottom line is th at the 
Gazette was an experiment tha t 
was only a partial failure. As a 
business , it was and is and will 
always be a loser .. . a failure. As a 
historical legacy, as permanen t 
footprints in the sands of time , it 
will never be a failure . I have a let
ter I received from a lady who saw 
the only photograph she had ever 
seen of her mother in the pages of 
the Gazette. How much is that 
worth? 

Like Garrison Keillor, who left 
Lake Wobegon, the Gazette is leav
ing now. We might be back some 
day, and then again we might not. 
But it has been a great ten year 
run. I opened the first issue with a 
dedication to my grandmother 
Polly. She never liked to say "good
bye." She would always say, "Say 
Au Revoir, not goodbye!" So, until 
we meet aga in, 
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